John 1:1
Luke 1:76



 is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Now” with the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also” plus the nominative subject from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “you.”  Then we have the vocative neuter singular from the noun PAIDION, meaning “infant.”  This is followed by the nominative of appellation subject from the masculine singular noun PROPHĒTĒS, meaning “the prophet.”  (The absence of the article indicates the high quality of the noun.)  With this we have the genitive of identity or possessive genitive from the masculine singular superlative adjective HUPSISTOS, meaning “of the Most High.”  Then we have the second person singular future passive indicative from the verb KALEW, which means “to be called.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The passive voice indicates that the infant will receive the action of being called the prophet of the Most High.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“Now you also, infant, will be called the prophet of the Most High;”
 is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “for” plus the second person singular future deponent indicative from the verb PROPOREUOMAI, which means “to go on before Acts 7:40; Lk 1:76.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form but active in meaning with the subject (John the Baptist) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition ENWPION plus the adverbial genitive of place from the masculine singular noun KURIOS, meaning “before the Lord.”  This is followed by the aorist active infinitive from the verb ETOIMAZW, which means “to prepare.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that John will produce the action.


The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine plural noun HODOS with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “His ways.”

“for you will go on before the Lord to prepare His ways;”
Lk 1:76 corrected translation
“Now you also, infant, will be called the prophet of the Most High; for you will go on before the Lord to prepare His ways;”
Isa 40;3, “A voice is calling, ‘Clear the way for the Lord in the wilderness; make smooth in the desert a highway for our God.’”

Mal 3:1, “‘Behold, I am going to send My messenger, and he will clear the way before Me.  And the Lord, whom you seek, will suddenly come to His temple; and the messenger of the covenant, in whom you delight, behold, He is coming,’ says the Lord of the Armies.”
Explanation:
1.  “Now you also, infant, will be called the prophet of the Most High;”

a.  Zacharias continues his speech, but transitions from the praise of the God of Israel to a prediction or prophecy about his infant son, John.  Zacharias’ son, John, is also worthy of praise, because he will be called the prophet of the Most High.  The absence of the article with the noun ‘prophet’ indicates the high quality of this particular prophet.  John is not just ‘a’ prophet, but is ‘the’ prophet.  He is a unique and very special prophet, because he will prophesy in the presence of the Most High, that is, while the Most High is personally present on earth with John.


b.  Who will call John by this title?  The incarnate Most High Himself (Mt 11:9, “But what did you go out to see?  A prophet?  Yes, I tell you, and one who is more than a prophet.”) and those who believe in the message of John (Mt 14:5, “Although Herod wanted to put him to death, he feared the crowd, because they regarded John as a prophet.”).


c.  The Most High is a formal title for God and is used of both God the Father and God the Son.  Here it refers to God the Son.  John would be called and known as the prophet of the God of Israel.  He will be as famous as Samuel, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and many others.
2.  “for you will go on before the Lord to prepare His ways;”

a.  Zacharias then states the reason why John will be called the prophet of the Most High.  He will be called this because he will go before the Lord as a herald goes before a king to announce his coming.  But John would do more than just announce His coming.  John would also prepare His ways.


b.  Note the plural of the word “ways.”  Obviously John’s mission was to let everyone know that the God of Israel was present and living among them, but he also had the duty to prepare everyone mentally and spiritually.



(1)  The mental preparation was accomplished by informing his disciples of who the Lamb of God was, Jn 1:26-31, “John answered them saying, ‘I baptize with water; among you stands He whom you do not know, the One who comes after me, concerning whom I am not worthy, in order than I might untie the thong of His sandal.’  These things took place in Bethany on the other side of the Jordan, where John was baptizing.  On the next day he saw Jesus coming to him and said, ‘Behold, the Lamb of God, Who takes away the sin of the world!  This is He about Whom I said, “After me comes a Man who has a higher rank than I, because He existed earlier than me.”  Indeed I did not know about Him, but in order that He might be revealed to Israel; for this reason I came baptizing with water.’”



(2)  The spiritual preparation was demanding that people change their minds (repent) about the lifestyle they were living and return to obedience to God and faith in Him.  Lk 1:15-17.  This was epitomized in the ritual of baptism.


c.  John prepared the people to recognize and accept Jesus as the Messiah by motivating them to be prepared mentally and spiritually for His coming and His kingdom.  John did this through His words and His actions.  He did it through teaching and through ritual.  By so doing John was preparing people who believed in the coming Messiah to accept Him and His teaching when He came.


d.  John’s words about Jesus would make it easy for his disciples to recognize the Messiah, when John pointed Him out to them, Jn 1:32-37, “In addition John testified saying, ‘I have seen the Spirit, descending like a dove from heaven, and He remained upon Him.  Indeed I did not know about Him, but the One having sent me to baptize with water He said to me, “He upon whom you might see the Spirit descending and remaining upon Him, this is the One who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.”  Indeed I have seen and have testified that He is the Son of God.’”

On the next day John and two of his disciples [Andrew and John] again were standing, and looking at Jesus as He walked, he said, ‘Behold, the Lamb of God!’  And the two disciples heard him speaking, and they followed Jesus.”

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “John prepares the way, not for the Messiah [wrong], but for God.  He is the one who brings glad tidings and therefore the longed for future salvation.  His message, then, is good news.  Even as a precursor of the Messiah [didn’t he just say John did not prepare the way for the Messiah?  And now he says John is a precursor of the Messiah.] he is an evangelist.  His story is the beginning of the Gospel.”


b.  “Zechariah now turns his attention to his child.  John is God’s prophet.  John prepares the way for God, who Himself comes to His people through Jesus’ messianic visitation. This verse begins the second major unit of the hymn, as the topic shifts from what God is doing for the righteous, to what he will do through John and the Messiah.  The sectional shift is indicated by the change of topic and by the shift from aorist tenses to future tenses [It also has the transitional DE].  This child shall be known as the prophet of the Most High.  The Most High refers to God as the exalted transcendent deity and repeats the reference to him found in Lk 1:32. John’s description contrasts with the earlier reference to Jesus (Lk 1:32–35).  Whereas Jesus is the Son, John is a prophet. Thus John’s subordination to Jesus is clear.  The topic of John as a prophet reappears in Lk 7:26–35, where the point is made that John is more than a prophet, because he has a special role.  The latter text stresses that John is the last of the line of prophets who looked forward to Messiah’s coming. John, as a prophet, heralds the arrival of salvation and introduces the figure [Figure? = Jesus] of this new era.  This hymn goes on to describe Messiah as a figure separate from John.  This title had a fluid meaning within Judaism, with the exact nuance determined by the community and context in which it was used.  The explanation of this prophet’s role comes next.  John will go before the Lord for the purpose of preparing the way for Him.  How John prepares the way is explained in Lk 1:77.  John prepares for all that God will do through the Messiah.  The preparation involves a message, the proclamation of the knowledge of salvation, and the forgiveness of sins.  The idea of going before the Lord repeats the idea of Lk 1:17, where John functions like the Elijah end-time prophet.  The picture of John as a forerunner and preacher of forgiveness is consistent with the picture of the other Gospels (Mk 1:2, 4; Mt 3:3) and also reflects later references by Luke (Lk 3:4–6; 7:27).  What is unique to Luke is the highlighting of salvation (Lk 1:77).  Luke notes this point of continuity between what John does and what Messiah will do (Acts 10:38; 13:24).  One debated item in the passage is the identity of Lord: is the way prepared for God or Jesus?  Those who argue for Jesus point out that Jesus is alluded to as the Lord in 1:43 and that Jesus is the natural association for Christian readers.  God’s redemption visits His people in the person of Messiah.  John goes before the God of Israel, because he goes before the salvation that is tied to the Messiah. In the Messiah, God’s plan and design are found, so that when Messiah comes, God comes.  John as a prophet will prepare for God’s coming by clearing the way for Him as He delivers His own in the Messiah.”


c.  “The prophetic description of John is related to the angelic announcement in Lk 1:15–17.  Like it, the present passage speaks of John in his role as precursor, though here the allusion to Isa 40:3 is more obvious; this characterization is of manifest importance for the narrator [Luke], who repeats it in Lk 3:3–4; 7:26.  The relationship between John and Jesus is the focus of Zechariah’s description of John as one who goes ‘before the Lord to prepare his ways’.  Before, in Lk 1:17, ‘Lord’ could only be understood as Yahweh [God the Father].  But the subsequent narrative has embodied a subtle shift in this identification, with the result that God’s visitation is now understood to take the form of the coming of Jesus—of whom the title ‘Lord’ is appropriate (Lk 1:43; cf. 2:11).  We know that John will go before the Lord Jesus to prepare His way.  However, this is an identification that is unknown to the characters in Lk 3–23 [I disagree based upon John 1, where the Baptist clearly identifies Jesus as the Messiah, and thus as God incarnate; Andrew and John immediately believed that Jesus was the Messiah; for Andrew immediately finds his brother Peter and says, ‘We have found the Messiah’ Jn 1:41.].”


d.  “We cannot overstate Zechariah’s emotion here.  There had been no prophet among the Jews for four centuries.  Zechariah had just recovered his voice, and he was using it to praise and prophesy.  His baby boy was the focus of divine revelation.  Surely Zechariah’s words were not calm utterances.  In addition to citing John’s functions as prophet and forerunner, Zechariah’s words focused on the depth of John’s ministry.”
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