John 1:1
Luke 1:73




 is the accusative direct object (also a cognate accusative by inverse attraction to the accusative of the relative pronoun that follows) from the masculine singular noun HORKOS, meaning “the oath.”  Then we have the appositional accusative direct object from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “which” plus the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb OMNUW, which means “to swear: He swore.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the God of Israel produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the preposition PROS plus the accusative of place from the masculine singular noun ABRAAM with the appositional accusative from the masculine singular article and noun PATĒR with the possessive genitive from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “to Abraham our father.”

“the oath which He swore to Abraham our father,”
 is the genitive neuter singular from the articular aorist active infinitive of the verb DIDWMI, which means “to give.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that God would produce the action.


The articular infinitive is an infinitive of purpose.

Then we have the dative indirect object from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “to us.”

“to give to us”
Lk 1:73 corrected translation
“the oath which He swore to Abraham our father, to give to us”
Explanation:
1.  “the oath which He swore to Abraham our father,”

a.  This verse is the continuation of the sentence begun in verse 68.  The sentence thus far reads: “Worthy of praise [is] the Lord God of Israel; because He has made an appearance to help and has accomplished redemption for His people, and has raised up the Horn of Salvation for us in the house of David, His servant—as He spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets from the earliest times—deliverance from our enemies and from the hand of all those who hate us; to show mercy to our fathers, and to remember His holy covenant, the oath which He swore to Abraham our father, to give to us…”

b.  This clause is in apposition to the previous statement “His holy covenant.”  “The oath” refers back to “His holy covenant.”  God’s holy covenant or promise is the oath He swore to Abraham.  Since God made several promises to Abraham, which promise or oath is it?  The following context says it is “to give to us…to serve Him without fear…all our days.”  Where is this oath found in Genesis?



(1)  The first promise of God to Abraham was to “Go forth from your country, and from your relatives and from your father’s house to the land which I will show you; and I will make you a great nation, and I will bless you,…” Gen 12:1-3.  There is nothing in this statement related to our passage in Luke.



(2)  The second promise God made to Abraham was to “lift up your eyes and look from the place where you are, northward and southward and eastward and westward; for all the land which you see, I will give it to you and to your descendants forever,” Gen 13:14-15.  There is nothing in this promise related to our passage in Luke.



(3)  The third promise God made to Abraham was that “one who will come forth from your own body, he shall be your heir.  Now look toward the heavens, and count the stars, if you are able to count them.  So shall your descendants be,” Gen 15:4b-5.  There is nothing in this promise related to our passage in Luke.



(4)  The fourth promise God made to Abraham was that “I will establish My covenant between Me and you, and I will multiply you exceedingly.  As for Me, behold, My covenant is with you, and you will be the father of a multitude of nations.  No longer shall your name be called Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I will make you the father of a multitude of nations.  I have made you exceedingly fruitful, and I will make nations of you, and kings will come forth from you.  I will establish My covenant between Me and you and your descendants after you throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your descendants after you.  I will give to you and to your descendants after you, the land of your sojournings, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession; and I will be their God.”  Gen 17:2-8.  There is nothing in this promise related to our passage in Luke.



(5)  The fifth promise God made to Abraham was that “By Myself I have sworn, declares the Lord, because you have done this thing and have not withheld your son, your only son, indeed I will greatly bless you, and I will greatly multiply your seed as the stars of the heavens and as the sand which is on the seashore; and your seed shall possess the gate of their enemies.  In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My voice,” Gen 22:16-18.  There is one statement in this promise that is indirectly related to the promise in Luke.  That statement is “your seed shall possess the gate of their enemies.”  This statement describes victory over one’s enemies, which is necessary before “serving Him without fear…all our days” is possible.


c.  Therefore, there is no direct statement in any of God’s promises in the Genesis record that point to the promise described by Zacharias in his praise of the God of Israel.  So did God make a promise to Abraham, which is mentioned by Zacharias, but not recorded in Genesis by Moses?  Apparently so.  Is this unusual?  No, not at all; for we have similar statements made in the book of Hebrews, which are not found in the Old Testament.


d.  When will the Jews be able to serve the God of Israel all their days without fear?  Not until the millennial reign of the Messiah, that is, not until after the defeat of all the enemies of Israel at the second advent of the Messiah, which is described in the previous statement “deliverance from our enemies and from the hand of all those who hate us.”


e.  Therefore, God made a promise to Abraham about His millennial reign and the Jews ability to worship Him without fear for their entire life (one thousand years).  Abraham is included in this promise, which indirectly guarantees his resurrection.

2.  “to give to us”

a.  The promise given to Abraham applies to his descendants, the “us” of this statement.  This “us” refers to the Jews, to whom the God of Israel has made a promise that they will be able to worship and serve Him without fear from their enemies.  The enemies of Israel will cease to exist at the second advent of Christ, when He destroys all the enemies of Israel in one day.  There will be no enemies of Israel again until the Gog Magog revolution at the end of the millennial reign of Christ, when Satan is released from his thousand-year imprisonment in the Abyss and motivates the unbelievers of the world to revolt against Christ.


b.  This verse break is a horrible place to interrupt the thought.  This part of the statement goes with the next verse, so that the complete thought is: “to give to us, after being rescued from the enemies’ hand [second advent], to serve Him without fear in holiness and righteousness before Him all our days [the millennial reign of Christ].”  This is a promise made to Abraham about the millennial reign of the God of Israel, which is clearly not mentioned in the Old Testament.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Declaring His will to Abraham, God has given him a sworn promise which refers to events in the time of salvation.  In this time the people of God shall serve Him ‘in holiness and righteousness.’”
  The “time of salvation” can only refer to the millennial reign of Christ.


b.  “The oath appears in Gen 22:16–18.  [Not exactly; only very indirectly.]  The oppression of the Gentiles seems to be in the mind of Zacharias.”


c.  “The particular covenant that God remembers is His promise to Abraham (Gen 12:1–3; 17:7; 22:16–18; 26:3, 24; Deut. 7:8).  The mention of Abraham recalls that God is faithful to His original commitments.  Through Jesus’ coming, God keeps promises made to both of the key OT figures highlighted by the hymn: Abraham and David.   The rest of the verse, along with 1:74, teaches that God committed to the Abrahamic covenant so that the faithful could serve God.  As the next verse shows, God made covenant commitments and rescued His people in order to gather a people that would serve Him. The expectation of the devout for a political and spiritual rescue is not merely because of a pragmatic desire to be politically free, but also because of a wish to serve God.  God’s covenant people were constituted as a theocracy in the OT. Some wished to return and serve God as a united, sovereign people without the burden of domination by those who did not know the God of Abraham.  The nature of OT promise always had physical and spiritual elements.  How God will fulfill this OT expectation in Christ is part of the burden of Luke–Acts.  Here, fulfillment’s certainty is expressed, so that one raises a note of praise because that reality is drawing near.”
  Notice that this commentator gathers all the promises God to Abraham into one promise in general, but cannot directly relate it to our verse.


d.  Hughes relates the oath/promise/covenant directly to the promise given to Abraham in Gen 22:16-18, which says nothing directly related to the statement made by Zacharias in Luke (see point 1.b.(5) above).


e.  “The Lord had sworn to Abraham that his descendants would be preserved through the bondage of Egypt, and that they should possess the promised land (Gen 15:13, 18).”
  This is a true statement, but it has no relationship to Zacharias’ statement that God remembered His promise “to give to us…to serve Him without fear…all our days.”


f.  “The promise made to Abraham is now understood in spiritual terms.”
  This statement explains nothing.

No other comments were made by any of the other sources I have.  Most commentators ignored the verse and just skipped over it.  This frequently happens, when commentators have no idea what the verse means or how to explain it.  They prefer to be silent rather than be wrong.  I don’t blame them, but believers trying to understand Scripture need more than respectful silence from commentators.
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