John 1:1
Luke 1:72



 is the aorist active infinitive from the verb POIEW, which means “to do, produce, make, manufacture; to show mercy Jam 2:13; Lk 1:72; 10:37a.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that God produced the action.


The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular noun ELEOS, meaning “mercy.”  This is followed by the preposition META plus the adverbial genitive of place from the masculine plural article and noun PATĒR with the possessive genitive from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “to have mercy on someone, show mercy to someone Lk 1:72; 10:37; 1:58.”
  Here it means “to our fathers.”
“to show mercy to our fathers,”

 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the aorist passive infinitive from the verb MIMNĒISKW, which means “to remember.”  The morphology is the same as the infinitive in the first half of this verse.  Then we have the genitive direct object from the feminine singular noun DIATHĒKĒ with the adjective HAGIOS and the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “His holy covenant.”

“and to remember His holy covenant,”
Lk 1:72 corrected translation
“to show mercy to our fathers, and to remember His holy covenant,”
Ps 98:3, “He has remembered His unchanging love and His faithfulness to the house of Israel;

All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.”

Ps 105:8-10, “He has remembered His covenant forever, the word which He commanded to a thousand generations, which He made with Abraham, and His oath to Isaac.  Then He confirmed it to Jacob for a statute, to Israel as an everlasting covenant.”

Isa 43:25, “I, even I, am the one who wipes out your transgressions for My own sake, and I will not remember your sins.”

Micah 7:18-19, “Who is a God like You, who pardons iniquity and passes over the rebellious act of the remnant of His possession?  He does not retain His anger forever, because He delights in unchanging love.  He will again have compassion on us; He will tread our iniquities under foot.

Yes, You will cast all their sins into the depths of the sea.”

Explanation:
1.  “to show mercy to our fathers,”

a.  This verse is the continuation of the sentence begun in verse 68.  The sentence thus far reads: “Worthy of praise [is] the Lord God of Israel; because He has made an appearance to help and has accomplished redemption for His people, and has raised up the Horn of Salvation for us in the house of David, His servant—as He spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets from the earliest times—deliverance from our enemies and from the hand of all those who hate us; to show mercy to our fathers, and to remember His holy covenant,”


b.  The root idea in this part of the sentence is this: “Worthy of praise [is] the Lord God of Israel; because He has made an appearance to accomplish redemption for His people, to show mercy to our fathers.”  The God of Israel made a promise to the forefathers of Zacharias, that is, to Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and others that He would come and provide salvation from their sins.  They were sinners in need of salvation just like the rest of us.  And the Lord promised them His mercy, that is, that He would come and take care of their sin problem that they might have eternal life and live with Him forever.


c.  Now, after two thousand years, the fulfillment of that promise has come.  The God of Israel has made, is making and will make an appearance in human history to demonstrate His great mercy by being judged for the sins of not only “our fathers” but our sins as well.  In showing mercy to those who believed in the God of Israel long ago, the God of Israel is also showing mercy to those who believe in Him now.  He has come into human history to demonstrate His great mercy, which is also a demonstration of His great unconditional love (Jn 3:16).


d.  Therefore, the Lord God of Israel is worthy of the greatest of praise because He has come into human history to provide redemption from sin and demonstrate or show mercy to all those who have or will believe in Him.

2.  “and to remember His holy covenant,”

a.  In addition to showing His mercy, the God of Israel is worthy of praise because He has made an appearance in order to remember His holy covenant.  His covenant is His promise of eternal salvation.  God promised the forefathers of Israel that He would provide redemption from their sins.  He promised them eternal salvation, if they would believe in Him.  This is God’s covenant or promise throughout human history to all mankind.  Notice that “covenant” is singular.  At His second advent the Lord remembers His holy unconditional covenants (plural).  At His first advent the Lord remembers His holy covenant (singular) to provide eternal salvation by redeeming us from our sins.  Mt 26:28, “for this is My blood of the covenant [singular], which is poured out for many for forgiveness of sins.”  Compare also Gal 3:17, “What I am saying is this: the Law, which came four hundred and thirty years later, does not invalidate a covenant [the promise of salvation] previously ratified by God, so as to nullify the promise.”

b.  The promise or covenant is “holy” because it is a perfect promise from a perfect God, who has never failed to keep a promise.  God’s promises are righteous, holy, just, perfect, and immutable.


c.  God has never forgotten any promise He has made to anyone.  Omniscience cannot forget (“I will remember their sins no more” is an anthropopathism, meaning that God will never hold our sins against us).  Omniscience knows everything and remembers everything.  God cannot and will not forget His promise of eternal salvation.  He remembered to provide eternal salvation for us (another anthropopathism) and came to do so.  Therefore, this is another reason He is worthy of praise.  Our Lord Jesus Christ is worthy of praise because He remembered His holy promise to provide eternal salvation and came into the world during His first advent to do so.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “God’s mercy and his covenants [covenant is singular; the passage isn’t talking about all the unconditional covenants to Israel] are brought together; his actions reflect both: in saving his people through Messiah, God is faithful to his covenant promises.  The OT also connects mercy and covenant (Dt 7:9; 1 Kg 8:23).  He keeps his promises with the ancestors of faith.  The expression ‘to do mercy’ gives the result of the coming of salvation.  Some argue that the phrase either explains the salvation of 1:71 or gives the purpose of the coming of salvation. But 1:72 does not really describe messianic [political] salvation, as that is done in 1:71, 74.  Nor is the point that the goal of God’s salvation is to display His mercy, though it does do that.  Rather, the result of messianic salvation is that mercy is displayed and covenant is remembered.  Thus, the verse is not so much interested in God’s motivation for salvation (the purpose view), as it is in articulating what salvation shows or produces, the display of God’s mercy and faithfulness.  As mentioned in Lk 1:54-55, mercy describes God’s loyal, faithful, gracious love as He acts for His people.  Luke repeats the idea in Acts 3:25.  God’s performing mercy means that He takes decisive action for His own.  The same idea occurs when Luke speaks of God’s making redemption (1:68).  What is interesting is the idea of doing mercy ‘to the fathers.’  The reference to a current action done to the fathers implies strongly that the fathers are alive or, at least, are aware of covenant fulfillment.  What God has promised they are seeing come to pass.  God keeps His word.  Messianic salvation also results in God’s remembering His holy covenant.  Again, the description ‘holy’ marks out the covenant as special or set apart.  To ‘remember covenant’ or ‘confirm an oath’ is an OT expression (Ps 105:8; 106:45; Gen 22:16–18; 26:3; Ex 2:24.  The covenant in view is the Abrahamic covenant (1:73).  The idea of remembering is not merely cognitive, but refers to God’s bringing His promise into operation.  The phrase could well be rendered ‘to act’ or ‘to effect’ His holy covenant.  God’s acting for His covenant should encourage Luke’s readers that He will act on the rest of His promises.”


b.  “With its references to showing mercy and remembering the covenant, verse 72 continues to enumerate why the praise of God is appropriate.  Events related to Zechariah, Elizabeth, Mary, and their sons are inexplicable apart from God’s story, grounded in God’s aim, manifest in Israel’s history as narrated in the Scriptures.  The mention of God’s mercy is pivotal.  Here we find the fundamental basis for God’s behavior in any time, and it is surely significant that Jesus will later identify mercy as the primary motivation behind God’s activity and as the basis for ethical behavior for the community of disciples (Lk 6:36).  This mercy is active: literally, God has ‘done mercy.’  Similarly, remembering is more than a cognitive exercise: remembering, God acts.  Current events are for Zechariah a continuation of past divine performance.”


c.  “The OT record of God’s mercy forms the context for its manifestation in the NT.  His steadfast, covenantal, electing love for Israel is conspicuously reflected in Luke’s infancy canticles [songs].  The birth of the Messiah reveals God’s covenantal mercy and faithfulness to save His unworthy people (Lk 1:50, 54, 72, 78; Ps 103:17).”


d.  “Verse 72 is difficult to understand, for how could God show mercy towards Israel’s fathers, a group of men who started with Abraham, a man who had been dead for two thousand years?  When one remembers that Jesus’ preferred program was for the Jewish nation to accept Him as their Messiah, and then, after a short interval, to usher in the millennium, this whole prophecy has clear meaning.  The first phase is salvation from Israel’s enemies (vv. 71, 74).  The next phase is all creation serving God in peace and harmony, just as God originally designed at creation.  This, of course, will occur in the millennium.  The millennium is preceded by the resurrection, so God shows mercy with the (resurrected) fathers of Israel!  How does He show mercy with them?—by using them as His administrative agents for His millennial blessings to the world!”
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