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

 is the comparative use of the conjunction KATHWS, meaning “as; just as,” followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb LALEW, which means “to speak: He spoke.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that God produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition DIA plus the ablative of means from the neuter singular noun STOMA, meaning “by the mouth.”

“as He spoke by the mouth”
 is the possessive genitive from the masculine plural article and adjective HAGIOS plus the noun PROPHĒTĒS and the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “of His holy prophets.”  With this we have the preposition APO plus the adverbial genitive of time from the masculine singular noun AIWN, meaning “of time gone by: from the past, from the earliest times; ‘from time immemorial’ Lk 1:70; Acts 3:21.”

“of His holy prophets from the earliest times—”
Lk 1:70 corrected translation
“as He spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets from the earliest times—”
Explanation:
1.  “as He spoke by the mouth”

a.  This verse is the continuation of the sentence begun in the previous verse.  The sentence thus far reads: “Worthy of praise [is] the Lord God of Israel; because He has made an appearance to help and has accomplished redemption for His people, and has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of David, His servant—as He spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets from the earliest times—” 


b.  Zacharias continues his praise of the God of Israel by inserting a parenthetical example into his statement.  The word “as” introduces the example or illustration.  The subject “He” refers to the God of Israel—the Lord Jesus Christ.


c.  The verb “spoke” indicates God’s communication of His promise or word to the people of Israel, which we call the promise of salvation.  This statement does not refer to the Davidic covenant, but refers all the way back to the promises made regarding the salvation of the Jews to the first prophet of Israel, Moses.

2.  “of His holy prophets from the earliest times—”

a.  Zacharias defines God’s promise of an appearance to help and accomplish redemption for His people as being made by the mouth of God’s holy prophets.  The first and greatest Old Testament prophet to Israel was Moses.  All the prophets that followed had the same message for Israel—that a promised Savior was coming.


b.  This promise that a Savior was coming began from the earliest times of the nation of Israel (1440-1400 B.C.) and continued for the next 1500 years to the birth of Jesus.  Compare Luke’s use of this phrase in Acts 3:18, 20-21, “But the things which God announced beforehand by the mouth of all the prophets, that His Christ would suffer, He has thus fulfilled.  …and that He may send Jesus, the Christ appointed for you, whom heaven must receive until the period of restoration of all things about which God spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets from ancient time.”


c.  The fact that God spoke by the mouth of His prophets indicates that they were inspired by God to say what they said.  The use of the adjective “holy” indicates that their message was absolute truth and was without error or deception.  These prophets from God were holy in contrast to the false prophets sent by Satan to deceive the people.


d.  The Lord God of Israel is worthy of praise because He spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets from the earliest times that He would make an appearance to help and accomplish redemption for His people.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Zechariah now brings in the theme of promise.  The coming of a powerful Messiah corresponds to the promise of the prophets.  What is taking place is according to what God predicted.  The predictive element is emphasized by the multilayered description of the prophets.  The singular reference to the mouth of the prophets portrays their message as unified: they speak from God ‘with one mouth’ about Messiah.  The prophets are holy prophets. The prophets are set-apart instruments of God.   The prophets who uttered this promise date back ‘from early times’, which characterizes the prophecies as laid out in a long succession of prophets, dating back to the early days of the nation.  If the citations in Acts detail this point, then the prophecies date back to Moses’ promise in Dt 18 and include many of the prophets dating from Samuel (Acts 3:18–26).  This specific reference to the prophets of old is found again in Acts 3:21 and 15:18.”


b.  “The coming of the Redeemer was inherent in the covenants God made with His people, and it was promised by the prophets.”


c.  “Zacharias’ words, which were spoken by inspiration of the Holy Spirit, are the Holy Spirit’s own testimony that God spoke through the lips of the prophets.  This is the Scripture definition of verbal inspiration: God speaks and used the mouth of the prophets as His medium.  The whole volume of Scripture prophesied of Him.  He was the sum and scope of all their predictions.  He was Abraham’s promised Seed, Abraham’s Isaac, Jacob’s Shiloh, Moses’ Great Prophet, Isaiah's Immanuel, Ezekiel’s Shepherd, Daniel’s Holy One, Zechariah’s Branch, Malachi’s Angel; all of them predictions of his coming.  He was Abel’s Sacrifice, Noah’s Dove, Abraham’s First Fruits, Aaron’s Rod, the Israelites’ Rock, the Patriarchs’ Manna, David’s Tabernacle, Solomon’s Temple: all these prefigured His Incarnation.”
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