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 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the third person singular aorist deponent middle indicative from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to occur, happen, take place; come: came.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form, but active in meaning with the subject (fear/respect) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition EPI plus the accusative of place from the masculine plural adjective PAS, meaning “on all; everyone.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular noun PHOBOS, meaning “fear; respect.”  Then we have the accusative of place from the masculine plural articular present active participle of the verb PERIOIKEW, which means “to live around.”


The article functions as a demonstrative pronoun, translated “those.”


The present tense is a descriptive present, describing what was occurring at that time.


The active voice indicates that the neighbors of Elizabeth and Zacharias produced the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “them.”

“And respect came on all those living around them;”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the feminine singular adjective HOLOS and the article and noun OREINOS, meaning “in the whole hill country.” With this we have the possessive genitive from the feminine singular article and proper noun IOUDAIA, meaning “of Judea.”  Then we have the third person singular imperfect passive indicative from the verb DIALALEW, which means “to talk about in detail; to discuss in detail/thoroughly; to deliberate.”


The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes a continuing past action without emphasis on its conclusion.  The translation “kept on being discussed in detail” is appropriate here.


The passive voice indicates that the subject (all these matters) receives the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.

Finally, we have the nominative subject from the neuter plural adjective PAS plus the article and the noun HRĒMA with the demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “all these things or matters.”

“and all these things kept on being discussed in detail in the whole hill country of Judea.”
Lk 1:65 corrected translation
“And respect came on all those living around them; and all these things kept on being discussed in detail in the whole hill country of Judea.”
Explanation:
1.  “And respect came on all those living around them;”

a.  Luke continues by describing the attitude that people in that area of Judea had toward Zacharias and Elizabeth as a result of the birth and naming of John the Baptist.  The Greek word PHOBOS has two meanings: fear/respect.  No one was afraid of Zacharias or Elizabeth.  They were both “righteous in the sight of God, walking blameless in all the commandments and requirements of the Lord” (verse 6), which means that they also obeyed the commandments to love their neighbors as they loved themselves.  Therefore, their neighbors had nothing to fear from them.  They had never had anything to fear from them.  No one had ever been or was now afraid of them.  So fear is a really bad translation.


b.  Instead, people had respect for them.  The men would have the ultimate respect for Zacharias since he had experienced something that none of them had ever done—had a conversation with an angel.  The women would respect Elizabeth because not only was she no longer barren, but had a son who was personally named by the God of Israel.  None of the neighbors had that.  The Lord had poured out His grace and mercy on them as had not happened to any of the friends, relatives (other than Mary) or neighbors.  Therefore, all those living around them (which excludes Mary) had the greatest of respect for them.


c.  Zacharias and Elizabeth had lived the spiritual life God provided for them and were finally rewarded in time for it by a tremendous outpouring of the grace of God.  Those living around them could do no less than respect these facts and give this couple the respect they so richly deserved.

2.  “and all these things kept on being discussed in detail in the whole hill country of Judea.”

a.  Luke then adds that the people that lived in that hill country of Judea south of Jerusalem kept on discussing these events and their significance.


b.  The subject “all these things” includes:



(1)  The example of righteous living demonstrated by this couple and God’s reward for them.



(2)  The significance of the child that was born and what he might grow up to be.



(3)  The visitation by an angel to a member of the Jewish race, which hadn’t happened in centuries.  What does that portend for the future?



(4)  The performance of a series of miracles (muting Zacharias, Elizabeth conceiving in old age, the unmuting of Zacharias, the naming of John), which had not happened in Israel for centuries.



(5)  The angel’s statement concerning the impact of John’s life: Lk 1:15-17, “For he will be great in the judgment of the Lord; and he will not drink wine or beer, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit continuously from the womb of his mother.  And he will turn many of the sons of Israel to the Lord their God.  In fact he will go before Him in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the way of thinking of the righteous, to prepare a people having been made ready for the Lord.”  This statement alone was enough for people to discuss for years to come and speculate on all its implications.


c.  Notice these were not just casual conversations, but “discussed in detail.”  These were serious conversations that went over all the nuances and possibilities with a fine-tooth comb.  And Zacharias was alive for years after this to remember, write down, and tell others repeatedly exactly what the angel had said.  The words of the angel would be studied as Rabbis studied the Scriptures.


d.  Another interesting note here is that everyone got involved in these discussions.  The “whole hill country” refers to all the people in the cities, villages, towns, farms and probably in all the synagogues as well.  The story of Zacharias, Elizabeth and John was not soon forgotten or set aside as ‘past history’.  It was something everyone was concerned with and talked about.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Not terror, but religious awe because of contact with the supernatural as in the case of Zacharias.”


b.  “The birth, the unusual name given to John, and the return of Zechariah’s speech brought a twofold response: fear [I disagree] and discussion.  The realization that God was near produced the fear.  Such a response to God’s presence is common (1:12, 30; 5:26; 7:16; 8:37; 21:26; Acts 2:43; 5:5).  All the neighbors who witnessed the event reacted in the same way.  Fear fell upon all as they realized that God was in their midst.  Word of the event spread through Judea.  The imperfect verb (they were discussing) describes the spread of the news.  The subject of discussion is the events that surrounded the birth.  Something different is happening.”


c.  “Fear is a characteristic reaction to the miraculous in Luke-Acts (Lk 1:12; 5:26; Acts 19:17), and this is the response now of ‘all their neighbors.’  [I disagree.]  At this point, in the region as a whole, the primary response seems to be puzzlement.  That something extraordinary is at work is transparent, but what does it all mean?  More pointedly, what will this child’s future role be?  Pondering is associated with Mary elsewhere in the birth narrative, but is otherwise characteristic of those seeking to understand the significance of the ministries of John (3:15) and Jesus (5:22).”


d.  “All this brought about a fresh state of spiritual health within that whole area.  ‘The neighbors were all filled with awe, and throughout the hill country of Judea people were talking about all these things’.  They experienced a healthy ‘awe’ in the presence of divine activity.  They could sense God was at work, and an exhilarating reverence coursed through their souls.  This resulted in ongoing spiritual conversations—an eminently healthy state.”


e.  “The fear that came on all who dwelt around them was that of awe, a deep impression that God was working here.”


f.  “Not terror, but religious awe in the presence of the supernatural.”
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