John 1:1
Luke 1:63



 is the resultant use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And so,” followed by the nominative masculine singular aorist active participle of the verb AITEW, which means “to ask for something.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Zacharias produced the action.


The participle is a temporal participle that precedes the action of the main verb and can be translated “after asking for.”

Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular noun PINAKIDION, which means “a writing tablet.”  This is followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb GRAPHW, meaning “to write: he wrote.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Zacharias produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative masculine singular present active participle of the verb LEGW, which means “to say: saying.”


The present tense is a descriptive present, describing what occurred at that moment.


The active voice indicates that Zacharias produced the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

“And so after asking for a tablet, he wrote saying,”
 is the predicate nominative from the masculine singular proper noun IWANNĒS, meaning “John.”  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: is.”


The present tense is an aorist present, which describes the state of being as a present fact.


The active voice indicates that John’s name produces the state of being what it is.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.

This is followed by the nominative subject from the neuter singular noun ONOMA with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “his name.”

“‘His name is John.’”
 is the additive/continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb THAUMAZW, which means “to wonder; to be astonished; be amazed.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the officials and the people at the circumcision produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural adjective PAS, meaning “all; everyone.”

“And everyone was astonished.”
Lk 1:63 corrected translation
“And so after asking for a tablet, he wrote saying, ‘His name is John.’  And everyone was astonished.”
Explanation:
1.  “And so after asking for a tablet, he wrote saying,”

a.  Luke continues the story of the naming of John the Baptist by telling us what resulted from the frustration of Zacharias not being able to answer through gestures the gestures of the neighbors and relatives that rejected Elizabeth’s suggestion of the name John.  We might ask how Zacharias knew what the people were trying to ask him, if he were in fact both deaf and mute?  Zacharias knew that this was the process of naming the child; for he had been to hundreds of these events during his lifetime.  He also knew that it was the eighth day after the birth of the child and that a circumcision had or was about to take place and that the naming of the child coincided with that circumcision.  So all of these gestures from the people trying to communicate with him were about what he wanted his son named, and Zacharias knew it.


b.  Zacharias quickly and easily solved the problem by asking for a tablet to write on.  He didn’t ask verbally, because he was mute.  He asked by making the motion of writing with his hand, so they would know that he wanted a tablet to write on.


c.  The fact he could write tells us that he was literate, which would be a necessity for a Levitical priest and the Jewish society as a whole was a literate society.  The fact that he could and did write gives us the indirect evidence that he undoubtedly shared the reason for his deafness and muteness with Elizabeth, which is how she knew that the angel Gabriel had visited him.  He had told her in writing many months ago that the child should be named ‘John’ according to the instructions of the angel from God.

2.  “‘His name is John.’”

a.  Four words were all it took to settle the issue, quiet the crowd, and vindicate his wife.  Zacharias couldn’t communicate verbally, but he could do so in writing, which has been one of God’s favorite means of communication throughout human history.


b.  Zacharias obeyed the will of God in giving his child the name God wanted.  This ended his discipline for not believing what Gabriel had told him.


c.  Luke doesn’t say so, but the implication is that the local Rabbi took the tablet and announced to the crowd what Zacharias had written.  The effect on the crowd of neighbors and relatives is now emphasized by Luke.

3.  “And everyone was astonished.”

a.  The ‘everyone’ includes all the neighbors and relatives that didn’t believe Elizabeth.  It does not include Elizabeth, who knew for months what God and her husband wanted the child to be named.  She was not astonished; she was pleased.


b.  The crowd was astonished for several reasons:



(1)  They never expected to Zacharias to turn down the opportunity to name his first born son after himself as was customary.



(2)  They couldn’t initially understand how a deaf-mute man could know exactly what his wife had said a few moments before.  After thinking about it, they would have realized that Zacharias could have written out to his wife the whole story of what he wanted the child named and why long before this day ever came.



(3)  The crowd was astonished that their collective will did not get them what they wanted.  Their peer pressure was unsuccessful and they couldn’t believe it.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “The crowd consults Zechariah, who writes his message on a tablet because he is unable to speak.  pinakidion describes a wood tablet covered with wax.  Zechariah does not speak until after he gives the name.  Zechariah’s reply is emphatic.  Zechariah does not say it shall be John.  The change in tense between Lk 1:60 and 1:63 is significant.  For Zechariah, the child had a name from the time of the angel’s announcement.  There was no choice for him.  His reply indicates obedience and submission to God’s message.  Two reactions follow.  The first reaction is that of the crowd marveling or being amazed.  The basis of the amazement is debated.  (1) They marveled at Zechariah’s agreement with Elizabeth in giving the unusual name.  This view regards the verse as confirmation that Zechariah was deaf, for why would there be amazement if he had heard his wife name the child.  (2) They marveled as a reaction to the firmness of Zechariah’s reply.  What the amazement really reflects is the insistence on the unusual name.  It is hard to be sure that this is an either/or proposition.  It may well be that the combination is what produced the wonder, though the wonder is more understandable if Zechariah is deaf as well as mute.  The key point is that Zechariah learned from his period of silence.  The sign of silence worked; he, even as an already righteous man, learned to trust God’s word even more.”


b.  “Zechariah has not heard his wife’s choice of a name for their son.  That he agrees with her, then, is itself cause for amazement; the people see behind this concordance divine machinations and respond accordingly.”


c.  “Writing tablets were used by scribes for various types of communication (Isa 8:1).  In times such tablets normally consisted of a piece of flat wood covered with wax, which made erasures or corrections easy.”


d.  “The neighbors’ surprise is at the firmness of Zacharias’ statement, or at his confirmation of the unusual name for his son, or perhaps at his agreement with his wife (since he could not have heard her speaking, and the neighbors may have imagined that they had not conferred on the matter).”
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