John 1:1
Luke 1:51



 is the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb POIEW, which means “to do.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact with emphasis on its completion or end-state.  This can be translated by use of the English auxiliary verb “has.”


The active voice indicates that God has produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular noun KRATOS, meaning “mighty deeds.”
  This is followed by the preposition EN plus the instrumental of manner/means from the masculine singular noun BRACHIWN plus the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “with His arm.”

“He has done mighty deeds with His arm;”
 is the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb DIASKORPIZW, which means “to scatter.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact with emphasis on its completion or end-state.  This can be translated by use of the English auxiliary verb “has.”


The active voice indicates that God has produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine plural adjective HUPERĒPHANOS, which means “arrogant, haughty, proud Lk 1:51.”
  This is followed by the locative of sphere/place from the feminine singular noun DIANOIA, meaning “in the thoughts.”  With this we have the possessive genitive from the feminine singular noun KARDIA and the possessive genitive from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “of their heart.”

“He has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their heart.”
Lk 1:51 corrected translation
“He has done mighty deeds with His arm; He has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their heart.”
Ps 98:1, “O sing to the Lord a new song, for He has done wonderful things, His right hand and His holy arm have gained the victory for Him.”

Ps 118:15, “The sound of joyful shouting and salvation is in the tents of the righteous; the right hand of the Lord does valiantly.”

Explanation:
1.  “He has done mighty deeds with His arm;”

a.  Mary continues her praise of God to Elizabeth.  The subject of her declaration is the God of Israel and can refer to God the Father or the Lord Jesus Christ or both. 


b.  The mighty deeds include: the creation of the angels, the universe, mankind, and the Jewish race from Abraham; the deliverance of Israel from slavery in Egypt; the establishment of the nation in the land of Canaan; the establishment of the Jewish monarchy; the deliverance of the southern kingdom from the Assyrians; the restoration of the Jews to the land of Israel; and the continuation of the Jewish race in human history.  But above all this, the greatest of all the mighty deeds to be done by God will be done in the provision of salvation by the Messiah on the Cross, that is, the deliverance of Israel from their state of sinfulness.


c.  The “arm” of God has two connotations: (1) it refers to the power or omnipotence of God, and (2) it refers to the Son of God, the Lord Jesus Christ, who executes the will of the Father.



(1)  Isa 40:10, “Behold, the Lord God will come with might, with His arm ruling for Him.  Behold, His reward is with Him and His recompense before Him.”



(2)  Dt 5:15, “You shall remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt, and the Lord your God brought you out of there by a mighty hand and by an outstretched arm; therefore the Lord your God commanded you to observe the sabbath day.”



(3)  Jn 12:37-38, “But though He had performed so many signs before them, yet they were not believing in Him.  This was to fulfill the word of Isaiah the prophet which he spoke: ‘Lord, who has believed our report? And to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?’”

2.  “He has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their heart.”

a.  The previous statement addresses what God does to deliver and save His people.  This statement addresses what God does to those who oppose His people.  The Lord delivers His people with His mighty arm, while He scattered the proud, the arrogant, who are the enemies of God and His people (believers).


b.  The act of scattering refers primarily to the defeat of enemy armies, but it also refers to the defeat of those who oppose God in other areas of life, such as atheists and unbelievers who are antagonistic to the laws of divine establishment and the teachings of the word of God.  Notice the past tense “has scattered.”  God has done this historically to the Egyptians, the Assyrians, the Babylonians, and other peoples who have opposed both Jews and Christians.


c.  Under the inspiration and filling of the Holy Spirit Mary identifies the real problem with those who oppose God and His people—it is their arrogant pride, that is, the thoughts of their heart.  Scriptural support for this concept is found in:



(1)  Gen 6:5, “Therefore the Lord saw that the evil of mankind was great on the earth.  Consequently, every purpose of the thoughts of his mind is exclusively evil all the time.”



(2)  Rom 1:21-22, “Because although they knew God [Jesus Christ], they did not honor [Him] as God, nor did they feel obligated to give thanks.  Instead they became worthless in their thoughts and their ignorant heart received darkness.  Although claiming to be wise, they became fools.”



(3)  1 Cor 3:20, “and furthermore, ‘The Lord knows the designs [thoughts, reasonings] of the wise, that they are useless [pointless]’.”



(4)  2 Cor 10:4-5, “For the weapons of our warfare [are] not material but powerful because of God for the purpose of the destruction of fortresses, destroying human viewpoint [thoughts and reasonings] and every conceit [pride or arrogance] being in opposition against the knowledge of God, in fact making captive every thought resulting in obedience to Christ.”


d.  Notice that the ‘heart’ (the KARDIA = the right side of the soul as distinguished from the NOUS = the left side of the soul) is the place of thoughts in the soul.   Emotions respond or react to the content of the heart or thoughts in the right side of the soul.  Lk 24:38, “And He said to them, ‘Why are you troubled, and why do doubts arise in your hearts?’”  Compare Lk 9:47.

e.  Mary declares the fact that God has scattered all the arrogant, proud, haughty, evil thoughts of those who oppose Him and they have come to nothing in the past.  The implication is that the same will occur, when the judgment of God finally comes upon them in the future.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Mary turns from a consideration of God’s mercy to His acts of power toward different groups of people.  God’s dealings with the proud and the mighty demonstrate His power toward those on the independent end of the social scale: He punishes the mighty, but lifts up the humble.  God’s exercise of power is described with anthropomorphism, comparing God’s acts with the actions of people.  Thus, the reference to the arm of God and the working of power points to the visible demonstration of God’s authority.  The figure of God’s arm is common in the OT.  The expressions ‘He performed mighty deeds’ and  ‘with His arm’ are Semitisms (Isa 53:1).  Their presence here gives evidence that the hymn is not of Lucan or Greek origin.  Reference to the power of God’s arm appears in key texts describing God’s work, especially in the exodus period.  God will extend His saving power to those who fear [respect] Him.  These lines contrast those who are open and responsive to God with those who are not.  Often the social circumstances of the powerful make them independent of and insensitive to God or to their fellow humans, while the poor often are more dependent on God (so also Paul in 1 Cor 1:26–29).  The reference to God’s powerful working by His arm has generated much discussion.  To what is Mary referring?  The most satisfying approach is to take the aorists as prophetic aorists, that is, portraying the ultimate future events tied to Jesus’ final victory.  These events are seen as so certain that, even though they are future events, they can be portrayed as past realities.  The total salvation of those who fear God is so certain that it can be viewed as having taken place. What God will do is like what God always does, but Mary is interested in what Jesus’ coming will mean.  In a real way, God is setting up a new world order.  Those who are on His side can look for a reversal of current fortune.  Thus, Mary looks forward to God’s vindication of the God-fearers and regards it as a matter of faith that it will come to pass.  What this vindication will involve is the scattering of the proud, those who see no need for God nor for treating fellow humans with compassion.  The idea of God’s dispersing the arrogant or having sovereignty over social status is a popular OT theme (Num 10:35; 1 Sam 2:7; Ps 68:1; 89:10).  This pride is deep-seated and reflects their innermost being.  God will judge such pride.  Lk 18:9–14 is to be seen as a commentary on the contrast between the proud and the humble, which serves as testimony concerning whom God accepts and whom He does not.  God will scatter those who feel no need for Him, but are proud of their spiritual or material attainments and capabilities.”


b.  “The opponents of Jesus, and therefore of God’s purpose, are portrayed as persons who grasp for social respect and positions of honor, who exclude the less fortunate and socially unacceptable from their circles of kinship, who enjoy the power that accompanies their privileged status.”


c.  “This is the language of vindication through judgment; often in the Old Testament, God’s ‘arm’ would save his people and scatter their (His) enemies.  Mary weaves together the language of various psalms.”


d.  “As Mary began, she looked backward and forward, as historian and prophetess, and spoke regarding the moral reversal her Son would bring.  The ‘proud’ whom Mary referenced were literally the ones showing themselves preeminent.  They were the strutting proud, the arrogant, the conceited.  They were proud first in their ‘inmost thoughts’ as they inwardly plotted and schemed to perpetrate their arrogance.”
  “Mary’s words here are words of prophecy about the moral reversal brought about by the birth, life, death, and resurrection of Christ, who would scatter ‘those who are proud.’  But most of all, Mary sang of the final reversal and reckoning that awaits the proud because of Christ’s work.  The Son she bore would later state categorically to the hypocritical religious leaders of his day, ‘For whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles himself will be exalted’ (Mt 23:12).  Twice the New Testament records:  ‘God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble’ (Jam 4:6; 1 Pet 5:5; both quoting Prov 3:34).  Those who possess an imagined sense of moral superiority because of their position in life—who are proud because of their wealth or education or privilege or elite status or ease—who suppose their station is due to some inward spiritual excellence—are in for a rude awakening, because the arm of God will be loosed against them.  And if they do not repent and turn to God, their fate is a ‘done deal’.  It has happened before, and God has not changed.  This is sobering news if in our heart of hearts we cherish thoughts of our moral excellence, if arrogantly we imagine that our good fortune in life is somehow due to an innate superiority.”


e.  “The picture we get is one of arrogant skeptics, haughty scientists, supercilious philosophers, and their imitators among the small fry, who are not only inwardly puffed up but try to lord it over humble believers by attacking God, his Word, any part of its teaching, and the Christian faith as being false and foolish.”
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