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

 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and noun ELEOS with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “His mercy.”  Then we have the preposition EIS plus the adverbial accusative of measure of extent of time from the feminine plural noun GENEA with the additive use of the conjunction KAI and the noun GENEA again, meaning literally “for generations and generations.”  BDAG suggests the translation “for generation after generation.”
  There are two problems with this suggestion: the nouns are plural, not singular and the word META, meaning “after” could have been used instead of KAI.  There is no verb which suggests the ellipsis of the verb EIMI, meaning “[is].”

“And His mercy [is] for generations and generations”
 is the dative of indirect object or the dative of advantage from the masculine plural articular present passive participle of the verb PHOBEW, which means “to respect someone.”


The article functions as a relative pronoun with an embedded demonstrative pronoun, meaning “to those who” or “for those who.”


The present tense is a retroactive progressive present, which describes a present continuing action that began in the past and is still occurring.


The passive voice indicates that the subject (believers) receive the action of respecting God.


The participle is circumstantial.

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “Him” and referring to God.

“to those who respect Him.”
Lk 1:50 corrected translation
“And His mercy [is] for generations and generations to those who respect Him.”
Explanation:
Ps 103:13, “Just as a father has compassion on his children, so the Lord has compassion on those who fear Him.”

Ps 103:17, “But the lovingkindness of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting on those who fear Him, and His righteousness to children’s children,”

1.  “And His mercy [is] for generations and generations”

a.  Mary continues her praise of God for His blessing by emphasizes one of the most important characteristics of God toward mankind—His mercy.  God’s mercy is His grace in action.  God grace comes from His love for His creatures.  Therefore, the mercy of God is one of the expressions of the unconditional love of God.  God’s mercy was demonstrated most dramatically at the Cross, in what our Lord Jesus Christ did for us by bearing our sins and being judged as a substitute for us.  This was the greatest demonstration of the unconditional love, graciousness, and mercy of God.  On the basis of our Lord’s sacrifice of Himself for us on the Cross God the Father is able to forgive us of our sins and extend His offer of eternal salvation to us.  Our acceptance of God’s offer of salvation results in God extending His mercy toward us by saving our soul.  Mary was fully aware of all this theology and she praises God for every bit of it.


b.  The phrase “for generations and generations” is a periphrastic way of saying that God’s mercy is eternal.  For once He extends His mercy towards us He never takes it back.  Our salvation is eternal; it is for generations and generations.  It is for all time.  Mary understood and declared that God’s mercy was not being extended toward her alone or toward just her and Elizabeth, but was being extended to every generation of human history in which someone had believed in the God of Israel and would therefore be saved.


c.  God’s mercy is mentioned many times in Scripture.



(1)  Mk 5:18-19, “And as He was getting into the boat, the demon-possessed man was imploring Him that he might be with Him.  And He did not let him, but He said to him, ‘Go to your house to your own people and report to them all that the Lord has done for you, and had mercy on you.’”


(2)  Rom 9:15-19, “For instance He says to Moses, ‘I will have mercy on whomever I show mercy, and I will have compassion on whomever I show compassion.’  So then, [it is] not because of him who desires [mercy and compassion], nor because of him who exerts oneself to the limit of one’s powers in an attempt to run [after blessing], but from God who has mercy.  For the Scripture says about Pharaoh, ‘For this very reason I have caused you to appear [in history], in order that I might demonstrate My power by means of you, and in order that My Person might be proclaimed throughout all the earth.’  So then, He shows mercy on whom He desires, but whom He wishes He hardens.  Therefore, you will say to me, ‘Why does He still find fault?  Because who has resisted His purpose?’”



(3)  Rom 9:22-24, “Moreover, although willing to demonstrate His wrath and to reveal His omnipotence, God has endured with great patience vessels of wrath [unbelievers] having been prepared for destruction [the Last Judgment], also in order that He might reveal the riches of His glory on vessels of mercy, which He previously prepared for glory, even us whom He has elected, not only from Jews but also from Gentiles.”


(4)  Rom 11:30-32, “Therefore just as at one time you had been disobedient to God, but now you have received mercy because of their disobedient unbelief, so also now these [Jews] have disobeyed because of the mercy belonging to you, in order that now they [Jewish remnant] also might receive mercy. For God has locked up the entire human race because of disobedience, in order that He might have mercy on the entire human race.”



(5)  Rom 15:8-9, “Now I keep on asserting that Christ has become a minister to the circumcision on behalf of the truth of God to confirm the promises to the fathers, and that the Gentiles might glorify God for [His] mercy, just as it stands written, ‘Because of this I will praise You among the Gentiles and I will sing hymns to Your Person.’”



(6)  Eph 2:4-5, “But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great unconditional love, with which He loved us, even when we were dead in transgressions, caused [us] to be made alive in association with Christ (by grace you have been saved with the result that you are saved)…”



(7)  1 Tim 1:16, “Nevertheless, for this reason, I received mercy, in order that in me, the foremost sinner, Christ Jesus might demonstrate His whole patience as a prototype to those who are destined to believe in Him for eternal life.”



(8)  Tit 3:4-5, “But when the integrity and the kindness of God our Savior showed itself, not by means of works (the ones in righteousness which we have done) but on the basis of His mercy He saved us through the washing of regeneration; that is, through the renewal produced by the Holy Spirit,…”



(9)  1 Pet 1:3, “Worthy of praise is God even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who because of His great mercy [compassion] caused us to be born again to a living confidence through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,…”



(10)  2 Jn 1:3, “Grace, mercy, harmony will be with us from God the Father and from Jesus Christ the Son of the Father by means of truth and unconditional love.”



(11)  Jude 2, “May mercy and prosperity and unconditional love be multiplied to you.”



(12)  Jude 21, “guard yourselves by means of virtue-love for God, wait for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ with reference to eternal life.”

2.  “to those who respect Him.”

a.  Mary concludes this declaration by noting that God’s mercy is shown only to those who respect Him.  We respect God by obeying Him.  And the first and most important obedience we owe God is believing in what His Son, our Savior, did on the Cross for us.  Faith in Christ is respect for the will of the Father, who asks us to believe in His Son and what He did to save us.


b.  Those who do not believe in Christ disrespect Jesus and the work He did not on the Cross for our so great salvation.


c.  God extends His mercy to those who respect Him by believing in Him, His plan, His offer of salvation, and all that He has promised those who believe in Christ.  God’s wrath remains or abides on those who refuse to believe and thereby continue to disrespect God.


d.  God the Father and the Holy Spirit say to every member of the human race, “Believe in Christ and you will be saved.”  The unrepentant unbeliever who refuses to change their mind and believe in Christ in effect, says to God, “I don’t believe You; You are not telling the truth.”  Thus they indirectly accuse God of lying, and this is disrespect of God.  Therefore, those who reject God’s offer of salvation receive no mercy from God, but die in their hardness of heart and blind arrogance.  The mercy of God is wasted on them.


e.  But the great news for us is that the mercy of God has been extended to us who believe and that mercy will last forever.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Mary turns from describing the ground of her praise in terms of God’s holiness to a consideration of his mercy.  One attribute leads into the other.  God’s unique character is not separable from his mercy, for holiness expresses itself in mercy, which refers to the loyal, gracious, faithful love that God has in covenant for His people.  Such gracious faithfulness characterizes God’s dealings with those who acknowledge Him.  God’s timeless and changeless faithfulness is behind the reference to ‘generation to generation,’ a phrase that appears in various ways in the OT.  Thus, what Mary experienced parallels what believers throughout time experience.  Mary is counting on such faithfulness for future generations.  God’s favor is specifically directed to those who fear God.  ‘Fearing God’ and conceptual parallels are common OT descriptions of anyone who acknowledges God’s position and authority (those who love God and keep His commandments; those of contrite heart seek God).  Lk 1:50 forms a transition in that Mary turns from a consideration of God’s specific action for her to a consideration of God’s actions for His people (1:51–53).  The acts of mercy described in 1:51–53 show that Mary is but one of many such blessed God-fearers.  Luke wants his readers to appreciate this point, so they too might fear God and see Him work.  Such an identification with the promise of God’s faithfulness should be assuring to the reader.”


b.  “To speak of God’s ‘mercy’ is immediately to conjure up images of the corporate people of God, for this ‘mercy’ is nothing less than God’s gracious initiative that is the presupposition for His creating humanity as His covenant partner and for His continued relationship with humanity in spite of the repeated opposition of men and women to His purpose.  This Song outlines a selection of forms that opposition has taken—oppression of people, pride, claims of power, wealth—and it is against such opposing forces that God has, in Mary’s image, come to do war.  But He has done so not out of obligation but out of His mercy.”


c.  “Mary recognized that God’s ‘mercy’ (gracious faithfulness) will extend to all generations.  Mercy characterizes God’s dealings with his people.  Ultimately God’s mercy will transcend time.”


d.  “Mercy always presupposes grace and rests upon it.  Respect/fear denotes the awe which fills the heart and reflects itself in the bearing of those who recognize aright God’s majesty and greatness.  God’s love, grace, and mercy move believers to honor and obey Him with childlike reverence.  Fear/respect involves faith and willing obedience.  The rest have spurned that mercy, which tried to bless them also.”
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