John 1:1
Luke 1:40



 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EISERCHOMAI, which means “to enter.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Mary produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the masculine singular article and noun OIKOS, meaning “into the house.”  With this we have the possessive genitive from the masculine singular proper noun ZACHARIAS, transliterated as “of Zacharias.”

“and entered into the house of Zacharias”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the third person singular aorist deponent middle indicative from the verb ASPAZOMAI, which means “to greet.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form but active in meaning with the subject (Mary) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

 Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and proper noun ELISABET, transliterated as “Elizabeth.”

“and greeted Elizabeth.”
Lk 1:40 corrected translation
“and entered into the house of Zacharias and greeted Elizabeth.”
Explanation:
1.  “and entered into the house of Zacharias”

a.  This verse is the continuation of the sentence begun in the previous verse.  The entire sentence now reads: “Now at this time Mary, after getting ready, traveled with haste to the hill country, to a city of Judah, and entered into the house of Zacharias and greeted Elizabeth.”


b.  Upon arriving the city in the hill country of Judea, Mary goes directly to the house of Zacharias.  The implication is that she has been there before and knows exactly where to go, since no mention is made of her having to search for the house or inquire from others as to its location.


c.  Also implied here is that she is welcomed into the home, since she is recognized by Elizabeth and Zacharias.  Zacharias may have been at work at the time and Elizabeth was alone or he may have been at home and answered the door first.  We are not given any of these details, indicating that Luke doesn’t see any of this routine as essential to his story.  This is not the first time they have met.  They are well known to each other.  We should remember that no word preceded her coming and her arrival was undoubtedly a pleasant surprise.


d.  Upon entering the house Zacharias or those escorting Mary would have helped unload her belongings while she greeted Elizabeth.  Zacharias is tending to Mary’s things while Mary is greeting Elizabeth.  Remember that Mary had already been told by the angel that Elizabeth was in her sixth month of pregnancy.  Mary was coming to stay for the next three months until the baby was delivered.  Even if she only packed one ‘suitcase’, she would have had difficulty carrying it one hundred miles from Nazareth to the hill country of Judea.  Therefore, someone had to be with her helping her, whether friends or fellow Jews making the trip in the same direction.

2.  “and greeted Elizabeth.”

a.  Mary observed the proper protocol and greeted Elizabeth, her relative.  The customary greeting on entering a home was EIRĒNĒ SOI = ‘peace to you’.
  Her greeting would have been a most welcome surprise and joy for Elizabeth, who undoubtedly had great affection for the young relative.


b.  Luke does not tell us the exact words of the greeting, but it was probably the normal or typical greeting given upon entering the home of a friend or relative.  The greeting was short, sweet, and full of happiness.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Her first glance at Elisabeth showed the truth of the angel’s message.  The two mothers had a bond of sympathy.”


b.  “Luke places great emphasis on Mary’s greeting, mentioning it three times (verses 40, 41, 44).  Since we are not privy to its contents, its primary significance seems to be on the response of Elizabeth’s unborn child to it, mentioned twice (verses 41, 44).  Elizabeth first receives greetings from Mary.  This is proper, for Elizabeth is clearly the superior, by normal canons at least.  She is a daughter of Aaron, the wife of a priest, the elder of these two women.  What is more, had she not received divine affirmation in the blessing of a child?  What is surprising, then, is Elizabeth’s greeting to Mary.”


c.  “Other greetings in the OT are: ‘The Lord be with you!’  Ruth 2:4, ‘The Lord bless you!’  ‘The blessing of the Lord be upon you!’ Ps 129:8.  In the NT the usual word for greeting is aspasmós, meaning “greetings.”  A frequent form of greeting is chaírō (‘rejoice’ ‘Joy to you!’)  When Jesus sent forth His disciples, they were to salute the house they came to (Mt 10:12), saying, ‘Peace [eiré̄nē] be to this house!’ (Lk 10:5).  After His resurrection Jesus greeted His disciples saying, ‘Peace be with you’ (Jn 20:19, 21, 26).


d.  “Greetings were normally blessings meant to bestow peace.”


e.  “The confirmation Mary sought was quick in coming, for Elizabeth’s obvious pregnancy (she was in her sixth month) confirmed her angelic revelation.”
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