John 1:1
Luke 1:25



 is the conjunction HOTI, which introduces direct discourse and is translated by quotation marks.  Then we have the adverb of manner HOUTWS, which means “in this manner; in this way; thus.”  This is followed by instrumental of manner from first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “with me” and referring to Elizabeth.  Then we have the third person singular perfect active indicative from the verb POIEW, which means “to do, produce, manufacture; to deal with (when the dative follows the verb).”


The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes a past, completed action, which can be translated by use of the English auxiliary verb “has.”


The active voice indicates that the Lord produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular noun KURIOS, meaning “the Lord.”  Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of time from the feminine plural noun HĒMERA, meaning “in the days.”  This is followed by the locative of sphere from the feminine plural relative pronoun HOS, meaning “in which.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EPEIDON (EPI + EIDON), which means “to look upon; to look at; to concern oneself with.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the Lord produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“‘The Lord has dealt with me in this way in the days in which He concerned Himself”
 is the aorist active infinitive from the verb APHAIREW, which means “to take away; to remove.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the Lord produced the action. 


The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular noun ONEIDOS with the possessive genitive from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “my disgrace.”  Finally, we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place/sphere from the masculine plural noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “among men.”

“to take away my disgrace among men.’”
Lk 1:25 corrected translation
“‘The Lord has dealt with me in this way in the days in which He concerned Himself to take away my disgrace among men.’”
Explanation:
1.  “‘The Lord has dealt with me in this way in the days in which He concerned Himself”

a.  Luke concludes this story with the verbal response of Elizabeth to the fact she has become pregnant with her first child in her advanced age.  The first and most important thing to her is the fact that the Lord (referring to God the Father or the Lord Jesus Christ or both) has done this for her (not to her as some would consider it).  God is responsible for this blessing and she acknowledges that fact.


b.  She states that the Lord has dealt with her in “this way,” but does not say what that way is.  We have to deduce from the context that the Lord has dealt with her in a positive way, a way of love and grace and blessing and joy and thoughtfulness.


c.  Then she acknowledges the timeframe involved—“in the days,” which refers to not just the day she discovered she was pregnant, but all the days of her pregnancy and for as long as she lived with her son thereafter.  Every day was a day of blessing from the Lord.  Every day was a day of graciousness and happiness from the time of her conception until the day of her death.


d.  The final prepositional phrase “in which He concerned Himself” is not to imply that the Lord didn’t concern Himself about her prior to this; for the Lord had concerned Himself about her in eternity past, when He decreed all things, just as He has always concerned Himself about us.  There has never been a time when the Lord has not concerned Himself about each one of us.  This is another way of Elizabeth saying that the Lord has looked favorably upon her in a very special way at this time in her life.


e.  Why did God wait so long in the life of Sarah, Elizabeth and other women in the line of Christ to cause their pregnancy?  This was God’s way of telling Satan at the last possible moment that his plans had failed and God’s plan would continue on to its successful conclusion in spite of all Satan’s efforts to stop it.

2.  “to take away my disgrace among men.’”

a.  This clause explains exactly what that special way was that the Lord concerned about Himself her.  The Lord took away her disgrace among people by causing her to become pregnant through her husband.


b.  The Jews considered barrenness in a married woman to be a disgrace and curse from God as punishment for some past failure or flaw in the family.  Elizabeth had lived with this “disgrace” all her life and was still a righteous person along with her husband.  This supposed disgrace from others was undeserved and unnecessary, but Elizabeth was now thankful that she didn’t have to deal with it any more.


c.  The Lord concerned Himself with her “disgrace” and put an end to it.  She considered this a wonderful thing from the Lord especially for her.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “To be without a child was a sign of God’s displeasure and in that sense a reproach among men, who would point to this couple as being for some reason punished by God.  She is happy because her reproach is gone and she, too, is to have a child as a sign of God’s pleasure.  Already that is enough for her.”


b.  “Elizabeth interprets her pregnancy as being due to the gracious act of God.”


c.  Reproach was “keenly felt by a Jewish wife because the husband wanted an heir and because of the hope of the Messiah, and because of the mother’s longing for a child.”


d.  “Luke briefly reports Elizabeth’s reaction to her pregnancy.  The verse still depicts Elizabeth’s attitude to the end of her barrenness.  Elizabeth expresses both relief and joy that God removed this source of public shame (barrenness was commonly viewed this way).  Expressing thanks to the Lord for the provision of a child is a common OT theme (Sarah in Gen 21:6; Rachel in Gen 30:23).  She stresses God’s active and personal involvement in her life.  The Lord has watched over Elizabeth so that her reproach among people is gone.  It may be that Elizabeth’s knowledge about the child’s significance is the cause for her withdrawal.  Two themes dominate this final unit.  First, there is a sense of joy and relief since God has removed a source of Elizabeth’s pain.  God has acted in her life.  The second theme is God’s personal attention to Elizabeth, a point expressed in the idea of God’s visitation.  As God deals with His salvation plan, He is also meeting human needs.  John may have a special role for Israel, but the child also met a personal need for Elizabeth.”


e.  “Luke did not say in verse 25 if Elizabeth knew about the destiny of her son at this time.  However, because she knew that his name was to be John (verse 60) even before Zechariah was able to speak, he probably communicated his entire vision in writing.”


f.  “Her open-handed acceptance of God’s intervention on her behalf contrasts sharply with her husband’s hesitation and unbelief.  Hardly for the last time in Luke-Acts, a woman is put forward as a recipient of God’s favor and as a model of faithfulness to God’s purpose.  That these two responses are thus placed side by side focuses the question for Israel in the narrative: How will ‘the people’ respond to the divine initiative to redeem God’s people, to remove their shame in the face of the nations?  It also poses the question for the reader: Will we believe, acknowledging the gracious hand of God?  Her response echoes the words of Sarah (Gen 21:6) and, especially, Rachel: “God has taken away my reproach” (Gen 30:22–23).”


g.  “The Jews regarded childlessness as a sign of divine displeasure, and therefore as a reproach.  How often we think God must be displeased with us because things are not going the way we want, yet in reality He has more magnificent things in store for us!  Elizabeth thought she was under reproach, but God declared her blameless and had a unique blessing and privilege in store for her!  Elizabeth thought God was taking away her reproach; indeed, He was showering her with honor!  John’s conception so late in his mother’s marriage and life is remarkably parallel to Isaac’s, for, firstly, Sarah was well past childbearing and had long been married to Abraham before she miraculously conceived.  Secondly, the hill country centers on Hebron where Sarah received news of her supernatural conception two millennia previously!  Spiritually sensitive Jews, pondering Elizabeth’s miracle, would quickly note she was resident in the same area as her illustrious forebear when she, too, received news of bearing a baby beyond the time of women.  The similarities would surely have impressed on them that John must be as exceptional and special as Isaac.  They must have wondered just what great things God had in store for Israel for Him to be rerunning this special scenario! We do well to recognize these similarities, for then we begin to understand the perfection of God’s plan and the impact of John’s birth on the people in the hill country of Judea.”
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