John 1:1
Luke 1:18



 is the transitional use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And; And then,” followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EIPON, which means “to say: said.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Zacharias produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular proper noun ZACHARIAS, meaning “Zacharias,” followed by the preposition PROS plus the accusative of place from the masculine singular article and noun AGGELOS, meaning “to the angel.”

“And then Zacharias said to the angel,”
 is the preposition KATA plus the adverbial accusative of general reference from the neuter singular interrogative pronoun TIS, meaning “in accordance with what?” or “by what shall I know this? Lk 1:18.”
  Then we have the first person singular future deponent middle indicative from the verb GINWSKW, which means “to know: will I know.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form but active in meaning with the subject (Zacharias) producing the action.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that can be answered by providing factual information.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “this.”

“‘By what will I know this?”
 is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” plus the nominative subject from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “I” and the first person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: I am.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which views the present state of being as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Zacharias produces the present state of being something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular noun PRESBUTĒS, meaning “an old man.”  With this we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the predicate nominative from the feminine singular article and noun GUNĒ with the possessive genitive from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “my wife.”  Next we have the nominative feminine singular perfect active participle of the verb PROBAINW, which means “to be advanced.”


The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which emphasizes a present state of being as a result of a past, completed action.


The active voice indicates that Elizabeth produces the action of being advanced in days.


The participle is circumstantial.

Finally, we have the preposition EN plus the locative of time from the feminine plural article and noun HĒMERA with the possessive genitive from the third person feminine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “in her days.”

“For I am an old man and my wife is advanced in her days.’”
Lk 1:18 corrected translation
“And then Zacharias said to the angel, ‘By what will I know this?  For I am an old man and my wife is advanced in her days.’”
Explanation:
1.  “And then Zacharias said to the angel,”

a.  Luke continues the story of Zacharias in the temple listening to the angel of the Lord predict what a wonderful son Zacharias will have and how dynamic his son’s ministry for the Lord will be by telling us what Zacharias said in response to the angel’s declaration.


b.  Zacharias has listened carefully to all the angel has said and now understands that he has the freedom to respond to what he has been told.  Zacharias is not forced by God or the angel to respond in any manner, but does so from his own free will, and therefore, will be responsible for what he says.

2.  “‘By what will I know this?”

a.  The phrase “By what” is literal, and can be idiomatic meaning “How will I know this?” or “By what [sign] will I know this?” since Jewish unbelief was always looking for a sign.


b.  This question was an indirect statement of unbelief by Zacharias as mentioned by the angel in the following context.  Zacharias questioned the angel’s truthfulness, which was the last thing he should have done.  This was an even worse response to an angelic declaration from God than the apostle John’s falling at the feet of a messenger angel in Revelation and being told to not do that.


c.  Why is this questioning so wrong?  It is wrong because Zacharias isn’t really questioning the angel, but the Person who sent the angel with this message, which means Zacharias is really questioning the veracity of God, and that is a form of blasphemy.  No one has the right to question the truthfulness or veracity of God.  To do such is to attempt to make God a liar, which is satanic at its core.


d.  The answer to this question is that Zacharias will know all this by watching it play out in the rest of his life.
3.  “For I am an old man and my wife is advanced in her days.’”

a.  Zacharias then states the reason for his question.  Perhaps the angel gave Zacharias a look of disappointment after hearing his question, which then prompted this explanation from Zacharias in an attempt to justify his question.  This is a subtle form of self-justification.


b.  The angel knew Zacharias was an old man before he ever delivered his message to Zacharias.  So Zacharias isn’t telling the angel something he didn’t know, and therefore, is wasting his words by saying this.  The angel also knew how old Elizabeth was and the fact that she was well beyond child-bearing.


c.  Whatever thoughts Zacharias might have previously had in remembering how the Lord had blessed Abraham and Sarah in their old age are now completely gone.  As far as Zacharias is concerned the Lord cannot do for him and Elizabeth what the Lord did for Abraham and Sarah.  Therefore, Zacharias’ excuse for his unbelief is no excuse at all.


d.  Zacharias has clearly forgotten the Scripture, which says, “Is anything too difficult for the Lord?  At the appointed time I will return to you, at this time next year, and Sarah will have a son.” Gen 18:14 and Jer 32:27, “Behold, I am the Lord, the God of all flesh; is anything too difficult for Me?”  Zacharias has no only questioned the truthfulness of God, but the power of God as well.  For someone who the Lord considered to be righteous, this was quite an error in judgment.  And yet the Lord still kept His promise and still loved Zacharias.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “It was too good to be true and Zacharias demanded proof and gives the reason for his doubt.  He had prayed for this blessing and was now skeptical like the disciples in the house of Mary about the return of Peter (Acts 12:14f).”


b.  “A human touch enters with Zechariah’s response.  He questions what the angel says about a child, because of his age and his wife’s advanced years.  Unlike some legendary accounts, where the miraculous occurs as a matter of course, in this narrative the angel’s announcement catches Zechariah off guard.  His response is typically human: he asks for a confirming sign.  The request for a sign has OT precedent in that Abraham (Gen 15:3–8; 18:11–12, also pleading age), Gideon (Judg 6:37), Hezekiah (2 Kg 20:8), and Ahaz (Isa 7:11) requested signs from God.  King Saul was told of signs to look for to guarantee what was said (1 Sam 10:2–7).  In Lk 1:20 the Lord grants the sign, but also issues a rebuke about unbelief.  The sign delays any revelation of the miracle until it comes to pass.  God granted the sign and yet called on Zechariah [Zacharias] to believe his word (Lk 1:20).”


c.  “You would think that the presence of an angel and the announcement of God’s Word would encourage Zacharias’ faith, but they did not.  Instead of looking to God by faith, the priest looked at himself and his wife and decided that the birth of a son was impossible.  He wanted some assurance beyond the plain word of Gabriel, God’s messenger, perhaps a sign from God.  This, of course, was unbelief, and unbelief is something God does not accept.  Zacharias was really questioning God’s ability to fulfill His own Word!  Had he forgotten what God did for Abraham and Sarah? (Rom 4:18–25)  Did he think that his physical limitations would hinder Almighty God?”


d.  “Like Zechariah here, Abraham, Gideon and others in the Old Testament asked for signs in the face of astounding promises, but they were not punished.  That Zechariah’s sign should be harsher to him suggests only that this revelation is much greater than those which preceded it.”


e.  “Verse 18 could be paraphrased, ‘Prove it’; that is why Zacharias was punished by being struck dumb—he was reluctant to believe God’s word.”


f.  “Zechariah should not have doubted, for several reasons:



(1)  He was well acquainted with the Scriptures and knew about the divine interventions in the births of Isaac and Samson and Samuel.  He should have concluded that since God had done it before, he could do it again.



(2)  Zechariah was a priest, not an atheist.  He was a man of God and thus was noted for his piety and faith, an ‘upright’ man.



(3)  He was offering prayer in the temple on the most important day of his life.  Moreover, the offering of incense symbolized petition for corporate Israel.  As part of the community of faith, he should have had a bigger view of God.



(4)  He was confronted by a being he knew to be supernatural (thus his terror).  So he knew the message was from God.

Yet Zechariah disbelieved!  This was serious, because in his doubt he implicitly denied the power that would be so central to the gospel—namely, the power of resurrection.  If God could not give Zechariah’s wife Elizabeth the power to conceive, how could he raise Jesus’ body from the tomb?  The priest’s unbelief was unknowingly subversive to the entire gospel.  The messianic age demands belief!”


g.  “Among the Jews childlessness was considered one of God’s punishments and a sure sign of His displeasure and many children a sure sign of his favor and a great blessing.  One of the questions that must have lain heavily on the old priest’s mind was why he should be thus punished by God when both he and his wife served God most faithfully.  So the sudden announcement, though it comes from an angel’s lips, seems entirely unbelievable to him.  This does not explain his unbelief, for that lies unexplained in the secret recesses of his heart.”
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