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

 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the third person singular aorist passive indicative from the verb TARASSW, which means “to be shaken; to be troubled, frightened, terrified Mt 2:3; 14:26; Mk 6:50; Lk 1:12; 24:38.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The passive voice indicates that Zacharias received the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the nominative masculine singular aorist active participle of the verb EIDON, which means “to see.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Zacharias produced the action.


The participle is a temporal participle that precedes the action of the main verb and can be translated either “when he saw” or “after seeing.”  There is no direct object “[the angel]” in the Greek.  The object is implied by the context, but not stated.

“And Zacharias was terrified when he saw [the angel],”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular noun PHOBOS, meaning “fear.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EPIPIPTW, which means “to befall; to come upon; to fall on.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that fear produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the preposition EPI plus the accusative of place from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “on him.”

“and fear came on him.”
Lk 1:12 corrected translation
“And Zacharias was terrified when he saw [the angel], and fear came on him.”
Explanation:
1.  “And Zacharias was terrified when he saw [the angel],”

a.  Luke continues by describing Zacharias’ emotional reaction to seeing the angel.  His immediate reaction was one of being terrified.  This is a normal reaction to something that was not expected to happen, especially in the Holy Place in the Temple in Jerusalem—the most sacred place on earth (other than the Holy of Holies).


b.  What thought raced through Zacharias’ mind that created this terror?  He thought he was about to die, because he thought he had come face to face with the Angel of the Lord, that is, with the God of Israel, and no one was able to see God and live according to Jud 6:22-23, “When Gideon saw that he was the angel of the Lord, he said, ‘Alas, O Lord God!  For now I have seen the angel of the Lord face to face.  The Lord said to him, ‘Peace to you, do not fear; you shall not die.’”  Jud 13:22, “So Manoah said to his wife, ‘We will surely die, for we have seen God.’”


c.  This same reaction will occur with the shepherds in Lk 2:9.  It is also the same reaction that Daniel had in Dan 8:16-17, “And I heard the voice of a man between the banks of Ulai, and he called out and said, ‘Gabriel, give this man an understanding of the vision.  So he came near to where I was standing, and when he came I was frightened and fell on my face; but he said to me, ‘Son of man, understand that the vision pertains to the time of the end.’”

2.  “and fear came on him.”

a.  The initial shock and terror gave way to a sustained fear.  Zacharias thinks he is in the presence of the Angel of the Lord rather than an angel of the Lord.  The Angel of the Lord is an Old Testament appearance of Jesus Christ, called a theophany.  The appearance of an angel of the Lord is simply the appearance of an angel to a person (or persons) in order to deliver some message from God.


b.  At this point Zacharias is overcome and overwhelmed by his own fear, not realizing that he has nothing to fear.  He undoubtedly thinks that he has done something wrong or that in his old age this is his time and manner of death.


c.  Since this is a natural reaction to a very unnatural occurrence, it is highly inappropriate to fault Zacharias or self-righteously condemn him for a sin of fear.  He is not out of fellowship with God.  On the contrary, he is very much in fellowship with God, which is why the angel is there in the first place.


d.  Zacharias will recover quickly; as soon as the angel speaks to him.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Zechariah reacts. When he saw the angel, he was terrified with fear.  In the Scriptures, an encounter with the Divine or his agents usually produces fear (Ex 15:16; Judg 6:22–23; 13:6, 22; 2 Sam. 6:9; Isa 6:5; Dan 8:16–17; 10:10–11).  Luke consistently records this response to God’s presence, His activity, or the presence of His messengers (Lk 1:29–30, 65; 2:9; 5:8–10; 9:34; Acts 5:5, 11).  The priest’s response is real terror, as is indicated by the verb etarachthē, he was afraid; Mk 6:50; Lk 1:29; 24:38.  The description is not a mere literary touch, for when humans contact the ‘unseen world’ they often respond with fear at the unknown.  This response reveals that Zechariah is taken aback by the angel’s appearance.  He does not expect it, nor does he view it as a common occurrence.  Rather it places him in deep anxiety.  The angel’s presence heightens the drama.  God is at work.”


b.  “When Gabriel appeared by the altar, Zacharias was frightened, for the angel’s appearance could have meant divine judgment.”


c.  “In Luke, many people responded with fear or awe (phobos) when confronted with mighty acts of God (compare Lk 1:30, 65; 2:9–10; 5:10, 26; 7:16; 8:25, 37, 50; 9:34, 45; 12:4–5, 32; 21:26; 23:40).”


d.  “He has seen an angel of the Lord and, like persons in Greek, scriptural, and apocalyptic literature before him, he is overcome with fear.”


e.  “People usually reacted with fear to angelic revelations in the Old Testament as well.”


f.  “Zacharias’ fear at seeing the angel was more than just fear of the supernatural, it was fear of divine judgment and death.  Jewish angelology considered the left side as the place for an angel, only God used the right side. So these traditions suggested to Zacharias that he was seeing God. Now, as no man can see God and live (Ex 33:20, But He said, ‘You cannot see My face, for no man can see Me and live!’), he was terrified!”


g.  “We know that the angel’s appearance was dramatic because of the extreme fear that fell upon Zechariah.  This ‘angel of the Lord’ was none other than Gabriel, who had appeared in Babylon over 500 years before (Lk 1:19 and Dan 8:16).  There is divinely intended parallelism in these appearances.  Gabriel appeared to Daniel at the time of the evening sacrifice (Dan 9:20–21), and now Gabriel appears to Zechariah at the time of sacrifice, which was probably the evening sacrifice.  Daniel described his response by saying, ‘I was terrified and fell prostrate’ (Dan 8:17), and Zechariah matched his terror (Lk 1:12).”


h.  “This initial reaction on Zacharias’ part is perfectly normal.  Any mortal being, be he ever so godly, must be mightily disturbed and filled with fear at the sight of some glorious being from the other world.  Those who think that he expected something extraordinary are evidently mistaken.”
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