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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1

 is the comparative conjunction HWS, which compares two things, two clauses, two phrases, or two sentences and is translated “as” or “just as.”  With this we have the predicate nominative from the neuter plural proper names SODOMA and GOMORRA, connected by the simple connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and.”  The phrase is translated “just as Sodom and Gomorrah.”
is the connective use of the conjunction KAI in which two words are connected “adding the whole to the part.” – Peter and the rest of the apostles in Acts 5:29.   – the high priest and all the rest of the council in Mt 26:59.   With this we have the predicate nominative from the feminine plural article and noun POLIS, which means “the cities” plus the preposition PERI with the accusative of place from the feminine plural intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a third person personal pronoun, translated “around them.”
“just as Sodom and Gomorrah and the rest of the cities around them,”
- is the adverbial accusative of manner from the masculine singular article, adjective HOMOIOS, and noun TROPOS.  The adjective HOMOIOS means “of the same nature, like, similar.”  The noun TROPOS means “manner, way, kind.”  The words together mean “in a similar manner.”
- is the dative of indirect object from the masculine plural demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, which means “to these.”  This is a reference to the people of the other cities around Sodom and Gomorrah.

- is the nominative of explanation from the feminine plural aorist active participle from the verb EKPORNEUW, which means “to indulge in immorality.”  This is the only use of this word in the New Testament.  In Greek when you add a preposition to a verb, it increases the severity or intensity of the action of the verb; it makes the idea of the verb stronger, greater, more intense.  Here we have the verb PORNEUW, which means to commit fornication or to engage in illicit sexual activity.  With the preposition EK added to it we have the idea of “gross immorality” or “immorality outside of the sphere of fornication;” hence, it refers to homosexual activity which is outside the “normal” sphere of fornication type sins.  The complete idea of this verb and therefore the best translation is “to engage in gross immorality.”

The nominative feminine plural refers to the men who lived in and around the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah.


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which looks at the existing results of the entirety of a completed action of engaging in gross immorality of homosexuality.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “have.”

The active voice indicates that the men who lived in these cities produced the action.


The aorist participle precedes the action of the main verb coming up in the verse.  It should be translated “having engaged in gross immorality.”
is the simple connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative feminine plural aorist active participle from the verb APERCHOMAI, which means “to go.”

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which looks at the existing results of the entirety of a completed action of chasing other men to have sex with them.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “have.”

The active voice indicates that these homosexuals produced the action willingly, actively, with enthusiasm.


The aorist participle again precedes the action of the main verb.

 is the adverb OPISW, which is used as an improper preposition with the genitive and means “after.”
 is the genitive of place feminine singular from the noun SARX, meaning “flesh” and the adjective HETEROS, meaning “strange, another of a different kind.”
The phrase ‘to go after strange flesh’ is an idiom which means to engage in unnatural sexual intercourse – “to have homosexual intercourse.” “They committed homosexual intercourse…like the people of Sodom and Gomorrah”
is the third person plural present passive indicative from the verb PROKEIMAI, which means “to exist in an evident manner – to exist openly, to exist clearly; be exposed to public view; to be exhibited.”

The present tense is a gnomic present for a state or condition, which perpetually exists.


The passive voice indicates that these men received the action of being exhibited.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.  It is translated “they have been exhibited.”
 is the accusative direct object from the neuter singular noun DEIGMA, which means “the example.”  The absence of the article indicates the high quality of this judgment from God as the example of what God thinks about rejection of His word, His standard, His thoughts, His laws regarding sex.  This word is also used by Peter in 2 Pet 2:6, “and He condemned the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah by burning to ashes, having established an example of future things for the ungodly [unbelievers],”
 is the descriptive genitive from the neuter singular noun PUR, meaning “fire” and the adjective AIWNIOS, meaning “eternal.”  This is a reference to the lake of fire, the final place of judgment for all those who refuse to believe in Christ.

 is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun DIKĒ, which means “the penalty or punishment.”
 is the nominative of explanation from the feminine plural present active participle from the verb HUPECHW, which “is only used as a legal technical term with the word meaning to “undergo punishment.”

The nominative feminine plural refers to the degenerate homosexuals of the Greek cities under the Dead Sea.


The present tense is a futuristic present, which indicates that this action will keep on being the future punishment of these homosexuals until the end of time.


The active voice indicates that these homosexuals produce the action of undergoing the punishment of living in the eternal lake of fire forever for their failure to believe in Christ.


The participle is a modal participle, which indicates the manner in which the action of the main verb takes place.  It is like the instrumental participle and is sometimes translated with the word “by.”  Hence, the translation, “they have been exhibited as the example, by undergoing the punishment of eternal fire.”
Jude 7 corrected translation
“just as Sodom and Gomorrah and the rest of the cities around them, having engaged in gross immorality and having gone after another kind of flesh in a similar manner to these, they have been exhibited as the example, by undergoing the punishment of eternal fire.”
Explanation:
1.  Jude now gives another example of what happens to those who refuse to believe what God says.  The essence of the entire sentence with all the explanatory phrases removed goes something like this: “But I want to remind you that the Lord destroyed those who did not believe, for example the angels who did not stay in their own sphere of authority, He has guarded in eternal chains under darkness for the judgment of the great day, just as Sodom and Gomorrah have been exhibited as the example, by undergoing the punishment of eternal fire.”
2.  Sodom and Gomorrah are mentioned extensively in Scripture.


a.  There were five great cities in the area of the Dead Sea.  They were called the cities of the Pentapolis.



(1)  Gen 10:19, “The territory of the Canaanite extended from Sidon as you go toward Gerar, as far as Gaza; as you go toward Sodom and Gomorrah and Admah and Zeboiim, as far as Lasha.”


(2)  Gen 14:2, “that they made war with Bera king of Sodom, and with Birsha king of Gomorrah, Shinab king of Admah, and Shemeber king of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela (that is, Zoar).”


(3)  Gen 14:8, “And the king of Sodom and the king of Gomorrah and the king of Admah and the king of Zeboiim and the king of Bela (that is, Zoar) came out; and they arrayed for battle against them in the valley of Siddim,”

b.  Lot wanted to live in the valley of what is now the Dead Sea because it represented to him what the garden of Eden must have looked like.  Gen 13:10, “Lot lifted up his eyes and saw all the valley of the Jordan, that it was well watered everywhere – this was before the Lord destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah – like the garden of the Lord, like the land of Egypt as you go to Zoar.”

c.  God the Holy Spirit’s evaluation of homosexuality is given in:



(1)  Gen 13:13, “Now the men of Sodom were wicked exceedingly and sinners against the Lord.”


(2)  Gen 18:20, “And the Lord said, ‘The outcry of Sodom and Gomorrah is indeed great, and their sin is exceedingly grave.’”

d.  God brought defeat in battle as a warning to the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah prior to their total destruction by God.



(1)  Gen 14:10, “Now the valley of Siddim was full of tar pits; and the kings of Sodom and Gomorrah fled, and they fell into them.  But those who survived fled to the hill country.”


(2)  Gen 14:11-12, “Then they took all the goods of Sodom and Gomorrah and all their food supply, and departed.  They also took Lot, Abram’s nephew, and his possessions and departed, for he was living in Sodom.”

e.  The new king of Sodom paid tribute to Abraham along with Melchizedek, the king of Salem. Gen 14:17, “Then after his [Abraham’s] return from the defeat of Chedorlaomer and the kings who were with him, the king of Sodom went out to meet him at the valley of Shaveh (that is, the King’s Valley).”

f.  Faith in Christ is difficult to find among homosexuals. Gen 18:26, “So the Lord said, ‘If I find in Sodom fifty righteous within the city, then I will spare the whole place on their account.’”

g.  Homosexuality was rampant in Sodom among both the young and old men in every part of the city.  Gen 19:4, “Before they lay down, the men of the city, the men of Sodom, surrounded the house, both young and old, all the people from every quarter;”

h.  Sodom and Gomorrah received fire from heaven as their final judgment on earth.  This is a picture of the baptism of fire for all unbelievers at the second advent of Christ and the example of the eternal lake of fire for all unbelievers at the last judgment.



(1)  Gen 19:24, “Then the Lord rained on Sodom and Gomorrah brimstone and fire from the Lord out of heaven.”  All five cities of the Pentapolis were destroyed, not just Sodom and Gomorrah.


(2)  Gen 19:28, “and he looked down toward Sodom and Gomorrah, and toward all the land of the valley, and he saw, and behold, the smoke of the land ascended like the smoke of a furnace.”


(3)  Lk 17:29, “but on the day that Lot went out from Sodom it rained fire and brimstone from heaven and destroyed them all.”


(4)  2 Pet 2:6, “and He condemned the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah by burning to ashes, having established an example of future things for the ungodly [unbelievers].”  This is the parallel passage to Jude 7.


i.  Moses used God’s judgment of the cities of the Pentapolis as an example in Dt 29:23, “All its land is brimstone and salt, a burning waste, unsown and unproductive, and no grass grows in it, like the overthrow of Sodom and Gomorrah, Admah and Zeboiim, which the Lord overthrew in His anger and in His wrath.”

j.  There were no survivors in Sodom and Gomorrah from God’s judgment.



(1)  Isa 1:9, “Unless the Lord of hosts had left us a few survivors, we would be like Sodom, we would be like Gomorrah.” Cf. Rom 9:29, “And just as Isaiah foretold, ‘Unless the Lord of the Armies had left to us a remnant, we would have become like Sodom, and would have resembled Gomorrah.’”


(2)  Jer 49:18, “‘Like the overthrow of Sodom and Gomorrah with its neighbors,’ says the Lord, ‘no one will live there, nor will a son of man reside in it.’”


(3)  Jer 50:40, “‘As when God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah with its neighbors,’ declares the Lord, ‘no man will live there, nor will any son of man reside in it.’”


(4)  See Lk 17:29 above.


k.  Isaiah calls the rulers of Israel “You rulers of Sodom” and the people of Israel “You people of Gomorrah” because of their negative volition to the gospel and Bible doctrine, Isa 1:10, “Hear the word of the Lord, you rulers of Sodom; give ear to the instruction of our God, you people of Gomorrah.”

l.  The homosexuals in Sodom were blatant about their sinfulness, as the Jews were about their brand of sinfulness in Isaiah’s time, just as homosexuals have become blatant about their sinfulness today.  Isa 3:9, “The expression of their faces bears witness against them, and they display their sin like Sodom; they do not even conceal it. Woe to them! For they have brought evil on themselves.”

m.  Jeremiah used Sodom and Gomorrah as an illustration of negative volition just as Isaiah had done.  Jer 23:14, “Also among the prophets of Jerusalem I have seen a horrible thing: the committing of adultery and walking in falsehood; and they strengthen the hands of evildoers, so that no one has turned back from his wickedness.  All of them have become to Me like Sodom, and her inhabitants like Gomorrah.”

n.  Jeremiah judged Israel’s sinfulness as being greater than that of Sodom and Gomorrah.  Lam 4:6, “For the iniquity of the daughter of my people is greater than the sin of Sodom, which was overthrown as in a moment, and no hands were turned toward her.”

o.  Ezekiel calls the southern kingdom of Israel “Sodom”, following the same example as Isaiah and Jeremiah:



(1)  Ezek 16:46, “Now your older sister is Samaria, who lives north of you with her daughters; and your younger sister, who lives south of you, is Sodom with her daughters.”


(2)  Ezek 16:48, “‘As I live,’ declares the Lord God, ‘Sodom, your sister and her daughters have not done as you and your daughters have done.’”  See also Ezek 16:49, 53, 55-56.


p.  Zephaniah records our Lord’s prophecy that Moab and Ammon will be destroyed like Sodom and Gomorrah prior to Israel taking them over after the Second Advent. Zeph 2:9, “‘Therefore, as I live,’ declares the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, ‘surely Moab will be like Sodom and the sons of Ammon like Gomorrah – a place possessed by nettles and salt pits, and a perpetual desolation.  The remnant of My people will plunder them and the remainder of My nation will inherit them.’”

q.  Our Lord stated that those who rejected Him during the First Advent were in for far greater judgment than the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah:



(1)  Mt 10:15, “Truly I say to you, it will be more tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of judgment than for that city.”


(2)  Mt 11:23-24, “And you, Capernaum, will not be exalted to heaven, will you?  You will descend to Hades; for if the miracles had occurred in Sodom, which occurred in you, it would have remained to this day.  Nevertheless I say to you that it will be more tolerable for the land of Sodom in the day of judgment, than for you.”


(3)  Lk 10:12, “I say to you, it will be more tolerable in that day for Sodom than for that city.”

r.  John identifies Jerusalem as the city that has also been identified with Sodom and with Egypt in Scripture.  Rev 11:8, “And their [Moses and Elijah] corpses will be displayed in the streets of the great city [Jerusalem] which is figuratively designated Sodom and Egypt, even where their Lord was crucified.”
3.  Sodom and Gomorrah are God’s historical example for all time of eternal punishment by fire for those who refuse to believe in our Lord Jesus Christ.


a.  The unbeliever now suffers the fire of Hades while awaiting final judgment and the eternal lake of fire.


b.  The unbeliever in the Tribulation will suffer the baptism of fire, which will cast him into the temporary fire of Hades while awaiting the final judgment of the eternal lake of fire.


c.  All those who refuse to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ during human history and all fallen angels of prehistoric times will join Satan and the Antichrist of the Tribulation and the False Prophet of Israel of the Tribulation in the eternal lake of fire.
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