
Jude 16

Jude 16

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1

is the nominative subject from the masculine plural demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, which means “These men” and is a reference to the false teachers.

 is the third person plural present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: are.”


The present tense is a durative present for a condition, which has begun in the past and continues into the present.  It is also a static present for a condition, which perpetually exists.


The active voice indicates that these false teachers produce the action of being something all the time.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

is the predicate nominative from the masculine plural noun GOGGUSTĒS, which is a derivative of  – “to complain,” one who has a habit of complaining or grumbling – “complainer, grumbler,”  and the adjective MEMPSIMOIROS, which means pertaining to a tendency to constantly find fault – “constantly blaming, complaining, fault-finding.”  I will translate it “constantly blaming complainers.”

 is the preposition KATA plus the accusative of norm or standard from the feminine plural article and noun EPITHUMIA, which means “cravings, lusts, desires” plus the reflexive pronoun HEAUTOU, which means “their own.”  The preposition with the accusative of the norm or standard means: “in accordance with or in conformity to their own lusts.”

 is the appositional nominative masculine plural present deponent middle participle from the verb POREUOMAI, which means “to go, proceed, or travel” and figuratively “to conduct oneself, live, or walk.”


The present tense is a durative present for what has gone on in the past and continues to happen now.


The middle voice is indirect stressing the false teachers as the agents producing the action.


The participle is circumstantial.  It is translated “living in conformity with their own lusts.”

“These men are constantly blaming complainers, living in conformity with their own lusts,”
is the emphatic use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “in fact.”  With this we have the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and noun STOMA plus the possessive genitive from the masculine plural intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a third person personal pronoun, translated “in fact their mouth.”

 is the third person singular present active indicative from the verb LALEW, which means “to speak, say.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that false teachers produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact. 

 is the accusative direct object from the neuter plural adjective HUPEROGKOS, which means “pertaining to excessive boasting – ‘boastful,’ of excessive size, puffed up, swollen, also haughty, or bombastic.”  It should be translated “boastful things.”

is the appositional nominative of explanation from the masculine plural present active participle from the verb THAUMAZW, which is an idiom which literally says ‘to admire the face’, but it means to praise someone, normally in an exaggerated or false manner and with insincere purpose – ‘to flatter.’  It is translated “they flatter others for their own advantage.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on and a gnomic present for how these unbeliever false teachers will operate throughout all the Church Age.


The active voice indicates that these false teachers produce the action.


The participle is temporal and should be translated “while flattering others.”
 is the accusative direct object from the neuter plural noun PROSWPON, which means “faces.”  “They admire faces” is an idiom for flattery or sucking up to others to advance yourself.

 is the ablative of cause from the feminine singular noun WPHELEIA, meaning “gain, advantage.”  With this we have CHARIN the accusative of CHARIS used as a preposition with the genitive (almost always after the word it governs) meaning “for the sake of, on behalf of, on account of,” and indicating the goal.  Literally this phrase says, “They admire faces for the sake of advantage.”  It is a reference to the hypocritical admiration of others for the purpose of advancing self, self-profit.  We commonly call this brown nosing, sucking up to others.

Jude 16 corrected translation
“These men are constantly blaming complainers, living in conformity with their own lusts, in fact their mouth speaks boastful things, while flattering others for the sake of their own advantage.”

Explanation:
1.  The first half of this verse is similar to 2 Pet 3:3, “understanding [perceiving, realizing] this most importantly that mockers will come in the last days with ridicule, conducting themselves [living, following] on the basis of their own lusts.”

2.  The second half of the verse is similar to 2 Pet 2:18, “For while loudly proclaiming bombastic words of emptiness, they entice with lusts of the flesh in the sphere of sensuality those who barely escape from the ones who live in deception.”

3.  Jude gives us four central aspects of the character of false teachers.


a.  They are constantly blaming others, constantly complaining about something.



(1)  False teachers are always finding something wrong with someone else.  They must do this to keep the criticism off themselves.



(2)  Blaming others is part of the arrogance skills.  It is self-absorption, pre-occupation with self, motivating criticism of others.



(3)  Complaining is a verbal sin motivated by dissatisfaction with people, events, or circumstances in life.  Complaining is the result of wrong focus, having eyes on others or eyes on circumstances in life.



(4)  Complaining is not a problem-solving device.  Complaining solves nothing, fixes nothing, improves nothing.



(5)  Complaining is the old sin nature voicing its irritation with not getting its way.



(6)  Complaining is the result of selfishness.  It is the expression of selfishness.



(7)  Complaining is associated with bitterness, Job 10:1 “I loathe my own life; I will give full vent to my complaint; I will speak in the bitterness of my soul.”



(8)  Complaining is a form of rebellion against God, Job 23:2 “Even today my complaint is rebellion; His hand is heavy despite my groaning.”



(9)  Complaining is a distraction from the execution of the spiritual life, Ps 55:2, “Give heed to me and answer me; I am restless in my complaint and am surely distracted.”


  
(10)  No one has a right to complain to God about anything, Lam 3:39, “Why should any living mortal, or any man, offer complaint in view of his sins?”


  
(11)  The command concerning complaining for all Church Age believers is found in 1 Pet 4:9, “Be hospitable to one another without complaint.”


b.  They live their lives based upon what is best for them, what they need, desire, and want.



(1)  We saw this in detail in 2 Peter (2:18, 3:3) as a part of the doctrine of emotions.



(2)  Being totally selfish, false teachers manipulate others in order to get what they want.  They manipulate by being ‘sweetness and light’ when they have to be, or by being authoritative and throwing their weight around when necessary.



(3)  Selfish people do what they have to do to get what they want right now.



(4)  Selfishness is a sin and clearly condemned in Scripture.  Selfishness is a manifestation of arrogance and was part of the motivation for Satan's rebellion against God.  Satan wanted to be God and refused to take “no” for an answer.



(5)  The New Testament command concerning selfishness is found in Phil 2:3, “Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard one another as more important than yourselves.”



(6)  We are warned not to socialize with selfish people. Prov 23:6, “Do not eat the bread of a selfish man, or desire his delicacies.”



(7)  Even some believers are evangelists and teachers of doctrine because of selfish motives to advance and benefit themselves rather than because of love of God. Phil 1:17, “the former proclaim Christ out of selfish ambition rather than from pure motives.”



(8)  Selfishness is motivated by bitterness and jealousy and is definitely a part of arrogance. Jam 3:14, “But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your heart, do not be arrogant and so lie against the truth.”



(9)  Selfishness is evil. Jam 3:16, “For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there is disorder and every evil thing.”

c.  They are arrogant, boastful, and inordinately proud.



(1)  There is a pride which is not arrogant, not evil, and not sinful, for example, the pride one has in his team, his school, his military unit, his country.  This is not the pride which false teachers have.



(2)  Inordinate pride thinks itself better than others.  Inordinate pride thinks others are inferior because they do not agree with you or because they do not believe what you believe.



(3)  Inordinate pride is a tremendous danger for those who learn and understand the word of God objectively and accurately; for it is so easy to think you know it all, or at least know more than most everyone else, when in fact, the more you know, the more you realize how little you know.



(4)  Inordinate pride believes itself to be the best and will not tolerate any attack on its standing.  It fights back with ridicule, hatred, maligning, bitterness, criticizing, jealousy, and judging.



(5)  Inordinate pride boasts, even though it has nothing about which to boast:




(a)  Jer 23:32, “‘Behold, I am against those who have prophesied false dreams,’ declares the Lord, ‘and related them and led My people astray by their falsehoods and reckless boasting; yet I did not send them or command them, nor do they furnish this people the slightest benefit,’ declares the Lord.”




(b)  Rom 3:27, “Where then is boasting? It is excluded.  By what kind of law?  Of works?  No, but by a law of faith.”




(c)  1 Cor 5:6, “Your boasting is not good.  Do you not know that a little leaven leavens the whole lump of dough?”




(d)  Jam 4:16, “But as it is, you boast in your arrogance; all such boasting is evil.”


d.  They are sycophants, brownnosers, bootlickers, flatters, yes-men.



(1)  Some people will do or say anything to get what they want – a raise, a promotion, a different position at work, the approbation of someone they admire.



(2)  These people have eyes on others to the complete exclusion of God.  They fix their eyes on others in order to get what they want for themselves.  It is all a part of arrogance, selfishness, boasting, and evil.



(3)  The Bible calls these types of people flatterers.  They are mentioned in the following passages:




(a)  Ps 12:2-3, “They speak falsehood to one another; with flattering lips and with a double heart they speak.  May the Lord cut off all flattering lips, the tongue that speaks great things.”




(b)  Prov 26:28, “A lying tongue hates those it crushes, and a flattering mouth works ruin.”




(c)  Ezek 12:24, “For there will no longer be any false vision or flattering divination within the house of Israel.”  Flattering divination is the false teacher telling you what you want to hear, so that he can manipulate you into doing what he wants and getting what he wants from you.




(d)  Rom 16:18, “For such men are slaves, not of our Lord Christ but of their own appetites; and by their smooth and flattering speech they deceive the hearts of the unsuspecting.”




(e)  1 Thes 2:5, “For we never came with the appearance of flattery, just as you know, nor with a pretext for avarice; God is witness.”
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