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 is the nominative subject from the masculine plural demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “These men.”
is the third person plural present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “are.”

The durative present tense presents a condition, which began in the past and has continued into the present.


The active voice indicates that these unbeliever false teachers produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

 is the articular predicate nominative masculine plural present middle participle from the verb SUNEUWCHEOMAI, which means “to join with others in eating elaborate meals or banquets; to feast together.”  This word is also found in 2 Pet 2:13, “They cheat themselves out of reward because of unrighteousness.  They regard parties in the daytime as a pleasure.  They are stains and defects, engaging in loud, drunken parties associated with their pleasures as they feast together with you.”

The article functions as a demonstrative pronoun or a relative pronoun when used with the participle and can be translated “the ones who” or “those who.”  Here, because of the previous use of the demonstrative, I will translate it as a relative pronoun in accordance with our preference in English, “These men are the ones who.”

The present tense is a pictorial present, which presents to the mind a picture of the events as they are now happening.


The middle voice is an indirect or intensive middle, which emphasizes that the subject – the false teacher unbelievers – acts in their own interests.


The participle is circumstantial.

 is the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the feminine plural article and the noun AGAPĒ plus the possessive use of the personal pronoun SU, meaning “in your love-feasts.”  A love-feast, was a common meal eaten by early Christians in connection with their church services, for the purpose of teaching and expressing virtue-love.   Meals accompanied by religious rites and in a religious context were conducted by various social groups among the Greeks from early times.  I translate it “in your virtue-love meals.”
 is the predicate nominative from the feminine plural noun SPILAS, which has two meanings, both of which can work here.  It means “a hidden reef upon which a ship wrecks itself; that is, hidden danger.”  It also means “a spot, a stain.”
 is the adverb of manner APHOBWS, which means “fearlessly” Lk 1:74; Phil 1:14; 1 Cor 16:10, or “boldly, without reverence, shamelessly.”
“These men are the hidden reefs who boldly feast together in your virtue-love meals,”
 is the accusative direct object from the masculine plural reflexive pronoun HEAUTOS, which means “themselves.”
 is the appositional (explanatory) nominative masculine plural present active participle from the verb POIMAINW, which means “to shepherd a flock.”  But it came to be used figuratively “to care for someone.”  Here it is used in the idea of caring only for oneself.


The nominative masculine plural refers to the unbeliever false teachers.


The present tense is an aoristic present to express a simple fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that these false teachers produce the action of caring only for themselves.


The participle is circumstantial.
“caring for themselves,”
 is the appositional nominative subject from the feminine plural noun NEPHELĒ, which means “clouds.”
 is the appositional nominative subject from the feminine plural adjective ANUDROS, which means “waterless, dry.”  Jude describes these unbelievers false teachers as “waterless clouds, or clouds which produce no rain.”
 is the preposition HUPO plus the ablative of means from the masculine plural noun ANEMOS, which means “by winds.”
- is the nominative of explanation from the feminine plural present passive participle from the verb PARAPHERW, which means “to take away or to carry away.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which states a present fact without reference to its progress.


The passive voice indicates that the false teachers receive the action of being carried away.

The participle is circumstantial.

“waterless clouds being carried away by winds,”
- is the appositional nominative subject from the neuter plural noun DENDRON, meaning “trees” plus the adjective PHTHINOPWRINOS, meaning “belonging to late autumn.”  With this we have the nominative subject from the neuter plural adjective AKARPOS, meaning “unfruitful or fruitless.”  The false teachers are called trees in late autumn without fruit or fruitless autumn trees.  The point of the comparison is probably that trees which have no fruit at the time of harvest have not fulfilled the purpose for which they exist, any more than waterless clouds.

- is the adverb DIS, meaning “twice.”
- is the nominative of explanation from the neuter plural aorist active participle from the verb APOTHNĒSKW, which means “to die.”

The nominative neuter plural refers to these false teacher unbelievers.


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which emphasizes the conclusion or the results of the completed action.


The active voice indicates that these unbeliever false teachers produce the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

 - is the nominative of explanation from the neuter plural aorist passive participle from the verb EKRIZOW, which means “to uproot, to pull out by the roots.”

The nominative neuter plural refers to the unbeliever false teachers.


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which emphasizes the conclusion or the results of the completed action.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “have.”

The passive voice indicates that the false teachers receive the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

Jude 12 corrected translation
“These men are the hidden reefs who boldly feast together in your virtue-love meals, caring for themselves, waterless clouds being carried away by winds, fruitless trees in late autumn, having died twice, having been pulled out by the roots,”
Explanation:
1.  2 Pet 2:17 is a parallel passage, “These [false teachers] are waterless fountains and mists being driven by a hurricane for whom the gloom of darkness has been reserved.”
2.  Jude gives more details about the characteristics of these false teachers.


a.  They are “the hidden reefs who boldly feast together in your virtue-love meals.”


(1)  A reef is a strip or ridge of rocks, sand, or coral that rises to or close to the surface of a body of water.  It is dangerous to boats because the rocks or coral tear open the bottom of the boat, or the boat may get stuck on the reef, so that the waves then pound into the boat until the boat breaks up.  In either case, the ship is lost, sailors drown, and the cargo is gone.



(2)  The analogy here is simple.  These unbeliever false teachers are haters of God.  Just as the reef is often hidden from view to the sailor, so these false teachers are also hidden from view.  They are hidden below the surface as a trap and snare to the believer, who is analogous to the ship on the water.



(3)  The false teachers are bold – arrogant – in their social life and spiritual life.  The virtue-love meal was a ritual meal in which all believers joined, and which was connected with the ritual of the Lord’s Supper.  Paul describes this practice and condemns the manner in which the Corinthians participated in it in 1 Cor 11:20ff.  “Therefore when you meet together, it is not to eat the Lord’s Supper, for in your eating each one takes his own supper first; and one is hungry and another is drunk.  What! Do you not have houses in which to eat and drink? Or do you despise the church of God and shame those who have nothing? What shall I say to you? Shall I praise you? In this I will not praise you.  For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus in the night in which He was betrayed took bread; and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, ‘This is My body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me.’”



(a)  The Corinthians had turned the Lord’s Supper into an opportunity to have a big party in which they ate too much and drank too much.  Paul is telling them to stop turning the ritual of the Lord’s Supper into a drunken party.




(b)  The practice of having a common meal among the members of the local church and associating this meal with the ritual of the Lord’s Supper became widespread by the time of Jude’s writing.  Jude is not condemning the practice of a common meal among members of the church, in which the practice of integrity toward others was the major application of doctrine.  Jude emphasizes the arrogance, the boldness of these false teachers in their mental attitude sins while participating in this feast.  Their arrogance is under the surface of their hypocritical spiritual lives as a reef waiting to destroy believers.


b.  They care only for themselves.



(1)  Another major characteristic of these false teacher unbelievers is their selfishness.



(2)  Selfishness is being concerned only or primarily with oneself without regard for others.  It is also known as self-centeredness, being self-seeking, being greedy.



(3)  Arrogance is inherently self-centered, self-serving, concerned only for itself.



(4)  Selfishness as a sin is described in:




(a)  Prov 23:6, “Do not eat the bread of a selfish man, or desire his delicacies;”  Why?  Because he will only use his generosity as an excuse to expect or demand something from you later.




(b)  Phil 1:17, “the former proclaim Christ out of selfish ambition rather than from pure motives, thinking to cause me distress in my imprisonment.”



(c)  Jam 3:14, “But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your heart, do not be arrogant and so lie against the truth.”



(d)  Jam 3:16, “For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there is disorder and every evil thing.”



(e)  Phil 2:3, “Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard one another as more important than yourselves.”  Notice how arrogance and selfishness go together.


c.  They are waterless clouds being carried away by winds.



(1)  Water in the Bible is frequently used as an analogy to Bible doctrine, the teaching of the word of God.




(a)  In Jn 4:14, water is analogous to the gospel, “but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him shall never thirst; but the water that I will give him will become in him a well of water springing up to eternal life.”



(b)  In Ps 23:2, water is analogous to Bible doctrine, “He leads me to waters of refreshment.”  Cf. also Eph 5:26, “that, having purified her [salvation], He might cause her [the Church] to be sanctified [live the spiritual life] by means of the washing of water with the word [consistent post-salvation epistemological rehabilitation],”


(2)  Paul alludes to these false teachers as those who water down the word of God in 2 Cor 4:2, “But we have renounced the things hidden because of shame [false norms and standards], not walking in craftiness or watering down the word of God, but by the unveiling of doctrine, commending ourselves to every person’s conscience in the sight of God.”




(3)  False teachers do not teach the word of God.  They teach only what suits them, what they are interested in, or what they think their congregation wants to hear.  Paul gives some examples in 1Timothy.




(a)  1 Tim 1:3-7, “Since I ordered you to remain behind at Ephesus while I went to Macedonia, in order that you might exercise command over certain ones not to teach heretical doctrine, nor become occupied with myths and endless genealogies, which category of things [false doctrines] are the cause of useless speculation rather than the dispensation of God which comes by means of doctrine.  But the objective of preaching is love from a pure heart and from a good conscience and from doctrine without hypocrisy.  From which some pastors having deviated, they themselves have turned to ineffective teaching.  Desiring to be teachers of the Law, since they do not understand either what they are teaching or concerning things about which they speak dogmatically.” 



(b)  1 Tim 4:1-7a, “But that same Holy Spirit explicitly communicates that in later periods of time [Church Age and Tribulation] some believers will abstain from doctrine paying attention to deceitful spirits and concentrating on doctrines from demons, by means of hypocrisy from the source of human liars, who because their own conscience has been branded with a branding iron of evil, they forbid marriage and command abstinence from certain foods which the God has created for receiving with thanksgiving by faithful believers even those who have full knowledge of the doctrine with the result that they have maximum doctrine resident in the soul.  Because everything created by God is good for food, and nothing is to be rejected as unclean, if the food is received with thanksgiving; for it is set apart for nourishment through the word from God and prayer.  By teaching these things to the brethren, you will be an honorable minister of Christ Jesus, constantly being nourished in the principles from doctrine even from advantageous doctrine on which you have concentrated with the result that you possess it.  But keep rejecting profane or reversionistic myths and tales fit for old women.”



(c)  1 Tim 6:3-5, “If anyone teaches a different doctrine and does not concur with sound doctrine, namely those doctrines of our Lord Jesus Christ, even to that doctrine pertaining to the spiritual life, he has received blind arrogance, understanding nothing; but he has morbid obsessions about controversies and verbal conflicts from which originate jealousy, discord, malignings, evil speculations, incessant quarrelings between men who have become corrupt in their mind [distorted by reversionism], and have become devoid of that doctrine; they constantly presume that the spiritual life is prosperity.”



(d)  1 Tim 6:9-10, “But those [believer false teachers who are no different than unbeliever false teachers] who desire or want to be rich fall into temptation and a trap, also into many stupid and harmful desires which drown those men in ruin [reversionism] and wasteful destruction [sin unto death].  For the love of money [monetary reversionism] is a root of all those different kinds of evil, through which love of money, certain ones by intensely desiring it [money] have swerved from doctrine and have impaled themselves on many types of pain.”



(e)  1 Tim 6:20-21, “O Timothy, quarrel and defend your deposit of doctrine resident in your soul, keep avoiding polluted and empty discourses and oppositions from falsely categorized knowledge [Gnosticism], which falsely categorized knowledge certain ones [reversionistic pastor-teachers] by proclaiming have gone astray concerning the doctrine.  The grace be with you.”

d.  They are fruitless trees in late autumn.



(1)  This is a reference to no production of divine good.



(2)  They are unable to produce anything of value for God, since they have rejected God and not believed in Christ.



(3)  All their works are nothing but human good and will be completely destroyed with the destruction of the universe after the last judgment.



(4)  The only real fruit that is of any value in time or eternity is that fruit which has been produced through the power of God the Holy Spirit.  All the greatest things done by mankind as unbelievers or as believers out of fellowship with God are worthless in the angelic conflict, useless to God, and will not be rewarded by God in eternity.


e.  They have died twice.  This is a reference to physical death at the end of one’s life and then the second death, when the unbeliever is cast into the eternal lake of fire.  This phrase guarantees that we are talking about the unbeliever, since no believer ever faces the second death.



(1)  Rev 2:11, “He who has an ear, let him hear what sort of things [Bible doctrine] the Spirit communicates to the churches.  He who is victorious [believes in Christ] shall not ever be hurt by the second death.”


(2)  Rev 20:6, “Happy and holy [sanctified] is he who has part in the first resurrection; over these the second death has no jurisdiction, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ; in fact they shall rule with Him for a thousand years.”


(3)  Rev 20:14, “Then death, even Hades were thrown into the lake of fire.  This, the lake of fire, is the second death.”


(4)  Rev 21:8, “But with reference to the cowardly, even the unbelievers, the detestable [self righteous arrogance], the murderers, the fornicators, the drug abusers, the idolaters, and all the liars [pathological], their part will be in the lake [of fire] which burns with fire and sulfur, which is the second death.”

f.  They have been pulled out by the roots.



(1)  This is a reference to the sin unto death for the unbeliever.



(2)  The sin unto death for the unbeliever is the death of the unbeliever before his time due to his gross degeneracy and total rejection of God, the laws of divine establishment, and function of evil controlling his soul.



(3)  When evil finally permeates every area of your thinking and you have been used to test believers enough, then you are no longer worth anything to God in the angelic conflict and He removes you from this life before your appointed time to die.
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