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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1

 is the adverb HOMOIWS, which is used extensively throughout Greek literature and means “likewise, so, similarly, in the same way.”  It is used in Mk 4:16; Lk 3:11; 10:37; 13:3. – and so, so also in Mt 22:26; 26:35; Mk 15:31; Lk 5:33;  – in the same way, too in Jude 8.  – Lk 5:10; 10:32; 1 Cor 7:3f; James 2:25.

is the Attic Greek particle MENTOI, which means:


1. really, actually in Jam 2:8


2. It is used mostly as an adversative particle, meaning “though, to be sure, indeed.”  – though no one said in Jn 4:27; cf. 7:13.   – though not, indeed not in Jn 20:5; 21:4.   – nevertheless the firm foundation stands in 2 Tim 2:19.   – yet, despite that in John 12:42.  The best translation here is the word “yet” because it brings out the contrast between the homosexuals of Sodom and Gomorrah, who based their lives on how they felt physically, with the “certain men” of verse 4 who have slipped into the church unnoticed.

this is the adjunctive use of KAI, meaning “also.”
“Yet in the same manner also”

1.  Jude has set up a comparison between the unbelievers of verse 4 who have slipped into the church unnoticed and made sexual sins a major part of their “spiritual life” and the unbelievers of the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah who made homosexuality more important than faith in Christ.


2.  Now Jude comes back to the subject of these men who have slipped into the church and compares their dependence upon emotion as a criterion for the spiritual life with the homosexuals of Sodom and Gomorrah who also made emotion the criteria for their decisions in life.


3.  Jude saw no difference between the emotional control of the soul of the fallen angels who had to have sex with the women on earth and the unbelieving homosexuals in Sodom and Gomorrah, and the emotional control of the soul of these unbelievers who had slipped into the church and made emotion the criteria for the spiritual life.

 is the nominative subject from the masculine plural demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “this” in the singular and “these men” in the masculine plural.  This is a reference to the “certain men who have slipped into the church unnoticed” in verse 4.  With this we have the nominative of explanation from the masculine plural present middle participle from the verb ENUPNIAZOMAI, which means “to dream.”

The nominative masculine plural refers to the unbelievers of verse 4 who have slipped into the church unnoticed.


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The middle voice is a deponent middle and functions in an active sense, these unbelievers producing the action.  This indicates that they themselves are doing the dreaming, making up their own visions, and saying that these things are coming from God.  If God had given them these visions, then the verb would have been in the passive voice.


The participle is instrumental indicating the means by which these men defile their own bodies.  Jude’s comparison is both brilliant and startling.  He compares the defilement of the body through sexual sins with the defilement of the body through emotional sins.  Both types of sins destroy the body, one physically, the other mentally.  In both cases, the person has become useless in the plan of God.


Even though Jude uses unbelievers as his example, the principle applies just as much to any believer.  The whole purpose of writing this letter was to warn believers against falling into these same errors of allowing emotional control of the soul to ruin the believer through sexual ecstatics or religious ecstatics.  Both were equally dangerous to Jude’s mind as he wrote.


The participle is translated “by dreaming.”
“these men, by dreaming,”
 is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun SARX, meaning “the flesh” and referring to the physical body.

 is the Attic Greek construction MEN...DE, which means “on the one hand...on the other hand.”  The second use of DE is the connective use of DE, meaning “and.”
is the third person plural present active indicative from the verb MIAINW, which is always used figuratively in the Bible and refers to the moral defilement of sin; therefore, the dignified, for use in public, meaning of this word is “to defile.”  The word literally means, “to defecate on.”  So, figuratively Jude is saying that when your emotions control your soul, you have defecated all over your body.


The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents the action as a simple event or present fact without any reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that the men referred to in this context produce the action of defecating on themselves.


The indicative mood is declarative for the reality of what they are doing.

“on the one hand defecate on the body”
 is the correlative use of DE meaning “on the other hand” plus the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun KURIOTĒS, which is used two ways in the New Testament.


a.  It means “the majestic power that God wields, ruling power, lordship, dominion.”  –the Son of God appears in great authority and ruling power.

b.  It is used of a special class of angelic powers: the bearers of the ruling power, dominions in Col 1:16; Eph 1:21.

Since we have the singular here and not the plural, and the plural is used by God the Holy Spirit to refer to ruling angels, and since these ruling angels are mentioned next in our passage, this reference is to the authority of God as the sovereign ruler of all His creation as in 2 Pet 2:10.  We will translate it “divine authority,” understanding that this refers to the “sovereignty of God or the ruling power of God.”
 is the third person plural present active indicative from the verb ATHETEW, which means “to reject, not recognize.”

The present tense is a durative present, which describes an action that has begun in the past and continues into the present.


The active voice indicates that these unbelievers who defecate on their own bodies by their ecstatic dreaming produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.


“and on the other hand reject divine authority”
is the simple connective use of the conjunction DE, meaning “and.”  With this we have the accusative direct object from the feminine plural noun DOXA, meaning “the glories” and referring to angelic beings as also in 2 Pet 2:10, “but especially those who follow after the sin nature with a corrupting desire and despise divine authority.  Audacious, self-willed, they are not afraid of slandering glorious angelic beings.”  The absence of the article indicates the high quality of these beings.

 is the third person plural present active indicative from the verb BLASPHĒMEW, which means “to slander.”  When used of speaking against God, it means “to blaspheme.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that these emotionally out of control unbelievers produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“and slander the glories.”
Jude 8 corrected translation
“Yet in the same manner also these men, by dreaming, on the one hand defecate on the body and on the other hand reject divine authority and slander the glories [angels].”
Explanation:
1.  Jude makes a remarkable statement here.  He says that these men who have slipped into the church unnoticed are dependent on dreams for their divine revelation.


a.  Dreams were a legitimate form of receiving divine revelation during the Age of the Gentiles and the Age of the Jews, but not during the Church Age.  Sleep was used for divine revelation prior to the completion of the Canon, Job 33:15.


b.  Joseph and Daniel both received divine revelation by means of dreams during the Age of Israel.


c.  Joseph, the human father of our Lord, received divine revelation through dreams:



(1)  Mt 1:20 “But when he had considered this, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, ‘Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife; for the Child who has been conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit.’”


(2)  Mt 2:12 “And having been warned by God in a dream not to return to Herod, the magi left for their own country by another way.”


(3)  Mt 2:13 “Now when they had gone, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, ‘Get up! Take the Child and His mother and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is going to search for the Child to destroy Him.’”


(4)  Mt 2:19 “But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, and said,”


(5)  Mt 2:22 “But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. Then after being warned by God in a dream, he left for the regions of Galilee,”

d.  Even unbelievers were sent divine revelation in dreams. Mt 27:19, “While he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent him a message saying, ‘Have nothing to do with that righteous Man; for last night I suffered greatly in a dream because of Him.’”

e.  Dreams will be a form of divine revelation during the millennial reign of Christ. Acts 2:17 “‘And it shall be in the last days,’ God says, ‘That I will pour forth of My Spirit on all mankind; and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams;’”

f.  But, during the Church Age, divine revelation is confined to the completed canon of Scripture.  The Church Age is unique, just as we are unique as a new spiritual species and a kingdom of royal priests.  All our revelation from God comes through the word of God reduced to writing.  We receive no visions, no dreams, and no extra-sensory perception from God.  All that ended when John received the last revelation from God about the Lord Jesus Christ in 96 A.D. on the island of Patmos.


g.  Therefore, these men who have slipped into the church as false teachers are basing their teaching on their dreams.  Since divine revelation was still being given to the apostles in visions, these men were arguing that they were still receiving divine revelation through dreams, though divine revelation was no longer being given through dreams.  Jude’s commentary on this is that they are covered in their own excrement; they have defecated all over themselves.

2.  Depending on one’s dreams for divine revelation was equivalent to depending on one’s emotional stimulation for divine revelation.  These men were the founders of the Pentecostal movement in Christianity.  It was Satan’s counterfeit of the spiritual life then, and it is still Satan’s counterfeit of the spiritual life now.

3.  Jude gives us three results of depending on one’s emotions for divine revelation.


a.  You defecate on your own body.



(1)  When we depend upon our emotions, we ruin our own body.



(2)  We may ruin it through sex, drugs, alcohol or we may ruin it through religious reversionism and ridiculousness leading to psychosis, neurosis.



(3)  Emotional revolt of the soul destroys the body as well as the soul.


b.  The second result of depending on our emotions for divine revelation is rejection of divine authority.



(1)  Jude makes a very direct and clear statement here: depending on spiritual revelation outside the teaching of the word of God during the Church Age is a rejection of divine authority.



(2)  Rejection of divine authority is a sin.


c.  The third result is that we slander angels.  This is explained in 2 Pet 2:10b-11, “Audacious, self-willed, they are not afraid of slandering glorious angelic beings.  Whereas angels, who are greater in the sphere of inherent power and delegated power, do not bring a slanderous judgment from the Lord against them.”


(1)  On the one hand, we have the arrogant, self-willed false-teachers who slander, malign, lie, criticize, and judge everyone in sight who does not agree with their teaching, even to the point of slandering, ridiculing, and maligning the fallen angels, which not even the greatest of the elect angels are permitted to do.  Peter’s point in this illustration is that the arrogance of these false-teachers knows no bounds.  They are completely a law unto themselves.  They do whatever they want, say whatever they want, teach whatever they want, and have no fear of the judgment of God or of the power and authority which Satan has as the ruler of this world.



(2)  On the other hand we have the elect angels who have such respect for the authority and rights of our Lord Jesus Christ to judge all of His creation, that they will not even malign, criticize, condemn, or judge their own fellow creatures who have already been judged and condemned.  The contrast is between the arrogance of the false-teachers and the humility of the elect angels, between the self-will of the false-teachers and the complete submission to the will of God of the elect angels.

4.  The function of dreams during the Church Age.


a.  Apparently in its function, the subconscious becomes a storage area for shock from sin, failure, adversity, frustration, fear or disappointment.  When the conscious mind cannot or does not handle certain things, they apparently slip into the subconscious mind.


b.  These shocks can be recalled in dreams.  Dream activity is a part of subconscious function.  Psychoanalysts give dreams a very high degree of importance, contending that they interpret to the conscious mind the strivings and desires of the unconscious.


c.  Dr. Wallace Emerson, a Christian psychologist, noted six classifications of dreams that might do this.



(1)  The dream of premonition is forebodings of some event to come, usually of an unhappy nature.  Two Biblical dreams come under this category: the dream of the chief baker (Prince of the Cupbearers) in Gen 40:16-19, and the dream of Nebuchadnezzar in Dan 4:4-18.  Nebuchadnezzar had a premonition of a palace revolution, and that for a while he would be eating grass in the field.



(2)  Prophetic dreams.  This category also includes two Biblical dreams:  Pharaoh’s dream of Gen 41:1-8, and Nebuchadnezzar’s dream of empires in Dan 2:1-10.  Daniel’s interpretation is given in Dan 2:27-45.



(3)  Prodromatic dreams are related to disease or different body conditions.  This is a dream which persists about some part of the body not yet resulting in pain, but due to some inflammatory or disease condition, it might have prognostic significance.  This is a strange phenomenon related to the subconscious.


(4)  Kinesthetic dreams are dreams of flying, soaring, or falling through space; perhaps a reflection of subconscious disappointment with one’s circumstances.



(5)  In paralytic dreams, the individual feels as though he cannot move his hands or feet; he cannot speak or cry for help.  This is usually associated with some form of horror or unpleasant situation, a reflection of subconscious shock.



(6)  In collective dreams, two or more people have the same dream.


d.  Dreams, which are products of thinking, lack the awareness and direction supplied by the conscious mind, involve various processes, and represent such products of repression as unacknowledged motives and desires.  Frequently, dreams are symbolic expressions of inner tension.  Our common fears are expressed in dreams.

e.  With the completion of the canon of Scripture, God no longer revealed Himself or His policy through dreams, visions, or direct conversation.  So, the use of that part of the soul for that purpose is definitely shut down.
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