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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1

is the simple connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And.”
 is the accusative direct object from the masculine plural relative pronoun HOS plus the postpositive Attic Greek correlative particle MEN.  Sometimes the combination does not emphasize a contrast, but separates one thought from another in a series, so that they may be easily distinguished.  When used this way with the relative pronoun, it means “some...others.”  Another good example of this use is found in 2 Tim 2:20.

 is the second person plural is the present active imperative from the verb ELEAW, which means “to have mercy on.”

The present tense is a static present for a condition which God demands continue to exist throughout your spiritual life.


The active voice indicates that all believers are expected to produce this action.


The imperative mood is a command.

“And, have mercy on some”
is the accusative direct object from the masculine plural present middle participle from the verb DIAKRINW, which in the middle voice means “(1) to take issue with or to dispute with someone (it is used this way in Jude 9 when the archangel disputed with Satan about the body of Moses); (2) to doubt, hesitate, waiver.”  Since Jude’s first use of this word in verse 9 establishes the meaning he intends for it, there is no reason to believe that within a few lines of writing he would change the meaning of the word to something entirely different.  Therefore, the meaning “to dispute” is correct here.


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on among believers.  This is true in every generation of the Church Age.  There will always be believers who dispute what the word of God says.


The middle voice is an intensive middle, which places emphasis upon the volition of the person who is disputing God’s word as the one producing the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

“who are disputing,”
Jude 22 corrected translation
“And, have mercy on some who are disputing,”
Explanation:
1.  This is not a command to be merciful to other people who are having a dispute, and we are an outside party to the dispute.

2.  This is a command to be merciful to those who are disputing what we believe.


a.  Some people will never believe what we believe.  So what?  Live and let live.


b.  Some people will argue with us just because they like to argue.  They are arrogant and should be avoided.


c.  Some people love to argue and dispute and fight just to demonstrate how right they are, how smart they are, or how much they know.  They are arrogant and should be avoided.


d.  Some people argue and dispute and fight to demonstrate their authority, their power, or who and what they are.  They are arrogant and should be avoided.


e.  We are commanded to be merciful to these people.  How do we execute this command?



(1)  Mercy is grace in action toward others.



(2)  Being merciful means being gracious to others as a function of the problem-solving device of unconditional love toward others.



(3)  Being gracious means treating others with integrity, honor, virtue, and respect even though they may not deserve it.



(4)  Being gracious to others who dispute, argue, and fight with us does not mean having to put up with their physical or verbal abuse.  We do not have to be physically or verbally abused by others.  We have the right to turn and walk away.



(5)  Being patient with others who argue, fight, and dispute with us is a part of being merciful to them.



(6)  Not paying back evil with evil is a part of being gracious and merciful to those who dispute with us.

3.  What does God except of us regarding disputes, and those who engage in them?


a.  The advice of the Old Testament, Prov 15:18, “A hot-tempered man stirs up strife, but the slow to anger calms a dispute.”

b.  The command of the New Testament, Phil 2:14, “Do all things without grumbling or disputing.”

c.  The example of our Lord, Lk 22:24-27,

Lk 22:24, “And there arose also a dispute among them as to which one of them was regarded to be greatest.”

The disciples were not disputing with our Lord, but with each other.  This was not the first time this argument came up.  Mk 9:33-35, “They came to Capernaum; and when He was in the house, He began to question them, ‘What were you discussing on the way?’  But they kept silent, for on the way they had discussed with one another which of them was the greatest.  Sitting down, He called the twelve and said to them, ‘If anyone wants to be first, he shall be last of all and servant of all.’”  Obviously the disciples did not learn from the first lesson of our Lord, and so He has to teach the same lesson again.


This occurred after the last supper.  Our Lord has just told them again He was about to die as a sacrifice for them and all they can do is dispute as to who is the greatest among them.


Arrogance has taken over amongst the disciples of our Lord and they all want to be regarded as the greatest in His kingdom.


Notice that they were all drawn into the dispute.  They were all guilty of arrogance here.

Lk 22:25-27, “And He said to them, ‘The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them; and those who have authority over them are called “Benefactors.”  But it is not this way with you, but the one who is the greatest among you must become like the youngest, and the leader like the servant.  For who is greater, the one who reclines at the table or the one who serves? Is it not the one who reclines at the table, but I am among you as the one who serves.’”

Our Lord doesn’t settle the dispute by saying Peter is the greatest, John is the greatest, etc.  Why?  Because none of them would be the greatest in His kingdom.  The greatest in His kingdom wasn’t even in the kingdom yet.  His name was Saul.


Our Lord doesn’t settle the dispute by telling them to all stop arguing with each other.


Our Lord settles this dispute by teaching His disciples.  First He illustrates with the common example of how things work in the cosmic system among unbelievers – people abuse their authority by throwing their weight around, flaunting their power, and controlling those under them by threatening them.  But “it is not this way with us.”  The greatest in our Lord’s kingdom must be the servant of the others.  The example is the Lord Himself, who as the greatest in His kingdom, is the greatest servant, sacrificing Himself totally for all of us.


Our Lord had mercy on His disciples who were disputing by teaching them over and over again the word of God, God’s standards for their life.  They had rejected our Lord’s previous teaching on the subject by starting the same dispute all over again a second time.  In this respect they have indirectly begun a dispute with the Lord, and our Lord graces them again by explaining again the standard in the kingdom – that the last shall be first.
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