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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1

is the postpositive adversative use of the conjunction DE, meaning “But” plus the nominative subject from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you all, all of you.”
 is the vocative masculine plural from the verbal adjective AGAPĒTOS, which means “those who are loved” or “beloved.”  This is a reference to all members of the royal family of God, i.e., all Church Age believers.

“But all of you, beloved,”
is the explanatory nominative masculine plural present active participle from the verb EPOIKODOMEW, which means “to build on, to build on to, to build up; to build by means of something.”

The nominative masculine plural refers to every Church Age believer.


The present tense is a static present for a condition, which is to perpetually exist throughout the Church Age.


The active voice indicates that every member of the royal family of God produces the action.


The participle is an imperatival participle, which is used as an imperative mood and is a command.  This is very common in Koine Greek and was especially true during the last half of the first century A.D.  Peter frequently used the participle in this manner.

 is the accusative direct object from the masculine plural reflexive pronoun HEAUTOU, which means “yourselves.”
“build yourselves up”
 is the instrumental of means from the feminine singular article and superlative use of the adjective HAGIOS, meaning “most holy or holiest.”
is the possessive genitive plural from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, means “your.”
is the instrumental of means from the feminine singular noun PISTIS, used in its passive sense, meaning “what is believed” or the word of God resident in your soul and circulating in your stream of thoughts.  The phrase is translated “by means of your most holy doctrine.”
“by means of your most holy doctrine,”
is the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the neuter singular noun PNEUMA and the adjective HAGIOS, meaning “in the sphere of the Holy Spirit.”  This is a reference to the filling of the Holy Spirit.

 is the explanatory or epexegetical nominative masculine plural present middle participle from the verb PROSEUCHOMAI, which means “to pray.”

The present tense is an iterative present for that which occurs at successive intervals, i.e., whenever we pray.


The middle voice is an indirect middle and emphasizes the part taken by you, the subject, in producing this action.  Emphasis is upon you producing the action praying in your own interest and for your own benefit.


The participle is again an imperatival participle just as the previous participle was and as the next participle in the next verse is.

“pray in the sphere of the Holy Spirit,”
Jude 20 corrected translation
“But all of you, beloved, build yourselves up by means of your most holy doctrine, pray in the sphere of the Holy Spirit,”
Explanation:
1.  Jude now gives a series of divine commands to the royal family of God.  The first two are found in this verse: build ourselves up; and pray.
2.  The first command is “build yourselves up by means of your most holy doctrine.”

a.  This command is echoed elsewhere in Scripture.



(1)  2 Pet 3:18, “but continue to grow in the sphere of grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  To Him the glory both now and throughout the day of eternity.  Amen.”



(a)  God expects us to keep on growing spiritually throughout our spiritual life.




(b)  This requires understanding the person of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.




(c)  Grace orientation and doctrinal orientation always work together.  Grace orientation emphasizes the divine side of postsalvation grace, whereas, doctrinal orientation emphasizes the believer’s response to grace.  There is no growth except in the sphere of grace.




(d)  We are commanded to continue our spiritual growth.  This command can only be executed by learning about grace and then applying what we learn.  We must not only learn about grace, but we must also apply grace to everything in our life.  In this way, we glorify the person and work of our Lord Jesus Christ.




(e)  We are commanded to continue to grow in our knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Since He is infinite, this is a never-ending process for us as believers.  We cannot grow in knowledge if we reject what we hear or if we do not come to Bible class when the information is presented.  Every time Bible class is conducted or every time we turn on a tape recorder or watch a video, read a book, or whatever means of getting doctrine we use, we are given directions, orders, commands, instructions on what we are to do next and how we are expected to do it.  Understanding what we are expected to do, we move out smartly in the right direction as a part of God’s team.  The more we do this the better we get at it.



(2)  Rom 14:19, “So then let us pursue the things which make for harmony with God and the building up of one another.”  The things which make for the building up of the royal family of God are the understanding and use of the filling of the Holy Spirit, Bible doctrine in the soul, the spiritual problem-solving devices and the execution of the spiritual life.



(3)  1 Cor 3:9, “For we are God’s fellow workers; you are God’s field, God’s building.”  God is the Architect or Master-Builder and He delegates the authority for the actual building to the pastor-teacher during the Church Age.



(4)  2 Cor 10:8, “For even if I boast somewhat further about our authority, which the Lord gave for building you up and not for destroying you, I will not be put to shame,” cf. 2 Cor 13:10, “For this reason I am writing these things while absent, so that when present I need not use severity, in accordance with the authority which the Lord gave me for building up and not for tearing down.”  The teaching of the word of God by the man with the spiritual communication gift is the meaning of building up believers in the Church Age.



(5)  This same concept is taught in Paul’s description of the function and duties of the pastor-teacher, Eph 4:11-16,

Eph 4:11, “then He [Jesus Christ] gave some apostles, and some prophets, and others evangelists, and others pastor-teachers,”
Eph 4:12, “for the purpose of equipping the saints [teaching doctrine], for the production [work, occupation] of [Christian] service, for the edification of the body of Christ [manufacture of invisible heroes plus the increase of members of the royal family],”
Eph 4:13, “until we all attain the objective [execution of protocol plan and subsequent glorification of God by becoming a mature believer] because of the system from doctrine [operation Z], and by means of the epignosis knowledge of the Son of God [occupation with Christ], resulting in a mature believer to the measure of the maturity of the fullness of Christ;”
Eph 4:14, “in order that we no longer be childish [fragmented], destabilized in heavy seas [adversities, problems] and driven out of control by every wind of false teaching, by the trickery [cheating with the loaded dice] of cosmic evangelists, by misrepresentation [cunning, deception, guile, craftiness] of cosmic evangelists for the purpose of deceitful scheming [or the scheming of deceit].”
Eph 4:15, “but by teaching doctrine associated with virtue-love, we [pastors] may cause them [congregation] to grow up [execution of protocol plan] with reference to all things [unique characteristics of the Church, protocol plan of God, manufacture of invisible heroes, tactical victory in the Church Age] with reference to Him who is the head, Christ.”
Eph 4:16, “Because of whom [Lord Jesus Christ], the entire body, being joined together [baptism of Spirit], and being inculcated by every joint of supply [pastor-teacher] on the basis of the operational power [omnipotence of Holy Spirit], in measure, one [pastor-teacher] for each part [congregation]; he himself causes the growth of the body resulting in its edification by means of virtue-love.”
3.  The second command is that we pray in the filling of the Holy Spirit.  This command is also echoed elsewhere in Scripture.


a.  Eph 6:18, “By every prayer and humble entreaty, always pray on every occasion in the Spirit, and because of this, be on the alert with all persistence and humble entreaty for all saints.”

b.  Some principles on prayer.

 

(1) You cannot con God in prayer.




(a)  We do not use prayer to hire God to do what we want done.




(b)  Too many believers use prayer to get their own way, not God’s way.




(c)  Prayer must be compatible with God’s will and God’s way, not our will and our way.




(d)  Prayer must recognize who and what God is, not who and what we are.




(e)  Prayer is not designed to get us out of trouble but to express our helplessness, our humility, our total dependence on God rather than on human ability and power, and our recognition and orientation to His grace and His mercy toward us.




(f)  Prayer is not designed to manipulate God but to conform to the will of God.




(g)  Prayer is not what we want but what God wants for us.



(2)  Prayer is not designed to fulfill our desires and lusts.




(a)  The believer who fails in prayer is a sleepwalker through life.




(b)  Prayer is an expression and extension of Bible doctrine in the soul.  We fail in prayer because we fail to understand and utilize Bible doctrine.




(c)  Prayer was never designed to fulfill our lusts and desires but prayer was designed to fulfill the will, plan, and purpose of God for our lives and to give us access to heaven while still living on earth.  Too many prayers are expressions of what we want, not what God wants.  To express the will of God in our prayers, we have to come to know what the will of God is or how to ask for the will of God instead of our own will.




(d)  Because we have related prayer to our personal desires and lust pattern, we have acquired false values related both to our lives and to the prayers we present to God




(e)  For this reason, our Lord Jesus Christ as our High Priest makes intersession for us at the right hand of the Father, Heb 7:24-25, “On the other hand, He abides forever; consequently, He holds His priesthood permanently.  Therefore, He is able to deliver completely those who draw near to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for us.”  The fact that our Lord always makes intercession for us indicates that we have not completely understood the doctrine of prayer.




(f)  This also explains why God the Holy Spirit makes intercession for us with groanings too deep for words, Rom 8:26-27, “And in the same way the Spirit also helps our weaknesses; for we do not know how to pray as we should, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words; and He [F] who searches the hearts knows what is the thinking of the Spirit, because He [HS] intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.”  Our prayers often fail simply because of lack of concentration.  We fail to concentrate on doctrine in the power of the Spirit, which reflects our failure to concentrate in prayer in the power of this same Holy Spirit. We fail in prayer because we fail to learn and use Bible doctrine.



(3)  Principles of Prayer Related to our Priesthood.




(a)  The Church Age is the dispensation of the universal priesthood of the believer.  Every believer is a priest, both male and female.  1 Pet 2:5, every believer is a holy priest.  1 Pet 2:9, every believer is a royal priest.  Rev 1:6, 20:6, every believer is a part of a kingdom of priests.




(b)  One of our great priestly functions is prayer.  When we pray for others, we enter into their ministry.




(c)  Two persons of the Trinity are involved in prayer for us: Jesus Christ in hypostatic union in His human nature as our High Priest remembers us in prayer, and God the Holy Spirit prays for us with groanings too great for words.




(d)  The believer has the privilege of intercessory prayer.  One of the greatest acts of intercession for an entire nation was made by Moses, Ex 32:9-16 and Num 14:11-12.  Jesus Christ on the Cross prayed in Lk 23:34 the greatest intercessory prayer of all time, “Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing.”  Prayer is a part of Christian service, and as such, prayer must comply with the doctrinal principles of Christian service.  Since every believer is in full-time Christian service, he should express in prayer the concepts related to that service; therefore, his intercession for others will be divine good rather than human good or dead works.  The principles of Christian service apply to every prayer just as much as they do to witnessing or to the fact that our job is a part of Christian service.




(e)  The principle of prayer is based on two doctrines of Scripture: the postsalvation spiritual life in harmonious rapport with God, and the integrity of God as the source of all answers to prayer on the one hand and the explanation of why other prayers are not answered.




(f)  We fail in prayer, because in the malfunction of our spiritual lives we do not understand the will and plan of God for our lives, therefore, the importance of prayer being compatible with the plan of God for the Church.




(g)  We fail in prayer because we fail to rebound when we sin.   Therefore when perpetual carnality sets in, it is inevitable that we get into such serious discipline and so many problems that we start praying to God for help and our prayers are not answered.




(h)  Only the emergency recovery procedure of 1 Jn 1:9 can correct that situation.  Without recovery there is no spiritual life.




(i)  Spiritual skills must precede production skills for an effective prayer life.





(i)  Spiritual skills include: the filling of the Holy Spirit, cognition and inculcation of Bible doctrine, and the execution of the plan of God.





(ii)  Spiritual growth increases the power of prayer in our life.  Therefore, our spiritual advance through perception and application of doctrine is directly related to our prayer life as a part of your Christian service.





(iii)  The more we learn about the will of God from Bible doctrine, the more effective our prayer life will be.  The effectiveness of prayer is related, therefore, to the function of spiritual skills preceding production skills in the performance of Christian service and divine good.  Production skills minus spiritual skills equal the performance of human good and dead works in prayer.  The key to prayer is the use of the spiritual skills: the filling of the Spirit, cognition of Bible doctrine, and execution of the plan of God.
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