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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1

is the postpositive adversative use of the conjunction DE, meaning “But” plus the nominative subject from the masculine plural demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “these men.”  This is a reference to the false teacher unbelievers of verse four who have slipped into the local churches unnoticed.

 is the accusative direct object from the neuter plural relative adjective of quantity HOSOS, which means “as great, how great; as far, how far; as long, how long; as much, how much.”  Here it means “all the things which” or in modern English “all that.”
 is the Attic Greek construction using these two particles in correlation, meaning “on the one hand...but on the other hand.”
 is the objective negative adverb OUK meaning “not” plus the third person plural perfect active indicative from the verb OIDA, meaning “to know; understand.”

The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which looks at the resulting status quo because of a past action.  This emphasizes the present state of being which these unbelievers are in.  They made themselves this way by their constant negative volition and they can un-make themselves unbelievers by believing in Christ.


The active voice indicates that these unbelievers produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

 is the third person plural present active indicative from the verb BLASPHĒMEW, which means “to slander, ridicule, criticize, malign.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that these unbelievers produce the action.


The indicative mood indicates that this is a fact, a reality, a true statement.

“But on the one hand these men criticize all that they do not understand,”
 is the adversative use of the particle DE, meaning “but on the other hand.”  With this we have the nominative subject from the neuter plural quantitative use of the relative adjective HOSOS again, meaning “all these things” or “all that.”
 is the adverb PHUSIKWS, which means “naturally, by instinct.”  This is the only use of the adverb in Scripture (“instinctively”), though we have the adjective used in 2 Pet 2:12.

is the comparative use of the conjunction HWS, meaning “as, like.”
is the predicate nominative from the neuter plural article and adjective ALOGOS, meaning “unreasoning” (see Acts 25:27 and 2 Pet 2:12 the only other uses in Scripture) and the noun ZWION, meaning “animals.”  This phrase is also found in 2 Pet 2:12.  It is translated “like unreasoning animals.”
“but on the other hand all that they instinctively know like unreasoning animals,”
 is the third person plural present deponent middle indicative from the verb EPISTAMAI, which means “to understand, know, or be acquainted with.”

The present tense is a gnomic present, which states a commonly accepted fact, a widespread custom or practice.


The deponent middle is middle in form but active in meaning.  Here the unbeliever false teachers produce the action and the emphasis is that they themselves do this without any outside influence on them.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

 is the preposition EN plus the instrumental of means from the masculine plural demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “by these things” and referring to “the things which they understand instinctively.”
 - is the third person plural present passive indicative from the verb PHTHEIRW, which means “destroy, ruin, corrupt, or spoil.”  Here it means to destroy in the sense of ruining their opportunities to believe in Christ and thus destroying their own souls.


The present tense is an aoristic present which is a simple expression of undefined action in the present without any reference to its progress.  Jude is simply stating that this is the way things are.


The passive voice indicates that these unbelievers receive the action of destroying themselves, ruining their own lives, corrupting their thinking.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“they are destroyed by these things.”
Jude 10 corrected translation
“But on the one hand these men criticize all that they do not understand, but on the other hand all that they instinctively know like unreasoning animals, they are destroyed by these things.”
Explanation:
1.  2 Pet 2:12 is a parallel passage with a different emphasis, which says, “But these [false prophets], like unreasoning animals, creatures of instinct having been born for the purpose of capture and destruction, slandering in things which they are ignorant, will also be destroyed because of their depravity.”

a.  Peter emphasizes the fact that these false prophets will be destroyed because of their total depravity, which refuses to believe in Christ.  Jude emphasizes the fact that these false prophets are destroyed by their own ignorance of God in the face of overwhelming evidence.


b.  Paul taught the same thing in Rom 1:18-25

1:18  “For anger from God is being revealed from heaven against all non-godliness [heathenism] and anti-justice, of those who suppress the Truth through anti-justice.”
1:19  “Because what is known about God is revealed in them.  For the God has revealed Himself to them.”
1:20  “For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly perceived, being perspicuous through the things which He has created, namely both His eternal power [omnipotence] and His divine nature [essence of deity] so that they [human race] are without excuse [defense before the justice of God].”
1:21  “Because when they knew the God, they did not honor [Christ] as God, nor did they feel obligated to thank Him, in fact [as a result of their negative volition] they received worthless thoughts in their evil speculations and their ignorant right lobe received darkness.”
1:22  “Although they claim to be wise, they became fools.”
1:23  “And they exchange the glory of incorruptible God for an image in the form of corruptible man:  birds, quadrupeds, reptiles.”
1:24  “Therefore, because of the lusts in their right lobes, God delivered them over to their sexual degeneracy, that their bodies might be dishonored [degraded, destroyed] among themselves.”
1:25  “They traded the doctrine of God for a lie; they both worshiped and served the creature [Satan, author of cosmic system] rather than the Creator [Jesus Christ] Who is forever praised.  Amen.”
2.  These false teachers criticize all that they do not understand.


a.  The unbeliever is incapable of understanding spiritual phenomena. 1 Cor 2:9-16, “The soulish person does not accept the things from the Spirit of God, for to him they are foolishness.  In fact, he is not able to understand them, because spiritual things are examined [comprehended] in a spiritual manner [the teaching ministry of God the Holy Spirit under the filling of the Spirit].” 

b.  The unbeliever is unable to understand any kind of Bible doctrine or divine viewpoint because he is without a human spirit.  Without the human spirit being taught by God the Holy Spirit, all unbelievers consider all doctrine and divine viewpoint as foolishness.


c.  This same principle is brought up again in Jude 19, “These [unbelievers] are the ones who cause divisions – soulish persons, not having a spirit [human spirit].”

d.  People automatically criticize those things with which they do not agree.  They do not agree with them because they usually do not understand them.


e.  In the case of arrogance, whether in believers or unbelievers, it does not want to understand; it already thinks it knows the right answer and does not want to be presented with any conflicting information.  This is why it is often so difficult to get the morally arrogant, self-righteous Christian to depart from their doctrinally wrong local church.  This is also why it is so difficult to get unbelievers to give the gospel an objective hearing.


f.  It is much easier to criticize than to understand.  Understanding requires thought, time, energy, patience, and repetition.  Criticism requires nothing but laziness and arrogance.  True objective criticism requires that we study more in the same field of the person we are criticizing before we tell them what they are doing wrong.  Arrogance will never take the time to do this because arrogance thinks it already has the correct answer.


g.  Criticism is the defense mechanism of arrogance for the lazy.  Arrogance defends itself from exposure by criticizing others who are better.

3.  False teachers are destroyed by all that they instinctively know, like unreasoning animals.


a.  Animals have instinct, emotion, memory, and a very limited ability to learn.


b.  Animals do not have self-consciousness or the ability to reason.  They do not think as people think.


c.  Animals experience situations and learn how to react to them from their emotions and from their God given instincts – for example, the ability of certain breeds of dogs to retrieve objects or point at an object.


d.  These false teachers are compared to unreasoning animals.  They do not think.  They only emote.  They only react to various situations in life.  False teachers function on the basis of instinct rather than reason.



(1)  “Instinct is acting on the basis of impulse,” Webster’s New Universal Unabridged Dictionary, Second Edition.  “It is an inborn tendency to behave in a way characteristic of a species.”  What is the inborn tendency of the human species?  To follow the dictates of the old sin nature.



(2)  What is characteristic of the human species?  To sin.



(3)  What is the instinctive behavior of mankind?  To function on the basis of emotion.  To react to everything emotionally, without thinking, without reason.


e.  These false teachers function on the basis of emotion, being directed by their old sin natures to behave on impulse rather than on the direction of the word of God in their stream of consciousness directing their souls.


f.  Acting like unreasoning animals, these false teachers will die like unreasoning animals.



(1)  Animals often die because of failure to see approaching danger.  Or, seeing the danger, they do not know how to escape from it.  In the same manner, unbelievers who reject the gospel do not see the second death approaching, or seeing the danger, do not know or have forgotten how to simply believe in Christ and escape from it.



(2)  This verse says that unbelievers are destroyed by what they instinctively know.  What does the unbeliever instinctively know?




(a)  He instinctively knows how to be arrogant.




(b)  He instinctively knows how to react with his emotions.




(c)  He instinctively knows how to reject the truth and believe the lie.




(d)  He instinctively knows how to follow his own lusts for emotional stimulation, pleasure, self-righteous moral justification, and immoral degeneracy.



(3)  These are all descriptions of the function of the old sin nature.  The unbeliever is destroyed by the function of his old sin nature, which naturally, instinctively rejects the truth of the existence of God and His offer of eternal salvation.



(4)  Perpetual rejection of the gospel results in locked-in negative volition.  Perpetual locked-in negative volition forgets the means of being saved by faith alone in Christ alone. Perpetual locked-in negative volition leads to emotional revolt of the soul and scar tissue of the soul, in which we cannot remember how to be saved.  Perpetual locked-in negative volition to the gospel is the status of the unreasoning reversionistic unbeliever having been born for the purpose of dying a horrible, fearful physical death and then facing the second death.


(5)  This is total depravity with total helplessness to do anything about it.  Only God the Holy Spirit can do anything about it and He does so in the function of common grace by making the gospel true, accurate, objective knowledge to the unbeliever, who then accepts or rejects it.  The unbeliever who remains an unbeliever does so because he freely rejects what he has clearly understood.



(6)  He turns away from the objective knowledge of the gospel and returns to all that he instinctively knows, which ends up destroying him.

2


4

