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
 is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Now; Then,” plus the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb ANERCHOMAI, which means “to go up: went up.”

The aorist tense is constative/historical aorist, which looks at the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the neuter singular article and noun OROS, meaning “on the hill or mountain.”  These were hills by the sea, not mountains as we think of them.  This is followed by the nominative subject from the proper noun IĒSOUS, meaning “Jesus.”

“Then Jesus went up on the hill,”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the adverb of place EKEI, meaning “there.”  Then we have the third person singular imperfect deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb KATHĒMAI, meaning “to sit down: He sat down.”

The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes a past action without reference to its completion or cessation.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form, but active in meaning with the subject (Jesus) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

Finally, we have the preposition META plus the ablative of association from the masculine plural article and noun MATHĒTĒS with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “with His disciples.”

“and there He sat down with His disciples.”
Jn 6:3 corrected translation
“Then Jesus went up on the hill, and there He sat down with His disciples.”
Explanation:
1.  “Then Jesus went up on the hill,”

a.  After rowing or sailing the boat from the vicinity of Capernaum, Jesus and the disciples land near the town of Bethsaida in the territory under the authority of Philip the Tetrarch.  Herod Antipas controlled the territory west of the Jordan River as it flowed south into the Sea of Galilee, while Philip the Tetrarch controlled the territory east of the Jordan River.

b.  There are hills close to the shore near the town of Bethsaida, which Jesus and His disciples could easily walk up and find a place to rest with a cooling breeze.

c.  Jesus hoped that going up the hill away from the city would discourage the crowd from following, but as we shall see it did not.


d.  “Since Jesus had crossed to the east side of the lake, the mountainside mentioned would have been what is now called the Golan Heights.”

2.  “and there He sat down with His disciples.”

a.  Jesus did not go up the hill alone; His disciples went with Him.  And they were soon followed by a large crowd of about 5000 people.

b.  Jesus did not go all the way to the top of the hill.  He would do that later, after He dismissed the crowd and His disciples (Mk 6:46; Mt 14:23).  But at a certain point up the hill, Jesus sat down to rest.  He was hoping for some quiet time with His disciples to hear how their missionary activity went during the past several weeks.  He also wanted to talk to them about the person, ministry and death of His cousin, John the Baptist.

c.  Jesus had spent the past several months healing and teaching people, while also presenting the gospel to them.  He had had no vacation, no timeshare, no rest, and no “down time.”


d.  Jesus takes the disciples with Him and has them sit with Him, so that the crowd will understand that they are His students and have a special relationship to Him.  This helps establish the authority of the disciples as the Lord’s representatives.

e.  What lessons can we take from this simple verse?



(1)  There is a time for work and a time for rest.



(2)  There is a time when a leader needs to brief and debrief his subordinates.



(3)  The right place for events is not necessarily the most convenient place.


(4)  The time’s when we want to be alone and rest may not be God’s time.  We are on God’s agenda, not our own.

� Carson, D. A. (1994). New Bible Commentary: 21st century edition. Rev. ed. of: The new Bible commentary. 3rd ed. / edited by D. Guthrie, J.A. Motyer. 1970. (4th ed.) (Jn 6:1). Leicester, England; Downers Grove, Ill., USA: Inter-Varsity Press.





2
2

