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
 is the nominative subject from the masculine singular articular present active participle of the verb PISTEUW, which means “to believe.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun and can be translated “the one who” or “He who” and refers to any member of the human race.


The present tense has a number of possibilities here:



(1)  It is a customary present for what is reasonably expected to occur or what can and normally does occur.


(2)  It can also be regarded as a descriptive present for what is now going on or a durative present for something that began in the past (in the Garden of Eden after the fall of man) and is continuing throughout human history.


(3)  It is most likely an aoristic present, which presents the entire act of believing as a momentary and instantaneous fact.



(4)  This is definitely not a progressive present or durative or customary present in the sense that a person must continue to believe in Christ throughout their life in order to be saved.  That is a false doctrine that makes salvation dependent on the continuing work of believing in Christ by the person.  Salvation is by the grace of God, not the continuing ability of man to believe.  If salvation is dependent on man’s continuing ability to believe, then that salvation is a salvation of works, the work of continuing belief.  If you think that God gives you eternal life and then takes it away because you decided to stop believing in Christ, then you don’t understand the immutability and faithfulness of God even though we remain faithless.

The active voice indicates that people produce the action of believing in the Son of God.


The participle is substantival and circumstantial.

Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the masculine singular article and noun HUIOS, meaning “in the Son” and referring to the Son of God.  This is followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb ECHW, which means “to have: has.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which describes the state of being as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the person who believes in the Son produces the state of having something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun ZWĒ plus the adjective AIWNIOS, meaning “eternal life.”
“He who believes in the Son has eternal life;”
 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “but; however.”  Then we have the nominative masculine singular articular present active participle from the verb APEITHEW, which means “to disobey.”


The article is used as a relative pronoun and is translated “the one who” or “he who.”


The present tense is a descriptive and durative present for what continues throughout the life of the unbeliever.


The active voice indicates that the unbeliever produces the action.


The participle is substantival and circumstantial.

This is followed by the dative direct object
 from the masculine singular article and noun HUIOS, meaning “the Son” and referring to the Son of God.  Then we have the strong, absolute negative OU, meaning “not” plus the third person singular future deponent middle indicative from the verb HORAW, which means “to see: will not see.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form, but active in meaning with the subject (the unbeliever) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun ZWĒ, meaning “life” and referring to eternal life with God.
“however, he who disobeys the Son will not see life,”
 is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but” plus the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun ORGĒ with the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “the wrath of God.”  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb MENW, which means “to abide, remain, or continue.”

The present tense is a durative present, which describes what began in the past (at the point of physical birth) and continues forever for the unbeliever.


The active voice indicates that the wrath or the punitive judgment of God produces the action of remaining on the unbeliever.

The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally we have the preposition EPI plus the accusative of place from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “on him” and referring to the unbeliever.

“but the wrath of God remains on him.”

Jn 3:36 corrected translation
“He who believes in the Son has eternal life; however, he who disobeys the Son will not see life, but the wrath of God remains on him.”
Explanation:
1.  “He who believes in the Son has eternal life;”

a.  This is one of the most important statements in all the word of God; for it promises eternal life to anyone who believes in the Son; that is, Jesus Christ, the Son of God.

b.  The phrase “He who believes” refers to any member of the human race during any period of human history.  Salvation has been the same in every period of human history, whether the Age of the Gentiles, the Age of Israel, the Church Age, the Tribulation, or the millennial reign of Christ.  Salvation is always by faith in Christ; that is, by believing in His person and work.

c.  There are two great things that a person must believe about the Son of God:



(1)  That Jesus is the Son the God, the Christ, the Messiah, the Savior of the world, the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.  This is believing in His person, who and what He is.



(2)  That Jesus bore our sins in His own physical body on the Cross and was judged for our sins in our place.  This refers to the substitutionary spiritual death of Christ on the Cross being judged for us that we might not be judged.  This is believing in His work of salvation.


d.  If we believe in the person and work of Christ, God promises and guarantees that we have eternal life.  This is a dogmatic statement of fact in the Greek.  It is not contingent on anything we do other than believe.


(1)  We are not commanded to keep on believing, but to believe.  Belief is something we do one time and is not dependent upon our ability to keep believing.  God doesn’t make our salvation dependent upon what we are able to continue to do, but on what He is able to continue to do.



(2)  We are not commanded to prove our belief in Christ by the manner in which we live our life after salvation.  Our salvation is not dependent on how we behave after God saves us.  Our salvation is dependent on the integrity of God, not our own integrity or lack of integrity.



(3)  Salvation is totally the work of God, and is not dependent upon any works that we perform, like being baptized, or partaking in the Eucharist, or doing good deeds.


(4)  Salvation is not a process, but a momentary act of God the very second we believe in Christ.



(5)  “Basically security is based on the grace of God and the fact that eternal life is a gift and it is eternal.  When a person believes in Christ, he is brought into a relationship with the Godhead that assures his salvation is secure.  Of course, this is true only of born again people.  There are those who profess but do not possess life.  Sometimes we can make a reasonably sure judgment as to whether an individual only professes or actually possesses eternal life.  Sometimes we cannot.  But the regenerated person’s salvation is secure because of that relationship to God that he has through faith.”


e.  God guarantees eternal life to those who believe in Christ and cannot undo what He does.  God does not give and then take away.  Once God gives eternal life to someone, He cannot then take that eternal life away.  God’s integrity as God is dependent upon Him keeping His word.



(1)  Mk 10:30, “but that he will receive a hundred times as much now in the present age, houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and children and farms, along with persecutions; and in the age to come, eternal life.”


(2)  Jn 3:15-16, “in order that every one who believes in Him might have eternal life.  For God unconditionally loved the world so much, with the result that He gave His uniquely-born Son, in order that every one who believes in Him might not perish, but might have eternal life.”


(3)  Jn 4:14, “but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him shall never thirst; but the water that I will give him will become in him a well of water springing up to eternal life.”



(4)  Jn 5:24, “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but has passed out of death into life.”



(5)  Jn 5:39, “You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; it is these that testify about Me;”



(6)  Jn 6:27, “Do not work for the food which perishes, but for the food which endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give to you, for on Him the Father, God, has set His seal.”



(7)  Jn 6:40, “For this is the will of My Father, that everyone who beholds the Son and believes in Him will have eternal life, and I Myself will raise him up on the last day.”


(8)  Jn 6:47, “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes has eternal life.”


(9)  Jn 6:54, “He who eats My flesh and drinks My blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day.”


(10)  Jn 6:68, “Simon Peter answered Him, ‘Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have words of eternal life.’”


(11)  Jn 10:28, “and I give eternal life to them, and they will never perish; and no one will snatch them out of My hand.”


(12)  Jn 12:25, “He who loves his life loses it, and he who hates his life in this world will keep it to life eternal.”


(13)  Jn 12:50, “I know that His commandment is eternal life; therefore the things I speak, I speak just as the Father has told Me.”


(14)  Jn 17:2-3, “even as You gave Him authority over all flesh, that to all whom You have given Him, He may give eternal life.  This is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent.



(15)  Acts 13:48, “Now when they heard [this], the Gentiles began rejoicing and glorifying the message about the Lord.  And as many as believed had been appointed to eternal life.”


(16)  Rom 2:7, “To those on the one hand who on the basis of the expectation of a good work are seeking eternal life, [there is] glory, honor, and immortality.”



(17)  Rom 5:21, “in order that just as the sin nature has ruled in the sphere of [spiritual] death, so also grace might rule by means of [imputed] righteousness because of eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”



(18)  Rom 6:22-23, “But now having been set free from the sin nature and having become slaves to God, you keep on having your benefit with reference to sanctification and your destiny, eternal life.  Certainly, the compensation paid by the sin nature [is] death, but God’s gracious gift [is] eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”


(19)  Gal 6:8, “For he who sows because of his own flesh [sin nature] will reap destruction from the flesh [sin nature].  But he who sows because of the Spirit will reap eternal life from the Spirit.”



(20)  1 Tim 1:16, “Nevertheless, for this reason, I received mercy, in order that in me, the foremost sinner, Christ Jesus might demonstrate His whole patience as a prototype to those who are destined to believe in Him for eternal life.”



(21)  1 Tim 6:12, “Keep on competing in that noble contest for doctrine; take hold of eternal life, into which you have been elected and have acknowledged the honorable acknowledgment in the presence of many witnesses.”



(22)  Tit 1:2, “concerning the confidence of eternal life, which the truthful God promised before time began,”



(23)  Tit 3:7, “in order that, having become righteous by means of His grace, we might become heirs of on the basis of the confident expectation of eternal life.”



(24)  1 Jn 1:2, “also the life was revealed; in fact we have both seen and testified and proclaimed to you that eternal life, the very One Who was with the Father and was revealed to us—”



(25)  1 Jn 2:25, “Likewise, this is the promise, which He Himself has promised to us: eternal life.”



(26)  1 Jn 5:11, “In fact, this is the testimony, namely, that God has given to us eternal life, and this life is in His Son.”



(27)  1 Jn 5:13, “I have written these things to you who believe in the person of the Son of God, in order that you may know that you have eternal life.”



(28)  1 Jn 5:20, “Now we know that the Son of God has come and has given us the faculty for perception, in order that we may understand the real [objective reality] (because we live in the real [objective reality]) with reference to His Son Jesus Christ.  He is the true God and eternal life.”



(29)  Jude 21, “guard yourselves by means of virtue-love for God, wait for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ with reference to eternal life.”


f.  What exactly is eternal life?  Eternal life is the combined physical and spiritual life we will live forever with God in the eternal state in resurrection bodies.  This life is the same kind of life that God has.  He gives us His very own life—a life of blessing, joy, happiness, abundance, contentment, and most importantly sinlessness.

2.  “however, he who disobeys the Son will not see life,”

a.  The sad part is that there are many people who will not see this eternal life.  They will not see this life because they do not obey the simple command of God to believe in the Son of God.

b.  Those who reject the person and/or work of Jesus Christ disobey the will of God the Father.  God has already determined that their judgment will be to never see eternal life.

c.  There is only one way of obtaining eternal life and that is to obey the will of God the Father and believe in the person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ.


d.  God desires that everyone believe in the Son.  He is not willing that any should perish and not have eternal life.  But the will of God that we believe in His Son must be obeyed.  Unbelievers refuse to obey the will of God.  They do this of their own free will, and therefore, are totally responsible for their own rejection of the eternal life offered to them by God.

e.  Unbelievers will not see eternal life because they don’t want to see this life.


f.  “As in the Old Testament, so also in the New Testament all the causes of divine wrath may be traced back to a basic cause, man’s despising of God.  …The reason for the ὀργὴ θεοῦ is even more profound and serious when this wrath is at sinfulness against God not merely as a despising of His holy will in the Law (or creation), but as the despising of His holy love in the Gospel.”

3.  “but the wrath of God remains on him.”

a.  The wrath of God is the final judgment of God on rejection of God’s authority and love.  Sin is not the issue at the last judgment.  They are never mentioned, because sins were judged on the Cross.  God determined before He ever created any creature that He would not tolerate rejection of His authority and love.  God will not tolerate disobedience to His will.  This has been true in angelic creation as well as in the human race.  God simply will not tolerate those who disobey Him.  And God does not want to live forever with those who do not appreciate his love.

b.  The righteousness of God demands that the justice of God act against those who are disobedient to His will.  This is why Heb 12:3-7 says, “By all means consider such a person who has endured hostility by sinners toward Himself, in order that you may not be fatigued, by becoming weary [discouraged] in your souls.  You have not yet resisted to the point of [shedding] blood in your struggling against the sin nature.  In fact, you have completely forgotten the exhortation which instructs you as sons, ‘My son, do not regard lightly the discipline [training] from the Lord, nor give up because you are disciplined by Him;  For whom the Lord loves unconditionally He disciplines; furthermore He scourges with a whip every son whom He receives’.  You endure for the purpose of training; God deals with you as with sons; for what son [is there] whom a father does not discipline?”  If God will not tolerate the disobedience of His sons, how much less will He tolerate those who refuse to become His sons?

c.  God determined in eternity past, before He created anyone or anything, that He would punish those who reject His love.  The greatest demonstration of  as expressed in His judgment of their sins in His own Son, Jesus Christ.  God determined that this punishment for rejection of His love would be a life forever in an eternal lake of fire.  This judgment is the final and complete expression of the wrath of God against those who prefer their disobedience to the love of God.

d.  The wrath of God was placed upon us at the point of physical birth, because we were condemned at birth due to the imputation of Adam’s original sin to our physical sin nature.  This wrath, condemnation, or judgment remains on us until (and unless) we believe in Christ.  The moment we believe in Christ the “wrath of God” against us is immediately removed.

e.  The “wrath of God” is the judgment of God against us because we decide to remain in the state of sinfulness, which we acquired at birth and retain until the day we believe in Christ.  All of us are born in a state of sinfulness.  This state of sinfulness is forgiven the moment we believe in Christ.  If a person refuses to believe in Christ, then they retain this state of sinfulness and are said to “die in their sins.”  They disobey the will of God to believe in Christ and reject the love of God, which provided their salvation.  Rejection of the love of God by refusing to believe in Christ is the one sin for which Christ could not die on the Cross.


(1)  Mt 25:46, “These will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”



(2)  Eph 5:6, “Let no one deceive you with empty words; for because of these things, the wrath of God is coming on the sons of disbelief [unbelievers].”


(3)  Rev 14:10, “he also will drink from the wine of the wrath of God, which is mixed unmixed [served full strength] in the cup of His anger, and he will be tormented in fire and sulfur before the holy angels and before the Lamb.”


(4)  Rom 1:18, “For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men who suppress the truth in unrighteousness.”



(5)  Rom 2:5, “But because of your hardness and unrepentant heart, you keep on storing up wrath for yourself on the day of wrath; that is, [the day] of the revelation of the righteous judgment from God,”



(6)  Rom 9:22, “Moreover, although willing to demonstrate His wrath and to reveal His omnipotence, God has endured with great patience vessels of wrath [unbelievers] having been prepared for destruction [the Last Judgment],”



(7)  Col 3:5-7, “Therefore put to death the parts [of your life] which belong to the earth: unlawful sexual intercourse, immorality, sinful sexual passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry, because of which things the judgment [anger, wrath] of God is coming, in which things [sins] even you formerly walked, when you lived in these things.”


(8)  Lk 2:34-35, “And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary His mother, ‘Behold, this Child is appointed for the fall and rise of many in Israel, and for a sign to be opposed—and a sword will pierce even your own soul—to the end that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.’”


(9)  Eph 4:17-19, “Therefore I direct this and I insist because of the Lord that you no longer walk as the Gentiles [unbelievers] walk in the futility of their thinking, having been darkened in their thinking, having been alienated from the life of God because of the ignorance which is in them, because of the obstinacy of their heart, who, having become calloused, have given themselves over to licentiousness [self-abandonment] resulting in the practice of every kind of [sexual] immorality with insatiable lust.”

f.  “If there is deliverance from eternal wrath in Christ alone, then everything depends on whether a man rejects Christ or appropriates, or more correctly, lets himself be appropriated to, what Christ is and brings.  To reject Him is to abide under wrath.  To receive Him is to be free. ‘Either we must fear future wrath or love present grace—one of the two’ (Ignatius in his letter to the Ephesians—c. 105 A.D. ).  Liberation from God’s wrath is bound up with faith in Christ.”


g.  “In interpreting this verse there is a crucial perspective that must be enunciated.  For John people cannot straddle the fence with God.  Indeed, without a positive decision of believing the Son, humans do not stand a chance of comprehending or experiencing eternal life.  They are and continue to be under the anger or condemnation of God.  The anger or wrath of God is the way the biblical writers expressed God’s intolerance of evil or sin (cf. Rom 1:18).  The kingdom of God will not tolerate within it any form of sin (cf. Rev 21:7–8, 27; 22:15). S in must be dealt with or else a sinner has no chance of entering God’s domain of heaven.  Although some would like to think that we are in a fairly satisfactory relationship with God unless we do something ‘very’ wrong and are thereby excluded, the biblical writers knew better.  People without Christ are by their basic commitments oriented actively to sin.  Accordingly, the Johannine term ‘reject’ or disobey here is operative for the whole human race.  Something positive therefore needed to be done to reverse the sinful way of humanity.  The means God provided to overcome the existing state of condemnation is for people to believe the Son.  Failure to do so is not to become condemned; it is to continue in condemnation.”


h.  “The blessed truth of salvation is that the one who believes in the Son has eternal life as a present possession, not merely as a future hope.  Jesus said, ‘Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but has passed out of death into life’ (Jn 5:24).  But on the other hand, the one who does not obey the Son will not see life.  The juxtaposition of belief and disobedience is a reminder that the New Testament portrays belief in the gospel as obedience to God, an essential element of saving faith.  The fearful reality is that the wrath of God (His settled, holy displeasure against sin) continually abides on disobedient sinners who refuse to believe in Jesus Christ.  Just as eternal life is the present possession of believers, so also is condemnation the present condition of unbelievers.  The idea here is not that God will one day condemn sinners for their disobedient unbelief; they are already in a state of condemnation from which only saving faith in Jesus Christ can deliver them.  The ultimate consequence of refusing to believe will be to experience God’s wrath for eternity in the lake of fire (Rev. 20:10–15).  But it was to save helpless, doomed sinners from that terrifying fate that God sent His Son to be the Savior of the world.”

4.  Regeneration.


a.  “It is instantaneous.  Just as a child is born at a specific moment in the physical birth, so the spiritual birth occurs instantaneously when the Holy Spirit imparts new life.  The Greek aorist tense in Jn 1:13 and 3:5 would indicate the new birth is an instantaneous act.”
  Regeneration is not a process of salvation.  It is an instantaneous act done by God alone, which cannot be undone by man’s unbelief thereafter.


b.  “There are two distinct views concerning the eternal security of the believer.  The Arminian says that man has received his salvation as an act of his will and he may forfeit his salvation as an act of the will—or through specific sins.  The Calvinist says that the true believer will persevere in his faith.  This doctrine is sometimes called ‘perseverance of the saints,’ which is not a proper title since it places the emphasis on man’s ability to persevere rather than on God’s ability to keep the believer.  A better title might be ‘perseverance of the Lord.’  This doctrine does not suggest that the believer will never backslide or sin.  It means, however, that when a person has genuinely believed in Christ as His Savior from sin he is forever secured by God by His keeping power.  The basis for the security of salvation does not rest with man, but with God.  The security of the believer is based on the work of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.”


c.  “The issue of the terms of salvation is important because the purity of the gospel is at stake.  What are the terms of salvation?  Is salvation something in addition to faith?  The issue is critical because Paul pronounced anathema on anyone who preached a gospel contrary to what he had preached (Gal 1:8–9).  There are a number of false views of the human condition(s) for salvation.  These views add conditions to man’s response of faith and thereby nullify the grace of God and corrupt the purity of the gospel.  Some of the false views are as follows.


(1)  Repent and believe.  Repentance should not be understood as a separate condition for believing in Christ.  If repentance is cited as a condition of salvation in terms of feeling sorry for one’s sins, then it is a wrong usage of the term.  It should not be understood as a separate step in salvation.  Acts 20:21 indicates that repentance and faith should not be seen as separate items in response to the gospel but together they signify belief in Christ.  To believe in Christ is to change one’s mind about Christ and trust Him alone for salvation.


(2)  Believe and be baptized.  This suggestion is taken from a misunderstanding of Acts 2:38.  Peter did not suggest that baptism is necessary for the forgiveness of sins, rather, he was calling for members of that generation which was guilty of having crucified Christ to separate themselves from a generation under the judgment of God.  That separation was to be publicly signified through baptism.  Moreover, the baptism signified that the people had received the forgiveness of sins.  A second passage sometimes cited to suggest that baptism is necessary for salvation is Mark 16:16. The phrase ‘He who has believed and has been baptized shall be saved’ is not the same as saying baptism is necessary to salvation; this is seen in the last half of the verse, which omits the reference to baptism.  Condemnation comes from refusal to believe, not from a failure to be baptized.  Additionally, it is tenuous to argue the point from Mark 16:16 because some of the oldest New Testament manuscripts do not contain Mk 16:9–20.


(3) Believe and confess Christ.  The condition of publicly confessing Christ for salvation is sometimes added to faith on the basis of Rom 10:9.  This passage, however, is not establishing an additional condition for salvation.  Rather, to confess Jesus as Lord means to acknowledge His deity.  That was and always will be a critical issue in terms of salvation.  The one who believes in Christ as Savior must of necessity acknowledge His deity.  That is the meaning of Rom 10:9.


(4)  Believe and surrender.  The issue here is whether or not one can become a Christian simply by believing the gospel, or whether or not one must surrender to Christ as the Lord of one’s life.  Part of the answer lies in a misunderstanding of Rom 10:9.  Confession of Christ as Lord identifies Christ as deity; the issue is not concerning His Lordship.  In addition, if surrendering one’s life to Christ as Lord is necessary for salvation, then there could be no carnal Christians, yet Paul makes it clear that the Corinthians whom he speaks of as being ‘in Christ’ were indeed carnal (1 Cor 3:1).  Lordship is based on application of the knowledge of Scripture, and the knowledge of Scripture comes with spiritual maturity, which in turn follows salvation. Lordship is important, but it cannot be a condition for salvation; that is adding to the gospel.  A further problem in this view relates to a misunderstanding of the term disciple.  When Jesus called men to follow Him as disciples (Lk 14:25–35), He was not calling them to salvation.  It was a call to follow Him as a learner, which is the meaning of disciple.  Discipleship always follows salvation; it is never a part of it, otherwise grace is no longer grace.  Furthermore, if discipleship is a condition of salvation, then so is baptism, because being baptized is part of becoming a disciple (Mt 28:19, 20).


(5)  The Biblical view.  Many passages of Scripture affirm that man’s only responsibility in salvation is believing the gospel (Jn 1:12; 3:16, 18, 36; 5:24; 11:25–26; 12:44; 20:31; Acts 16:31; 1 Jn 5:13, and so forth).  But what is faith?  What does it mean to believe the gospel?  Faith may be succinctly defined as ‘confiding trust.’”
  Faith is trusting that God’s promise to save us and give us eternal life is true.  Faith is believing that what God promises He will do, He will do.
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