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
 is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Now.”  A.T. Robertson says that the use of DE here is to introduce an explanatory parenthesis.
  Then we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “this.”  This is followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: is.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which views the state of being in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the judgment of unbelievers produces the state of being what it is.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the predicate nominative from the feminine singular article and noun KRISIS, meaning “the judgment, condemnation, and/or punishment.”  “The word often means judgment that goes against a person, condemnation, and the sentence that follows.”
  This word encompassed all three ideas, since the judge made he judgment of condemnation against the guilty person and then directed that the punishment by inflicted.  Therefore, it can also mean “the basis for rendering a judgment—‘basis of judging,’ ‘this is the basis for judging,’ ‘how judgment works’ or ‘the reason for God judging.’”
  “It is more precisely the process of judging rather than the result (KRIMA) of the judgment.”

“Now this is the process of judgment”
 is the explanatory use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “that,” followed by the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and noun PHWS, meaning “the Light” and referring to the Logos per Jn 1:4-9.  Then we have the third person singular perfect active indicative from the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come.”

The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes the past, completed action.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “has.”


The active voice indicates that the Light has produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the masculine singular article and noun KOSMOS, meaning “into the world.”

“that the Light has come into the world,”
 is the adversative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and yet,”
 followed by the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb AGAPAW, which means “to love.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the subject (men) produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural article and noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “men or mankind.”  This is followed by the adverb of degree MALLON, meaning “rather.”
  This adverb is used in conjunction with the conjunction of comparison Ē, meaning “than.”
  Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and noun SKOTOS, meaning “the darkness” and the accusative neuter singular article and noun PHWS, meaning “the Light.”
“and yet men loved the darkness rather than the Light,”

 is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “for” with the third person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: were.”

The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes the continuing past action without reference to its completion.


The active voice indicates that the actions, deeds, works of the unbeliever produced the action.

The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the possessive genitive from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “their,” followed by the predicate nominative from the neuter plural adjective PORNĒROS, meaning “evil.”  Finally, we have the nominative subject from the neuter plural article and noun ERGON, meaning “works, actions, deeds.”
“for their deeds were evil.”
Jn 3:19 corrected translation
“Now this is the process of judgment that the Light has come into the world, and yet men loved the darkness rather than the Light, for their deeds were evil.”
Explanation:
1.  “Now this is the process of judgment”

a.  Jesus continues His dissertation on the gospel to Nicodemus by inserting a parenthetical explanation, which describes the reason and process for the judgment of the unbeliever.

b.  The word “judgment” in the Greek is the word KRISIS, which refers to three judicial actions by a judge that are all part of one process.  The three actions are judgment, condemnation, and punishment.  The first thing a judge does is decide whether or not the person is guilty.  This is called judgment.  The second thing the judge does, if the person is found guilty is to condemn them to some sort of punishment.  The third thing the judge does is direct that the punishment be applied to the condemned person.

c.  So Jesus is not going to explain the reason for the judgment/condemnation/punishment of the unbeliever.


d.  This judgment was made in eternity past in the divine decree as a function of the omniscience of God.  But the actual application of the punishment does not occur until the Second Advent and Last Judgment of unbelievers.

e.  Jn 12:48, “He who rejects Me and does not receive My sayings, has one who judges him; the word I spoke is what will judge him at the last day.”
2.  “that the Light has come into the world,”

a.  The judgment and condemnation of the unbeliever is that God did something gracious and loving for him/her which he/she then rejected.

b.  The thing that God did for the unbeliever was to send the Light into the world to be the Savior of the world.  The unbeliever rejected the Light and the salvation brought by the Light.

c.  As we saw in Jn 1:7-12, the Light is a reference to the Lord Jesus Christ in His first advent, “He [John the Baptist] came as a testimony, to testify about the Light, in order that all might believe through him.  He was not the Light, but [he came] in order that he might testify about the Light.  There was the true Light, which, coming into the world, enlightens all men.  He was in the world, and the world came into existence through Him, and yet the world did not know Him.  He came to His own [people], and His own [people] did not accept Him.  But as many as received Him, He gave to them the authority to become the children of God, to those who believe in His person.”

d.  Jn 12:35, “So Jesus said to them, ‘For a little while longer the Light is among you. Walk while you have the Light, so that darkness will not overtake you; he who walks in the darkness does not know where he goes.  While you have the Light, believe in the Light, so that you may become sons of Light.”
3.  “and men loved the darkness rather than the Light,”

a.  The ‘darkness’ is a reference to living in Satan’s system of thinking, which is a system based on doing whatever you want, whenever you want, and however you want without any interference from God, because you love yourself more than anything or anyone else in the world.  This darkness is the ‘cosmic system’ of Satan; that is, his system of thinking that pervades the world of the unbeliever.  Satan’s system of thinking is based upon a system of love—the conditional love of self and everything that self wants.  God’s system of thinking is based upon a system of love—the unconditional love of others.  The two opposing systems of love are the issue in the angelic conflict.  Satan’s darkness is the system of love for self, while God’s light is a system of love for others.  The Lord Jesus Christ is the epitome of God’s system of love for others, which is why He has the title “the Light.”  Love for self and what self wants is the system of darkness that is Satan and all who live in his darkness.

b.  Men love the darkness rather than the Light, Jesus Christ, because they love themselves more than they love the Lord Jesus Christ.  Satan’s system of thinking is a system of self-love, self-deception, self-gratification, self-justification, self-absorption, and every other self-whatever you can think of.  Satan’s system of thinking is rejection of the authority of anyone else and doing whatever you want.  The restraint on this system of thinking is the threat of punishment—being arrested, put in jail, capital punishment, and other things.

c.  Men love themselves and what they want above all else.  God loves us above all else.  This was clearly demonstrated at the Cross, when God the Father offered His own Son as a sacrifice for us.  It was the greatest demonstration of unconditional love for others that has ever been or will ever be done.

d.  Jesus Christ is the Light of God’s love.  He illuminates the love that God has for each person.  The problem is that when a person sees this Light they don’t want to look at for very long, because that Light exposes them for what they are—totally and completely unloving.


e.  Related Scriptures:



(1)  Rom 1:21, “Because although they knew God [Jesus Christ], they did not honor [Him] as God, nor did they feel obligated to give thanks.  Instead they became worthless in their thoughts and their ignorant heart received darkness.”



(2)  Eph 5:11, “Furthermore, stop participating in the useless deeds of darkness [Satan’s cosmic system], but instead even expose [them].”


(3)  Eph 6:12, “because our struggle is not against blood and flesh, but against rulers, against authorities, against world-rulers of this darkness, against the spirit-forces of evil in the heavenlies.”


(4)  Col 1:13, “Who has delivered us from the authority [power, domain] of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of the Son of His love,”



(5)  2 Cor 6:14, “Stop becoming mismatched with unbelievers.  For what sort of sharing [occurs] between righteousness and lawlessness or what sort of fellowship [does] light [have] with darkness?”



(6)  Eph 5:8, “For you were once in darkness [the state of spiritual death], but now [you are] light in the Lord.  Continue walking as children of light,”


(7)  1 Thes 5:4-5, “But you, brethren, are not in the sphere of darkness, so that the day overtakes you as a thief.  For you are all sons of the light and sons of the day.  We are not in the night nor in the darkness.”



(8)  1 Pet 2:9, “You [are] the elect people, the royal priesthood, the holy nation, the people for the purpose of possession, in order that you might proclaim the virtues of Him who called you from darkness into His wonderful light.”



(9)  Jn 1:5, “And the light kept on shining in the darkness, but the darkness did not understand it.”


(10)  1 Jn 1:5-6, “And this is the message which we have heard from Him and are communicating to you, namely, that God is light and there is absolutely not any darkness in Him.  If we say that we have fellowship with Him and yet keep on walking in darkness [Satan’s cosmic system], we are lying and are not practicing the truth.”

4.  “for their deeds were evil.”


a.  Then we have an explanation of why men love the darkness of their own selfishness and sinfulness.  Men reject and hate the Light because the Light exposes their evil deeds.

b.  And what are their evil deeds?  The evil deeds of mankind are their sinfulness, and human good related to their self-gratification, self-absorption, self-deception, self-justification, and self-love.

c.  Everything that a person does that is all about self is a part of the function of evil.  The evil deeds of mankind were aptly described by Lewis Sperry Chafer in his Systematic Theology, Volume Vol. II, pp. 100‑110.  “It is not the reason of man, but the revelation of God, which points out that governments, morals, education, art, commercialism, vast enterprises and organizations, and much of religious activity are included in the cosmos diabolicus.  That is, the system which Satan has constructed includes all the good which he can incorporate into it and be consistent in the thing he aims to accomplish.  …The lie is expanded to the point where its manifestation embraces all that is in the cosmos, and is built on the one original idea which characterizes it all, namely, independence of God.  …Satan’s original independence of God which permeates the whole order, his deceptions about himself, about his purpose, and about the extent of his enterprise, constitute the primary aspects of Satan’s method in the cosmos.  …The idea that man will stand on a basis of personal worthiness has been the chief heresy, opposing the central doctrine of grace, from the time of Christ’s death to the present hour.  It so permeates the church that few who preach are able to exclude it from their attempts at gospel preaching.  It is safe to say that whatever the element of human merit is allowed to intrude into the presentation of the plan of salvation, the message is satanic to that extent.”  Personal worthiness before God is the greatest of all evils.

d.  Related Scripture:



(1)  Mk 7:21-23, “For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed the evil thoughts, fornications, thefts, murders, adulteries, deeds of coveting and wickedness, as well as deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, pride and foolishness.  All these evil things proceed from within and defile the man.”


(2)  Jn 5:28-29, “Do not marvel at this; for an hour is coming, in which all who are in the tombs will hear His voice, and will come forth; those who did the good to a resurrection of life, those who committed the evil to a resurrection of judgment.”



(3)  Prov 2:13-15, “From those who leave the paths of uprightness to walk in the ways of darkness; who delight in doing evil and rejoice in the perversity of evil; whose paths are crooked, and who are devious in their ways.”



(4)  Col 1:21, “Furthermore, you were formerly alienated and hostile in your attitude because of your degenerate [evil] deeds.”


e.  Summary:


(1)  “The Light (Christ) has come into the world and by doing so ‘enlightens every man’ (Jn 1:9).  But people refused to come to the Light because they loved the darkness rather than the Light, for their deeds were evil.  As noted earlier in this chapter, unbelievers are not ignorant, but willfully reject the truth.  Therefore everyone who does evil hates the Light, and does not come to the Light for fear that his deeds will be exposed.  Unbelievers hate (cf. Jn 7:7; Prov 1:29) the Light, knowing it will reveal their sin (cf. Eph 5:13; 1 Thes 5:7).  As a result, they seal their own condemnation because they reject the only One who can save them from their spiritual darkness.”



(2)  “Verse 19 gives the basis for that judgment: the unsaved have preferred the evil in which they were born to the light He has shown them.  This passage is starkly clear and discloses the consequences of man’s sin nature thoroughly.  If we do not believe, we remain under judgment, which tells us we are already under judgment (because of our sin nature).  A single way to avoid the consequence of our sins and our sin nature has been provided (like the solitary bronze serpent in the wilderness); if a man ignores the way of escape, he bears the consequence-judgment.”



(3)  “Every man who rejects the divine light of truth when it comes to him to draw him from evil unto God and instead determines to hold to the darkness of untruth and lies, does this at bottom for a moral reason, namely because he will not part from the evil that he loves and that thus marks his soul and his life.”
  Nicodemus, like Paul, was at first unwilling to give up the moral self-righteousness, which was more valuable and important to them than the love of God.  They loved self more than God, and that love of self blinded them to the love of God.  Fortunately the light of God’s love eventually penetrated the darkness of the satanic system of thinking and they believed in the love that Jesus Christ had for them.
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