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
 is the first person plural perfect active indicative from the verb OIDA, which means “to know: We know.”

The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which emphasizes the present results of a past action.


The active voice indicates that this man and his interrogators produce the action of knowing.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the explanatory use of the conjunction HOTI after a verb of mental activity to indicate the content of that activity.  It is translated “that.”  This is followed by the genitive direct object from the masculine plural adjective HAMARTWLOS, meaning “sinners.”  The verb AKOUW takes its direct object in the genitive case.  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “God.”  This is followed by the negative OUK, meaning “not” plus the third person singular present active indicative from the verb AKOUW, which means “to hear.”


The present tense is a gnomic or aoristic present for an action that is always true as an axiomatic principle and unchanging fact.


The active voice indicates that God produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“We know that God does not hear sinners;”
 is the adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but” plus the third class conditional particle EAN, meaning “if” and it may or may not be true.  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “anyone.”  This is followed by the predicate nominative from the masculine singular adjective THEOSEBĒS, which means “God-fearing, devout Jn 9:31.”
  Then we have the third person singular present active subjunctive from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: might be.”

The present tense is a descriptive and tendential present, describing a typical present action that is supposed to be happening, but may not be happening.


The active voice indicates that the subject “anyone” may or may not be producing the action of being God-fearing.

The subjunctive mood is potential subjunctive, which is used in third class condition statements to indicate possibility and probability of what might occur.

This is followed by the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and noun THELĒMA with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “His will” and referring to the will of God.  Then we have the third person singular present active subjunctive from the verb POIEW, which means “to do: does.”

The present tense is a descriptive and tendential present, describing a typical present action that is supposed to be happening, but may not be happening.


The active voice indicates that the subject “anyone” may or may not be producing the action of being God-fearing.


The subjunctive mood is potential subjunctive, which is used in third class condition statements to indicate possibility and probability of what might occur.
“but if anyone might be God-fearing and does His will,”
 is the genitive direct object from the masculine singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, used as a third person personal pronoun, meaning “him.”  Finally, we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb AKOUW, which means “to hear: He hears.”


The present tense is a gnomic or aoristic present for an action that is always true as an axiomatic principle and unchanging fact.


The active voice indicates that God produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.
“He hears him.”
Jn 9:31 corrected translation
“We know that God does not hear sinners; but if anyone might be God-fearing and does His will, He hears him.”
Explanation:
1.  “We know that God does not hear sinners;”

a.  The healed beggar continues his statement to the Pharisees, who are judging him in the local synagogue court.  The man has just told them that it is a remarkable thing that they do not know where Jesus is from, and yet Jesus opened His eyes, inferring that only Someone from God or from heaven could do such a thing.

b.  The healed man now states something with which his judges must agree and would not dare refute—that God does not hear sinners.  The thought behind this is that Jesus must have asked God to allow or help Him do what He did in healing the blind man and that God answered the request by healing the man.

c.  There is only one prayer that God hears from the unbeliever sinner and that prayer is: “I believe.”  There is only one prayer that God hears from the believer out of fellowship and that prayer is, “Father, I have sinned.”

d.  The fact that God does not hear sinners is also mentioned in:



(1)  Job 27:8-9, “For what is the hope of the godless when he is cut off, when God requires his life?  Will God hear his cry when distress comes upon him?”


(2)  Ps 66:18, “If I regard wickedness in my heart, the Lord will not hear.”



(3)  Isa 1:15, “So when you [apostate Israel] spread out your hands in prayer, I will hide My eyes from you; Yes, even though you multiply prayers, I will not listen.  Your hands are covered with blood.”



(4)  Isa 59:2, “But your iniquities have made a separation between you and your God, and your sins have hidden His face from you so that He does not hear.”

 2.  “but if anyone might be God-fearing and does His will,”

a.  The contrast to the previous statement is also true, and the Pharisees cannot argue with this point either.

b.  The word ‘anyone’ refers to believers; for only believers do the will of God.  And what is the first and foremost will of God?  It is that we believe in His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.  No one can do the will of God without first having faith in Christ.  Therefore, to be God-fearing means to be willing to do the will of God in all things, which means to first believe in Christ and thereafter to do whatever God asks.

c.  If we do what God asks, then He does what we ask.


d.  The basic argument of the healed man here is that Jesus could do nothing without first being a God-fearing person who does the will of God.  The healed man does not yet know that Jesus is God, but he certainly believes that Jesus is a God-fearing Jew who does the will of God.  Therefore, the healing of the blind man was God’s will and not the will of some demon.

e.  Notice the word “might,” which comes from the subjunctive mood, which indicates that man has the free will to be God-fearing and do God’s will or not be God-fearing and do what they want instead.


f.  Those who respect God do His will.  Jesus respects God, and therefore, does His will.  Therefore, when Jesus asks that the blind man be healed, God hears Him and affects the healing.

3.  “He hears him.”

a.  God the Father hears God the Son and answers the requests of God the Son whenever the Son asks the Father for anything.

b.  We have no indication in our passage that Jesus ever asked the Father to heal this man, but that doesn’t mean that He didn’t.  We have to remember that John doesn’t always give us all the details of the story, but only the highlights.

c.  Jesus may have whispered a prayer to the Father, asking that He heal the man, and perhaps only Jesus and the man heard this whispered prayer.  Regardless of whether or not Jesus spoke a prayer, the man believes that Jesus did and believes that God heard and answered the prayer.


d.  “The conclusion is inevitable from this premise.  Jesus is not a sinner.”



(1)  Prov 15:29, “The Lord is far from the wicked, but He hears the prayer of the righteous.”



(2)  1 Jn 5:14, “This is the confidence which we have before Him, that, if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us.”



(3)  Jn 11:41-42, “So they removed the stone.  Then Jesus raised His eyes, and said, ‘Father, I thank You that You have heard Me.  I knew that You always hear Me; but because of the people standing around I said it, so that they may believe that You sent Me.” 

 
e.  Commentators’ thoughts.


(1)  “The man’s theology was basically a popular type of signs-and-wonders theology that correctly identified healing with God, but it must not be pressed to assume that all acts of wonderment (e.g., magic) are necessarily from God.  Nor must the theology be pressed in the reverse; namely, if no healing takes place, it does not mean God is not present.  Nor must the theology be pressed to lead humans to the grasping after divine power for themselves as an indication of the presence of God in them.  But none of these tangential assumptions are present in this story.  Instead, the man’s statement is basically both a testimony to God’s power in the Son of God and an assertion that such a unique example of healing could have its source only in God.”



(2)  “This verse constitutes the major premise and is put in popular form.  The point to be proven is that Jesus is connected with God.  All present agree that God does not hear flagrant sinners; in fact, the Pharisees themselves had admitted this when they asserted that Jesus is an open sinner.  A man whose life and conduct are in opposition to God is not heard even if he asks divine help for some work. If God is to hear a man, he must be of a different kind, namely ‘God-fearing,’ and this in the sense that he occupies himself with doing God’s will.  Such a man God will hear.  This is the fundamental principle for deciding the case at issue, so certain and simple that no one would dare to deny it.”



(3)  “Everybody knows that God responds to the prayers of righteous men, not sinners; Jesus therefore is a righteous man, and it was God who gave him power to open his eyes.  Moreover, this power was unique: to restore sight to one who had lost it was miraculous enough, but to give it to one who never had it is unheard of.  This unprecedented act therefore shows that God is with Jesus in an unprecedented way.”



(4)  “It would be impossible that He who had opened his eyes was a sinner, for God would not hear a sinner, but if God acknowledges a man and manifests His power through him, he must be a true worshipper of God and be obedient to Him.”
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