John 1:1
John 8:36


 is the inferential use of the postpositive conjunction OUN, meaning “Therefore” plus the third class conditional particle EAN, meaning “if.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun HUIOS, meaning “the Son” and referring to the Son of God.  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” and referring to any person.  Then we have the third person singular aorist active subjunctive from the verb ELEUTHEROW, which means “to free; to set free.”


The aorist tense is a constative/futuristic aorist, which views the potential, future action in its entirety.


The active voice indicates that the Son of God produces the action.


The subjunctive mood is a potential subjunctive, which indicates what may or may not occur based upon the volition of the person involved.
“Therefore if the Son sets you free,”
 is the adverb of degree/manner ONTWS, which means “really, certainly, truly Lk 23:47; 24:34; Jn 8:36; 1 Cor 14:25; Gal 3:21; Mk 11:32.”
  Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine plural adjective ELEUTHEROS, meaning “free.”  Finally, we have the second person plural future deponent middle indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: you will be.”

The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form, but active in meaning with the subject (the person who believes in Christ) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

“you will really be free.”
Jn 8:36 corrected translation
“Therefore if the Son sets you free, you will really be free.”
Explanation:
1.  “Therefore if the Son sets you free,”

a.  The inference from the previous statements of Jesus is now stated.  The previous statements were that if a person continues in the sphere of the Lord’s teaching, then they will know the truth, and the truth will free them.  The truth is the truth of the message of the gospel.  Believing the message of the gospel frees a person from Satan’s kingdom of darkness and brings them into God’s marvelous light.  Believing in Christ frees the unbeliever from being a slave to his or her sin nature.  Therefore, believing in the Son of God sets the person free from slavery to sin and Satan’s kingdom or cosmic system.  The term “the Son” obviously refers to Jesus as the Son of God.  He is capable of setting free those who are slaves to the sin nature and Satan.  He has the power, ability, and desire to do so.  The person so enslaved must want to be freed and must express that desire by believing in Christ; that is, believing that He is eternal God and will do whatever it takes to free them.  They must put their trust in Him.

b.  Compare Paul’s statement in Gal 5:13, “For you were called into the sphere of freedom, brethren.  Only do not [use] your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but through virtue-love serve one another.”

c.  The first class conditional particle EI, meaning “if” indicates that the condition is a true statement—the Son does set people free from spiritual death.

2.  “you will really be free.”

a.  True freedom is not political, but spiritual.  Spiritual freedom is the freedom to believe in God, trust His word, trust His plan, and the ability to follow His will and purpose.  This is a reiteration of the promise if Jn 8:32, “you will know the truth, and the truth will free you.”

b.  There are only two possibilities for a person in this world:


(1)  They are either really slaves to their desire to sin in Satan’s kingdom, or



(2)  They are really free in the Lord’s kingdom of light to do what God wants and to please Him.


c.  The unbeliever may be politically free, but they are still spiritually enslaved to their sin nature and the desires of their father, the devil.


d.  The believer may be enslaved politically, but they are still spiritually free to love and worship God.  Satan can enslave believers physically and politically, but He cannot enslave them spiritually.


e.  True freedom is the freedom to love God as He has loved us—unconditionally.  We attach no strings to our love for God.  It is a total unconditional personal love, which comes from the soul set free from slavery to the sin nature.  We are free to serve one another through virtue-love.



(1)  Rom 6:18, “And having been set free from the sin nature, you became enslaved to the righteousness [of God].”


(2)  Gal 5:13, “For you were called into the sphere of freedom, brethren.  Only do not [use] your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but through virtue-love serve one another.”


f.  Related Scripture:



(1)  Rom 8:2, “For the principle from the Spirit of Life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the principle of the sin nature and of [spiritual] death.”



(2)  Physical death also sets us free from the sin nature, Rom 6:7, “For he who has died has been set free from the sin nature.”



(3)  Rom 6:22-23, “But now having been set free from the sin nature and having become slaves to God, you keep on having your benefit with reference to sanctification and your destiny, eternal life.  Certainly, the compensation paid by the sin nature [is] death, but God’s gracious gift [is] eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”



(4)  Heb 2:14-15, “Therefore, since the children share in blood and flesh, He Himself likewise also shared in the same things, in order that through [spiritual] death He might make powerless the one who has the power that produces death; that is, the devil, and might free those, as many as because of fear of death throughout all their life were subject to slavery.”


g.  “As the Son who rules over God’s house (Heb 3:6), Jesus has the authority to release those who put their faith in Him from their bondage to sin and make them sons of God.  Through Him they are ‘set … free from the law of sin and of death’ (Rom 8:2).  And not only does He release them, but He also adopts them into God’s household (Rom 8:15; Gal 4:5; Eph 1:5), taking them from a position of slavery to one of sonship (Rom 8:17).”
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