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
 is the absolute negative OU, meaning “not” plus the third person singular present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb DUNAMAI, which means “to be able.”


The present tense is an aoristic or static present, which views the entire state of being as a fact.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form, but active in meaning with the subject (the world of humanity) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.

Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun KOSMOS, meaning “the world” and referring to the world of humanity.  This is followed by the present active infinitive from the verb MISEW, which means “to hate.”


The present tense is an aoristic or static present in coordination with the verb DUNAMAI.


The active voice indicates that the world produces the action of hating Jesus.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, which completes the meaning of the verb DUNAMAI.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” and referring to the brothers of Jesus.

“The world is not able to hate you,”
 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “but.”  With this we have the accusative direct object from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “Me” and referring to Jesus.  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb MISEW, which means “to hate.”


The present tense is an aoristic and static present, which describes the state of being as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the world produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.

“but it hates Me,”
 is the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “because,” followed by the nominative subject from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “I” and referring to Jesus.  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb MARTUREW, which means “to testify.”


The present tense is a retroactive progressive present for what has begun in the past and continues in the present.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.

This is followed by the preposition PERI plus the adverbial genitive of reference from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “about or concerning it” and referring to the world of mankind.

“because I testify concerning it,”
 is the explanatory use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “that,” followed by the nominative subject from the neuter plural article and noun ERGON with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “its deeds, works.”  Notice the neuter plural subject with a singular verb—a typical Greek construction.
  Then we have the predicate nominative from the neuter plural adjective PONĒROS, meaning “evil.”  Finally, we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “to be: are.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which views the entire state of being as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the deeds of men produce the action of being evil.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact and reality.

“that its deeds are evil.”
Jn 7:7 corrected translation
“The world is not able to hate you, but it hates Me, because I testify concerning it, that its deeds are evil.”
Explanation:
1.  “The world is not able to hate you,”

a.  Jesus continues His speech to His brothers after their suggestion that He move His ministry to Judea.  He tells them about their relationship to the world, which means their relationship to other people with sin natures.


b.  “The world” is a reference to other unbelievers with sin natures influencing their thoughts, motives, decisions, and actions.  Unbelievers certainly have the ability to hate others; that is a normal function of the sin nature.  So Jesus is not talking here about the normal function of one person hating another person from the normal function of their sin nature.


c.  The hate being described by Jesus is a supernatural hate; this is a hate that is satanically inspired against God.  The hate that people had for Jesus was satanically inspired.  It was way beyond the normal hate that men have for men.  The world was not able to hate Jesus’ brothers with this satanically inspired hate, because the brothers agreed with the world that there was something wrong with Jesus.


d.  The brothers believed the same thing that those who rejected Jesus believed; that is, that He was not the Son of God, not the Messiah of Israel, and not the Savior of the world.  Therefore, since the brothers agreed with the human viewpoint of the other unbelievers that rejected Jesus, they were accepted as “rational” by the world of other unbelievers.  Therefore, the world did not and would not hate them.

2.  “but it hates Me,”

a.  In contrast to the brothers of Jesus, the world of unbelievers has and will always hate and reject Jesus.


b.  Paul explains the reason for this hatred in Rom 1:18, 21, 25, 28-32 in the phrases: “who suppress the truth by means of wrongdoing [unrighteousness, wickedness, and injustice]; …Because although they knew God [Jesus Christ], they did not honor [Him] as God, nor did they feel obligated to give thanks.  Instead they became worthless in their thoughts and their ignorant heart received darkness; who indeed exchanged the truth from God [the gospel] for a lie; Furthermore, since they did not think it worthwhile to have God in full knowledge, God delivered them over to degenerate thinking to do what is not proper, being filled with all wrongdoing, wickedness, greed, depravity, full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, malice, gossipers, slanderers, haters of God, insolent [rude and disrespectful], arrogant, braggarts, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, without understanding, not keeping their promises, without natural affection, unmerciful; who certainly, although knowing exactly the requirement of God that those who practice such things are worthy of death, not only continue to do these very things, but also approve of those who continue practicing [these things].”


c.  “Since Jesus was on mission for God, the world could not avoid hating him because his life and work clearly bore witness to the evil nature of the world’s works.  The brothers, however, were not in the same category as Jesus.  Therefore the world did not hate them.”

3.  “because I testify concerning it, that its deeds are evil.”

a.  Jesus then explains the reason why the world hates Him; it hates Him because He testifies that its deeds are evil.  Those evil deeds are described above in the passages from Romans chapter one.


b.  All deeds done by unbelievers are either human good or evil.  None of the deeds of mankind are righteous in the eyes of God.  Human good is everything that man does for his own benefit, whether for the benefit of self or the benefit of others, but it is not done for the benefit of God.  The highest or greatest human good that can be performed it that one person gives their life in order to save another.  But if this is not done for the benefit of God, it is still no more than human good and worthless in the eyes of God.


c.  Evil is even more insidious.  Evil ascribes divine good to something that is not divine good.  Evil attributes its thought, decisions, and actions to the influence of God, when it has nothing to do with God.  For example, Paul’s persecution of the Church in the name of the God of Israel was evil; for what Paul did to Christians had nothing to do with the will of God.  Paul’s actions as an unbeliever were evil.


d.  So the deeds of the unbeliever are either human good or evil, and sinful deeds can be motivated by either human good or evil.  There is sin in human good and there is sin in evil.  But the unbeliever is incapable of producing deeds worthy of God, because his or her deeds are not motivated or influenced by God.  Their deeds are influenced by their sin nature.


e.  Lewis Sperry Chafer in his Systematic Theology, Vol. II, pp. 100‑110 describes satanic evil as follows: “It is not the reason of man, but the revelation of God, which points out that governments, morals, education, art, commercialism, vast enterprises and organizations, and much of religious activity are included in the cosmos diabolicus.  That is, the system which Satan has constructed includes all the good which he can incorporate into it and be consistent in the thing he aims to accomplish.  …The lie is expanded to the point where its manifestation embraces all that is in the cosmos, and is built on the one original idea which characterizes it all, namely, independence of God.  …Satan’s original independence of God which permeates the whole order, his deceptions about himself, about his purpose, and about the extent of his enterprise, constitute the primary aspects of Satan’s method in the cosmos.  …The idea that man will stand on a basis of personal worthiness has been the chief heresy, opposing the central doctrine of grace, from the time of Christ’s death to the present hour.  It so permeates the church that few who preach are able to exclude it from their attempts at gospel preaching.  It is safe to say that whatever the element of human merit is allowed to intrude into the presentation of the plan of salvation, the message is satanic to that extent.”


f.  That all the deeds of mankind are sinful, evil and worthless is mentioned elsewhere in Scripture:



(1)  Gen 6:5, “Then the Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great on the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.”



(2)  Gen 8:21, “The Lord smelled the soothing aroma; and the Lord said to Himself, ‘I will never again curse the ground on account of man, for the intent of man’s heart is evil from his youth; and I will never again destroy every living thing, as I have done.”



(3)  Ps 14:1-3, “The fool has said in his heart, ‘There is no God.’  They are corrupt, they have committed abominable deeds; there is no one who does good.  The Lord has looked down from heaven upon the sons of men to see if there are any who understand, who seek after God.  They have all turned aside, together they have become corrupt; there is no one who does good, not even one.”



(4)  Col 1:21, “Furthermore, you were formerly alienated and hostile in your attitude because of your degenerate deeds.”

g.  The testimony of Jesus that the deeds of mankind are evil is found both in the written word of God and in the Living Word of God.  The unbeliever hates to hear this from the Scripture (which is why they don’t want to hear the teaching of the Scripture), just as the unbelievers in Israel hated to hear the teaching of Jesus.  They hated Him because He testified about and exposed their evil.  “The brothers of Jesus here belong to the unbelieving world, which is unable to love Jesus (Jn 15:18, 23, 24) and which Jesus had already exposed (Jn 5:42, 45). This unbelieving ‘world’ resented the exposure (Jn 3:19, cf. 18:37).”


h.  “Of all the NT witnesses, the Johannine writings employ the word ‘hate’ more often than any of the others.  In Jn 3:20 the evildoer is said to ‘hate’ the light.  Evildoers are unbelievers who continue to practice wickedness; they can see the light of Jesus shining into their hearts, but through their evil deeds they demonstrate their hate and thus their rejection of the light of Jesus (Jn 1:4, 9; 8:12; 9:5; 12:35f).  Not only the Jews (Jn 7:1) but also the world hates Jesus because of the evidence He brings that what it does is evil.  Since the world hates Jesus, it will also hate His followers (Jn 15:18f), who are not of the world (Jn 17:14; cf. 1 Jn 3:13) but do the works of Jesus.  He who hates the follower of Jesus hates Jesus Himself.  He who hates Jesus hates the Father also (Jn 15:23).  In 1 John hate belongs to the old aeon [period of human history] and not to the new one.  These two aeons are contrasted by the typical Johannine dualism of darkness and light.  Corresponding to this dualism is the antithesis of hate and love.  He who hates belongs to the realm of darkness and has no part in the sphere of light. He who hates his brother, therefore, is still in the darkness of the old aeon (1 Jn 2:9), walking in the darkness that has blinded his eyes (1 Jn 2:11) from the light of the new aeon.  The hate of the brother is not merely dislike, lesser love, or disregard; it is equal to murder (1 Jn 3:15).  He who makes a profession to love God but hates his brother is a liar (1 Jn 4:20), for one cannot hate the one seen and love the One unseen.”


i.  “The world hated Jesus and continues to do so not merely because of some intellectual reason but because the deeds of world-oriented people are evil.”


j.  “Unlike Jesus, they would face no hostility at Jerusalem from the Jewish authorities. The world could not hate them, since they were part of it, and it loves its own (Jn 15:19).  But the world, as Jesus reminded His brothers, ‘hates Me because I testify of (or against) it, that its deeds are evil’ (cf. Jn 2:14–16; 3:19–20; 5:30–47; 12:48; 15:22–25).  Since it is controlled by Satan (1 Jn 5:19), the activities and priorities of the world are inherently sinful.  When believers testify against the world and confront its wickedness, like Jesus did, they arouse its antagonism and hatred (cf. Jn 15:18–19; 17:14; Mt 10:22; 24:9; Lk 6:22; 1 Jn 3:13; 2 Tim 3:12; Jam 4:4).”


k.  “If our Lord were to come again in humiliation the world today would hate Him, as they hated Him then.  If Christians live true Christian lives, walking even as He walked, testifying against evil, if their lives are a constant testimony against the world, then the hatred of the world will be their portion.  Let a believer live in separation from the world and its ways and he will soon find out that he is hated by the world.  Let us note, that unpopularity among men is no proof that a Christian is wrong, either in faith or practice. The common notion of many, that it is a good sign of a person’s character to be well-spoken of by everybody, is a great error.  When we see how our Lord was regarded by the wicked and worldly of His day, we may well conclude that it is a very poor compliment to be told that we are liked by everybody.  There can surely be very little witness about our lives if even the wicked like us.  ‘Woe unto you when all men shall speak well of you’ (Lk 6:26).  That sentence is too much forgotten.”
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