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
 is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” with the negative adverb OUDE, meaning “not even.”
  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural article and noun ADELPHOS with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “His brothers.”

“For not even His brothers”
 is the third person plural imperfect active indicative from the verb PISTEUW, which means “to believe.”


The imperfect tense is a durative imperfect, which refers to a past, continuing action with the action continuing up to the time in the context of what is being said.  It is translated with the English auxiliary verb “were believing.”


The active voice indicates that the brothers of Jesus had been and were continuing to produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “in Him” and referring to Jesus.

“were believing in Him.”
Jn 7:5 corrected translation
“For not even His brothers were believing in Him.”
Explanation:
1.  “For not even His brothers”

a.  John continues by telling us the reason for Jesus’ brothers’ suggestion that He move Himself and His ministry to the district of Judea.  They made the suggestion because they did not believe in Him.  “It did not seem rational to Jesus’ brothers for Him not to show off His glory.  If He really was what He claimed to be, they reasoned, He should publicly demonstrate it. They advised Him to display Himself in a powerful, brilliant way: ‘Show Yourself to the world’.  But God’s way was a public display on a cross of humiliation.  John explained that even His own brothers did not believe in Him.  This sad note sounds again (Jn 12:37).  Proximity to Jesus, either in a family or as a disciple, does not guarantee faith.”


b.  John is demonstrating here how dire the situation was in the ministry of Jesus.  Not even His own half-brothers, who grew up with Him and saw the miracle of changing water into wine at the wedding of Cana believed that He was the Son of God, the Messiah of Israel, or the savior of the world.


c.  These brothers are mentioned by name in Mk 6:3, “Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary, and brother of James and Joses [Joseph Jr.] and Judas and Simon?  Are not His sisters here with us?” And they took offense at Him.”  Parallel passages are Mt 13:54-58 and Lk 4:16-31.

d.  These brothers were not cousins, relatives, or any other erroneous idea by the Catholic Church, in order to support the false doctrine of the perpetual virginity of Mary.  They were the half-brothers of Jesus by the physical copulation of Mary and Joseph after the birth of Jesus.  “On account of the perpetual virginity the older Catholic Church would not allow that these were brothers and sisters in the full sense, arguing that they were either children of Joseph by a previous marriage or cousins.”
  “It should be admitted that the word ‘brother’ is in Semitic expression broad enough to include ‘cousin.’  Nonetheless, the disbelief of Jesus’ ‘brothers’ in Jn 7:5 is emphasized. Actually, the circle of ‘cousins’ would be rather broad.  The incident of Lk 2:44 shows a closely knit clan grouping where a twelve-year-old boy might feel quite at home with several cousins. Conceivably, some cousins did not believe in Jesus and others did.  Jn 7:5, however, is probably the strongest point against the cousin theory.”

2.  “were believing in Him.”

a.  The brothers of Jesus did not believe in Him when they saw the miracle at the wedding of Cana.


b.  They did not believe in Him when they heard about what John the Baptist said about Him—that He was the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.


c.  They did not believe in Him when they saw the miracles He performed and heard the teaching He gave in Jerusalem, when He cleansed the temple of the money-changers.


d.  They did not believe in Him when He had His disciples baptizing people near John.


e.  They did not believe in Him when they saw the miracles He performed for two years in Galilee.


f.  They did not believe in Him when they heard about the feeding of the 5000 plus people at Bethsaida-Julius.


g.  They did not believe in Him when they heard the teaching of the Bread of Life sermon in the synagogue in Capernaum, where they were now living.


h.  They did not believe in Him when Mary told them how she was visited by the angel Gabriel before His birth and how the Magi and shepherds came to worship Him as a baby.


i.  The brothers of Jesus were no different than the disciples who walked away from Him in Galilee—they just flat did not believe that He was the Son of God incarnate.  He was their deranged brother.  Mk 3:21, “When His own people [relatives] heard, they went out to take custody of Him; for they were saying, ‘He has lost His senses’.”  And the statement in Jn 12:37 certainly applies, “But though He had performed so many signs before them, yet they were not believing in Him,” which is a summary statement of His entire ministry.

j.  Therefore, the suggestion they made that He move His ministry to Judea came from false and wrong motivation produced by their sin natures.  They were not asking Him to move for His benefit, but for their benefit.  They were probably just embarrassed by Him and were tired of their friends laughing at Him and pitying them.


k.  “This is a sad picture of the persistent refusal of the brothers of Jesus to believe in his Messianic assumptions, after the two rejections in Capernaum, and also after the blasphemous accusation of being in league with Beelzebub when the mother and brothers came to take Jesus home (Mk 3:31–35=Mt 12:46–50=Lk 8:19–21).”
  “But it was not a hostile unbelief.  James probably had great respect for Jesus, but could not agree with his methods and as yet had no understanding of the significance of his mission.”
  “The apostle John’s footnote, ‘For not even His brothers were believing in Him’, explains why they spoke to Him the way they did.  Earlier in His ministry, their unbelief had led them to think He had lost His mind (cf. Mk 3:21, 31–34). Nothing the Lord had done since then had penetrated their hard hearts. It would take His resurrection from the dead to finally persuade them that He was the Son of God (Acts 1:14).”


l.  Lest we think too harshly of the brothers of Jesus, we must remember that they did believe in Him after His resurrection.  “If it is asked why, in that case, they attained positions of leadership alongside the apostles in the early church, the answer is no doubt to be found in the statement of 1 Cor 15:7 that Jesus, risen from the dead, appeared to his brother James.”


m.  “It seems incredible that His brothers could have lived with Him all those years and not realized the uniqueness of His person.  Certainly they knew about His miracles since everybody else did.  Having been in the closest contact with Him, they had the best opportunity to watch Him and test Him; yet they were still unbelievers.  Here were men going up to a religious feast, yet rejecting their own Messiah!  How easy it is to follow tradition and miss eternal truth. The publicans and sinners were rejoicing at His message, but His own half brothers were making fun of Him.  These men certainly had the world’s point of view: if you want to get a following, use your opportunities to do something spectacular.  Jerusalem would be crowded with pilgrims and this would give Jesus the ideal ‘platform’ to present Himself and win disciples. No doubt the brothers knew that the multitude of disciples had deserted Jesus.  This was His opportunity to recoup His losses.  Satan had offered a similar suggestion three years before (Mt 4:1ff).  Jesus had already turned down the crowd’s offer to make Him King (Jn 6:15), and He was not about to yield to them in any way.  Celebrities might ride to success on the applause of the crowd, but God’s servants know better.  By doing miracles during the feast, at the ‘official city,’ Jesus could muster a crowd, reveal Himself as Messiah, and overcome the enemy.  The suggestion, of course, came from hearts and minds blinded by unbelief.  This unbelief had been prophesied in Ps 69:8, “I am become a stranger unto My brethren, and an alien unto My mother’s children.”
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