John 1:1
John 6:8


 is the third person singular present active indicative from the verb LEGW, which means “to say: said.”

The present tense is a historical present, which describes the past action as a present occurrence for the sake of vividness in the narrative.


The active voice indicates that Andrew produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the dative indirect object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to Him” and referring to Jesus.

“said to Him,”
 is the nominative subject from the masculine singular cardinal adjective HEIS, meaning “one,” followed by the preposition EK plus the genitive of the whole from the masculine plural article and noun MATHĒTĒS with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “of His disciples.”  Then we have the appositional nominative subject from the masculine singular proper noun ANDREAS, meaning “Andrew.”  This is followed by the appositional nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun ADELPHOS, meaning “the brother.”  Finally, we have of the genitive of relationship or possessive genitive from the masculine singular proper nouns SIMWN and PETROS, meaning “of Simon Peter.”

“One of His disciples, Andrew, the brother of Simon Peter”
Jn 6:8 corrected translation
“One of His disciples, Andrew, the brother of Simon Peter, said to Him,”
Explanation:
1.  “One of His disciples, Andrew, the brother of Simon Peter”

a.  This verse tells us that the other disciples heard the whole conversation that Jesus had with Philip.  The fact that Andrew joined in the answer indicates that our Lord’s original question to Philip was directed at him, but with the other disciples included as a teaching point.

b.  The fact that John mentions Andrew as the brother of Simon Peter is simply a reminder to his young Gentile audience of who Andrew was.  John has already told us of this relationship in Jn 1:40.  We should remember that Andrew and probably John (the unnamed disciple) were the first disciples to follow Jesus.

c.  “The great distinction of Andrew was precisely this that he brought Simon to Christ. Philip and Andrew appear together again in Jn 12:20–22, but in the Synoptics he is distinguished only in Mk 13:3.  In the Muratorian Fragment Andrew received the revelation for John to write the Fourth Gospel.”
  “On the Mt. of Olives, Andrew along with Peter, James and John, questioned Jesus regarding the destruction of Jerusalem and the end of the world (Mk 13:3–23; cf. also Mt 24:3–28; Lk 21:5–24).”

2.  “said to Him,”

a.  Andrew is not “butting in” to this conversation.  He recognized that Jesus wanted the disciples to determine what the solution should be to a ‘no food’ situation.  Jesus’ statement, “You feed them,” which was directed to all the disciples opens the door for Andrew to enter into the conversation with what little help he could provide.

b.  Like Philip, Andrew also has a human solution and a material solution.  But he proposes a solution that does not involve money.

c.  “Evening is coming on, no food is in sight, the ease is reaching the acute stage.  The disciples tell Jesus to send the multitude away.  Jesus replies that they need not depart (Mt 14:16).  He tells the disciples to give them to eat.  Even this does not awaken in their minds an inkling of what Jesus has in mind.  All they know is to ask whether Jesus at this late hour wants them to go and to scour the country to buy the least amount for these many mouths (Mk 6 :37).  To this Jesus replies by telling them to go and to see how many loaves they have.  They do this, and a report is quickly made (Mk 6:38).  Here John adds more detail.  Andrew acts as the spokesman for the rest of the disciples.”
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