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John 6:66


 is the preposition EK plus the ablative of cause or reason
 from the neuter singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “As a result of this” or “For this reason.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural adjective POLUS, meaning “many,” followed by ablative of the whole from the masculine plural article and noun MATHĒTĒS with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “of His disciples.”  The preposition EK is found in p66 and Codex B, but not in Codex , C, D and the Majority text.  Therefore, it is likely a scribal addition to clarify what is being said.  However, the text says and means the same thing with or without this preposition.  Then we have the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb APERCHOMAI, which means “to go away, depart; to go; to leave.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that many of the Lord’s disciples/followers produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the neuter plural article and adverb of place OPISW, which means literally “into the behind,” which can be stated idiomatically or figuratively as “backwards.”

“As a result of this many of His disciples went backwards”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the negative adverb of time OUKETI, meaning “no longer.”  Then we have the preposition META plus the genitive of association from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “with Him” and referring to Jesus.  Finally, we have the third person plural imperfect active indicative from the verb PERIPATEW, which means “to walk.”

The imperfect tense is a durative imperfect, which describes an action that continued to take place in the past.


The active voice indicates that many of the Lord’s followers produced the action of no longer walking with Him.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“and were no longer walking with Him.”
Jn 6:66 corrected translation
“As a result of this many of His disciples went backwards and were no longer walking with Him.”
Explanation:
1.  “As a result of this many of His disciples went backwards”

a.  There was a consequence to the rejection of Jesus’ teaching, but this consequence did not affect all those who were ‘disciples’ of Jesus.  The consequence is that some of the disciples went backwards.  Going backwards refers to reversionism in the spiritual life; that is, going in the wrong direction, turning around mentally and going back to the thinking and lifestyle that you had before growing in grace and the knowledge of the Lord and Savior.  “His rejecting their desire to make Him their political king; His demand for personal faith; His teaching on atonement; His stress on total human inability and on salvation as a work of God—all these proved to be unpalatable for many people.  They gave up being His disciples (‘disciples’ here refers to followers in general, not to the 12 Apostles; this is evident in verse 67).”


b.  There were two groups of people that are called ‘disciples’ in this context.


(1)  First, there were those who thought of themselves as believers in Jesus, but were really unbelievers and never became believers in any sense of the word.  This group could not go backwards, because they are never gone forward.  They are the group other than “the many of His disciples.”  Most commentators say that this entire group that went backwards were all unbelievers.  They cannot conceive of a believer going backwards in the spiritual life, because they don’t believe in eternal security.  To see examples of how believers can go backwards in the spiritual life and still be believers one need only look at Abraham, Moses, Saul, David, Solomon, Elijah, and Paul.  The phrase these commentators use to describe these disciples is that “they were not fully committed,” which again equates salvation with the believer’s works by commitment.  Commitment salvation is just another system of works.


(2)  The second group of disciples are the ones mentioned here as “many of His disciples.”  These disciples were actually and truly believers in the Lord Jesus Christ.  They were believers and would always be believers, but they go backwards in their spiritual life.  Like the unbelievers in group one, they could not stomach the teaching of Jesus on the Bread of Life.  They just couldn’t swallow it.  Therefore, they reject Jesus and stop following Him.  They are unwilling to listen any more to the teaching of the word of God by the Word of God.  They reverse direction in the spiritual life and go into a state of spiritual degeneracy.  These believers were no different than Hymenaeus and Alexander (1 Tim 1:19f); Demas (2 Tim 4:10).”
2.  “and were no longer walking with Him.”

a.  The consequence and result of these believers going into Christian degeneracy or reversionism was that they were no longer walking with Jesus.  They stopped following Him around and listening to His teaching.  They rejected the word of God, and therefore, rejected the Word of God.  “The result of this message was the loss of most of our Lord’s disciples.  They went back to the old life, the old religion, and the old hopeless situation.”


b.  You cannot reject the teaching of Jesus without also rejection the person of Jesus.  This is what Christian degeneracy is.  Reacting to the teaching of the word of God without fully understanding the teaching of the word of God results in wrong decisions from a position of spiritual weakness.  These believers made the worst possible decision they could make as believers—they rejected the teaching of the word of God, which immediately led to their rejection of Jesus.

c.  These believers did not lose their salvation.  They lost their spiritual direction.  They walked backwards instead of forward.  They failed to do what Paul did—“Not that I have already received nor have already finished [taking on the same form of sufferings with reference to His death], but I press on [to see] whether I can indeed win, because of which I was pursued, overtaken, and seized by Christ Jesus.  Brethren, I do not consider myself to have won, but [I think about] one thing—on the one hand forgetting what is behind but on the other hand straining toward the things which are ahead, I keep running to the goal for the purpose of the reward belonging to that invitation from above from God by means of Christ Jesus,” Phil 3:12-14.


d.  “Verse 66 marks a clear transition in Jesus’ ministry.  Now that the populace had rejected Him, many of His pupils did likewise.  This left Him with the nucleus of men for the next phase of His ministry: preparation for the presentation of the gospel to the Gentiles.  These men had understood the import of Jesus’ teachings on the spiritual life and its eternal consequence (verse 68).”
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