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
 is the explanatory use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “For,”
 followed by the first person singular perfect active indicative from the verb KATABAINW, which means “to come down.”

The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasized the past, completed action.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “have.”


The active voice indicates that Jesus has produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition APO plus the ablative of origin from the masculine singular article and noun OURANOS, meaning “from heaven” and referring to the third heaven—the place of the abode of God.
“For I have come down from heaven,”
 is the absolute, dogmatic negative OUCH, meaning “not” plus the conjunction HINA, meaning “to” and indicating purpose.
  With HINA we have the first person singular present active subjunctive from the verb POIEW, which means “to do, perform, accomplish, carry out, or practice.”

The present tense is a retroactive progressive present for action that has become in the past and continues in the present.


The active voice indicates that Jesus has been and still is producing the action.


The subjunctive mood is a subjunctive of purpose, used with HINA to indicate the purpose related to the main verb “coming down.”

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and noun THELĒMA, meaning “the will” plus the accusative neuter singular article and adjectival use of the first person singular possessive pronoun EMOS, meaning ‘My’ when no emphasis is intended and “My own” when emphasis is intended.

“not to do My own will,”
 is the adversative use of the conjunction ALLA, meaning “but,” followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and noun THELĒMA, meaning “the will.”  With this we have the possessive genitive from the masculine singular articular aorist active participle from the verb PEMPW, which means “to send: sent.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun, translated “the One who.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that God the Father produced the action of sending the Son.

The participle is circumstantial.

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, which means “Me” and refers to Jesus.

“but the will of the One who sent Me.”
Jn 6:38 corrected translation
“For I have come down from heaven, not to do My own will, but the will of the One who sent Me.”
Explanation:
1.  “For I have come down from heaven,”

a.  Jesus continues His statements by explaining why He said that “the one who comes to Me, I will absolutely not cast out.”  He will not cast any person out who believes in Him, because He has come down from heaven to do the will of God the Father.  The Father’s will is that everyone who believes in the Son might have eternal life and that Christ should not lose anyone the Father has given to Him (verses 39-40).

b.  This statement (that Jesus has come down from heaven) is an indirect statement that He is the Son of God.  He is clearly not an angel; for He has a human body like the people to whom He is talking.  The people never questioned the fact that Jesus was human.  They only questioned the fact He said He was the Son of God.  Jesus is the only person to ever live on earth that came down from heaven to do so.

c.  The implication of Jesus coming down from heaven is that He existed alive in heaven before He came down from heaven as a human being.  Therefore, this verse is one of the texts in the Bible that proves the pre-incarnate existence of Jesus in heaven as the Son of God.


(d)  “Christ’s heavenly origin proves His eternal existence.  Jn 3:13 stresses that Christ ‘descended from heaven.’  If Christ came down from heaven then Bethlehem cannot have been His beginning.  This verse indicates He dwelt in heaven before coming to earth, therefore, He is eternal (cf. Jn 6:38).”

2.  “not to do My own will,”

a.  Jesus now makes it clear that He is not here on earth during the First Advent to do what He wants.  He is here to do the will of God the Father.  What was the Father’s will for Jesus during the First Advent?


(1)  The Father willed that Jesus be born as a true human being and live a normal human life with hunger, thirst, sleep, exhaustion, pain, heartache, and all other typical human experiences.



(2)  The Father willed that Jesus live a sinless life.



(3)  The Father willed that Jesus reveal Himself as the Messiah of Israel and Savior of the world.



(4)  The Father willed that Jesus prove who He was by the miracles and teaching He performed.



(5)  The Father willed that Jesus demonstrate His unconditional love for man by willingly bearing our sins in Himself and being judged for us.



(6)  The Father willed that Jesus present the message of the gospel to any and everyone who would listen to Him.


(7)  The Father willed that Jesus glorify the Father in everything He said and did.


b.  Jesus made other statements similar to this, indicating that He had come to do the will of the Father rather than His own will.


(1)  Mt 26:39, “And He went a little beyond [them], and fell on His face and prayed, saying, ‘My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me; yet not as I will, but as You will.’”  Compare Lk 22:42.


(2)  Mt 26:42, “He went away again a second time and prayed, saying, ‘My Father, if this cannot pass away unless I drink it, Your will be done.’”  Compare Mk 14:36.


(3)  Jn 4:34, “Jesus said to them, ‘My food is that I should do the will of the One who sent Me and accomplish His work.”


(4)  Jn 5:30, “I can do absolutely nothing on my own authority.  As I hear, I judge; and My judgment is just, because I do not seek My will, but the will of the One who sent Me.”


(5)  Jn 8:28, “So Jesus said, ‘When you lift up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am [He], and I do nothing on My own initiative, but I speak these things as the Father taught Me.’”


(6)  Jn 14:31a, “but so that the world may know that I love the Father, I do exactly as the Father commanded Me.”
3.  “but the will of the One who sent Me.”

a.  The One who sent Jesus was God the Father.  This again implies that Jesus had to be with God the Father in heaven prior to His human life in order to be sent by the Father.

b.  Here we have one of the most statements in Scripture that Jesus came to earth and lived His human life on earth in order to do the will of God the Father.  This, of course, is one of the objectives of our spiritual life as well.

c.  Christians so often forget that we are not here to do what we want, but what God wants.  This doesn’t refer to the mundane things of life, such as: should we eat meat or not (see Paul’s discussion in 1 Corinthians); should we buy a Ford or a Chevy; should we wear red or black today.  The will of God refers to much more important things, such as:



(1)  What does God want me to think?


(2)  What does God want me to learn?



(3)  What does God want me to do for a living?



(4)  Where does God want me to live?



(5)  Who does God want me to have for friends?



(6)  Who does God want me to marry?



(7)  What church does God want me to go to?



(8)  How can I be of help to others in need?  There are certainly more questions we could add, but this is enough to make the point.


d.  “Verse 38 acknowledges the primacy of the Father, and the Son’s submission to His primacy.  This is a difficult concept for us humans to grasp, for to us primacy is inseparably linked to supremacy and superiority.  Yet divinity is, by definition, the superlative state, which is why Paul was inspired to pen Phil 2:6.  This distinction between primacy and supremacy is logically necessary, for one of the attributes of divinity is perfection, and as perfection is a superlative condition, one Person of the Trinity cannot logically be more perfect than Another.  Moreover, our struggle in comprehending this concept of primacy ignores the attribute of perfection, for the Son’s submission, though absolutely real, imposes no tension between Him and the Father, for, as both are perfect, they both will always have the same perfect, and therefore identical solution to a given problem.  This teaching leads to the understanding of the Father’s headship in the Trinity, and has the practical effect of making it plain that we cannot play one Person of the Trinity against Another.”

4.  For those of you who want to get deep into a theological concept/controversy I recommend reading Philip Schaff’s History of the Christian Church, Volume 4, section 110 on The Doctrine of Two Wills in Christ, since this verse is one of the proof-texts used in arguing that doctrine.
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