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
 is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Now” plus the third person singular imperfect aorist active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: was.”

The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes the continuing past action.


The active voice indicates that a certain man produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular adjectival use of the indefinite pronoun, meaning “a certain” plus the noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “man.”  This is followed by the adverb of place EKEI, meaning “there.”

“Now a certain man was there”
 is the adverbial accusative of measure of extent of time from the neuter plural cardinal adjective TRIAKONTA, meaning “for thirty” plus the adjective OKTW, meaning “eight” plus the noun ETOS, meaning “years.”  There is no need for the conjunction KAI.  It is likely a scribal ‘correction’.  Then we have the nominative masculine singular present active participle from the verb ECHW, which means “to have.”

The present tense is a descriptive/historical present, which views the past state of being as now existing for the sake of vividness.


The active voice indicates the certain man produced the action of having something.


The participle is circumstantial and explanatory.

This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the feminine singular article and noun ASTHENEIA with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “in his illness/sickness.”  Literally this says “having his illness for thirty-eight years.”  BDAG suggests the following translation for the idiom, which has been adopted by the translators of the New American Standard Bible:

“who had been ill for thirty-eight years.”
Jn 5:5 corrected translation
“Now a certain man was there, who had been ill for thirty-eight years.”
Explanation:
1.  “Now a certain man was there,”

a.  John continues his story of Jesus at the pool of Bethesda by introducing the other character in this act of the play—a certain man.

b.  The man is not named because the man never became a believer as far as we know.  In fact, at the end of this short story the man tells the Jews that it was Jesus who healed him, helping the Jews identify who to go after for this breach of their “law.”  Generally throughout the gospels, people who did not believe in Christ are never named.
2.  “who had been ill for thirty-eight years.”

a.  This man had been sick/ill/unable to walk for most of his life.  “John did not say what kind of physical problem he had or if he was an invalid from birth.  In any case his condition was hopeless.”


b.  “The man had been sick there longer than many people in antiquity lived—for about as many years as Israel had wandered in the wilderness.  Ancient reports of healings often specified how long the person had been sick to emphasize the greatness of the healer’s cure. Obviously nothing else, including this pool, had succeeded in restoring him.”


c.  The point John is making here is that this man was in a hopeless situation.  No one had ever been able to cure him or help him, and apparently no one wanted to help him.  Jesus comes to this man, because he is in a hopeless situation.  The man has done nothing to earn or deserve the cure he is about to receive, which is a picture of the hopeless and helpless situation of every person in the world, since we are all under the condemnation of sin.
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