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
 is the second person plural present active indicative from the verb ERAUNAW, which means “to make a careful or thorough effort to learn something: to search, examine, investigate Jn 5:39.”


The present tense is a durative present for an action that began in the past and continues in the present.


The active voice indicates that the Jewish leaders produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.  “The Authorized Version (King James) renders: “Search the scriptures, for in them you think you have eternal life.”  The Greek verb can be rendered either as an imperative or as an indicative.  The AV follows a tradition going back to Origen, Tertullian, and the Vulgate (the Latin version translated by Jerome in 384 A.D.), but all modern commentators prefer the indicative because it better suits the line of argument (compare the Revised Standard Version: “You search the scriptures…”

Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular plural article and noun GRAPHĒ, meaning “the writings” and referring to the Old Testament Scriptures.

“You examine the Scriptures”
 is the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “because.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” and referring to the leaders of Israel.  With this we have the second person plural present active indicative from the verb DOKEW, which means “to think.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what began long ago and continued into the present.


The active voice indicates that the leaders of Israel produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the third person feminine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “in them” and referring to the leaders of Israel.  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun ZWĒ and the adjective AIWNION, which means “eternal life.”  Then we have the present active infinitive from the verb ECHW, which means “to have.”


The present tense is a gnomic present, which describes a general, timeless fact.


The active voice indicates that the leaders of Israel produce the action.


The infinitive is an infinitive of indirect discourse.  It is translated by the conjunction “that” and the infinitive is translated like a finite verb.

“because you think that in them you have eternal life;”
 is the adversative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and yet.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the feminine plural demonstrative pronoun EKEINOS, meaning “these.”  This is followed by the third person plural present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: are.”


The present tense is static or aoristic present, which describes an unchanging state of being.


The active voice indicates the Scriptures produce the state of being.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the predicate nominative from the feminine plural article and feminine plural present active participle of the verb MARTUREW, which means “to witness; to testify.”  This is an ascriptive or substantival participle, being used as a noun.  It is translated “the witnesses.”   The verbal morphology is not critical.  Finally, we have the preposition PERI plus the adverbial genitive of reference from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “concerning or about Me” and referring to Jesus.

“and yet these are the witnesses about Me;”
Jn 5:39 corrected translation
“You examine the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; and yet these are the witnesses about Me;”
Explanation:
1.  “You examine the Scriptures”

a.  Jesus continues His explanation to the leaders of Israel of why they do not know God the Father, because they have never seen Him or heard Him.


b.  Part of their problem is the way in which they use the word of God.  The Greek verb ERAUNAW means to make a careful or thorough effort to learn something, and can be translated: to search, examine, or investigate something—in this case, the Scriptures.


c.  There is nothing wrong with examining the Scriptures.  Let me emphasize that again for those who think they should not study God’s word—there is nothing wrong with examining, investigating, or searching the Scriptures for divine guidance and understanding why we are here on earth.


d.  The problem with the Jewish scribes, Pharisees and Sadducees was that they examined the Scriptures to the exclusion of understanding and applying the basic teachings of God’s word.  “They spent their time ‘diligently studying the Scriptures’ because the major focus of the rabbis’ work was the study of the Torah.  It was regarded by them as the dearest part of this life and their means to the assurance of life in the world to come.”
  So what are some of the things the Jews missed in their hyperexamination [I made that word up] of the Scriptures?



(1)  They never really understood their basic sinfulness and need of a Savior.



(2)  They didn’t understand the need for a new spiritual life—being born again.



(3)  They didn’t understand that only God could provide their salvation from sin through what He would for them instead of what they thought they had to do (works).



(4)  They never understood God’s unconditional love and His expectation that they apply it to all others.



(5)  The Sadducees didn’t even believe in resurrection.



(6)  The scribes never understood that God requires mercy, not sacrifice.



(7)  The Pharisees never understood the burdens they were placing on people with their manmade regulations and additions to the Mosaic Law.


e.  The more the Jews examined the Scripture the less they saw of what the Messiah had to do to provide eternal life for mankind.


f.  “The Jewish people highly revered the written Word of God, particularly the Law that was given through Moses.  The Old Testament Scriptures bear witness to Jesus Christ, yet the people who received and preserved that Word were blind to their own Messiah. Why?  For one thing, they did not permit that Word to generate faith in their hearts (Jn 5:38).  The Jewish scribes sought to know the Word of God, but they did not know the God of the Word!  They counted the very letters of the text, but they missed the spiritual truths that the text contained.  So, there was something wrong with the minds of these Jewish leaders: they did not see Christ in their own Scriptures (see 2 Cor 3:14–18; 4:3–6).”

2.  “because you think that in them you have eternal life;”

a.  Jesus continues by explaining why the Jews made such a diligent and thorough ongoing examination of the Scriptures.  They did so because they thought that by so doing they had eternal life.


b.  They never considered that eternal life comes from faith alone in Christ alone.  They had no faith in Christ for salvation.  They didn’t believe that Jesus could or would do anything to save them, because they didn’t think He was God or their King or their Messiah.


c.  They thought that the examination and investigation of the Scriptures in and of itself produced eternal life.  They were badly mistaken.  The same problem occurred in the Church during the Middle Ages, when the biblical scholars of Christianity, called the Schoolmen, studied such advanced theological arguments as: ‘How many angels can dance on the end of a needle?’ but failed to consider that salvation was through faith in Jesus Christ.


d.  Christians are commanded to examine the Scriptures, but the point in so doing is to see the person and work of Jesus Christ, God’s plan for human history, the love of God, and what God expects of us by way of thoughtfulness, kindness, love, integrity, and virtue toward others as a part of our obedience to God.



(1)  1 Cor 2:15, “But the spiritual man examines [and discerns] all [spiritual] things, yet he himself is examined [and discerned] by no one.”



(2)  2 Cor 13:5, “Put yourselves to the test whether or not you are in the doctrine.  Examine yourselves.  Or have you not understood with respect to yourselves that Jesus Christ [is] in you?  Unless indeed you are unable to pass the test.”  You cannot examine yourself for the purpose of comparing yourself with what the Scriptures say until you have first examined the Scriptures.



(3)  1 Thes 5:20-21, “Stop rejecting with contempt the teaching of prophecy, but examine all things, keep in your memory what is good.”



(4)  2 Tim 2:15, “Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, an unashamed worker, accurately exegeting the Word of Truth.”



(5)  2 Tim 3:16-17, “All Scripture [is] God-breathed and beneficial for the purpose of teaching, for the purpose of rebuke, for the purpose of correction, for the purpose of training in righteousness, in order that the man of God may be capable [proficient], having been equipped for every good task [action].”


e.  Examining the Scriptures in and of itself avails a man nothing, if he does not see himself and what God expects of him.  Jam 1:23-24, “For if anyone is a hearer of the Word and not a doer and they are, this person is like the man, contemplating his natural face in a mirror; for he observed himself and departs, and immediately disregards what sort of person he was.”  This perfectly describes the Jewish leader’s examination of the Scripture.


f.  “The Jewish religious leaders studied the Old Testament with great diligence. They believed that if one could comprehend the words of the text, he would gain a share in the world to come.  They considered those ignorant of the Law to be under a curse (Jn 7:49).  Similarly many people today think Bible study is an end in itself rather than a function leading to the knowledge of God and godliness.”

3.  “and yet these are the witnesses about Me;”

a.  For all their thorough investigation of the Old Testament Scriptures, the leaders of Israel never saw the witness of the Scriptures concerning the person of the Messiah and the purpose of His first advent.  Contrast what the Jewish leadership could not do with what Philip said to Nathanael in Jn 1:45, “We have found the One about whom Moses in the Law and the Prophets wrote, Jesus, the son of Joseph from Nazareth.”

b.  The Scriptures are witnesses (plural) because each book in the Old Testament is a picture of the God of Israel, a story about the God of Israel, a teaching about the God of Israel, or an illustration of the God of Israel.


c.  The entire Old Testament was a total picture of the person and work of Jesus with special emphasis on His unconditional love for mankind and Israel.  The Old Testament is also a thorough thesis on the faithfulness of God in keeping all His promises.


d.  For all their examination and investigation of the Old Testament, the Jews just couldn’t find Jesus in them.  What a contrast we have with the Jewish and Gentile believers of the Church who could find Jesus everywhere in the Old Testament, and so, wrote about it in the New Testament.  Only one example is necessary Heb 1:1-5, “In many times and in various ways in the past God, having spoken to our ancestors through the prophets, in these last days has spoken to us by the Son, whom He has appointed heir of all things, through whom also He has made the universe.  Who, being the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His essence, and while sustaining all things by His powerful word, after having accomplished the purification for sins, sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become so much superior to the angels to the extent that He has acquired a superior title in comparison to them.”


e.  “Merely knowing the facts of Scripture, without fully embracing them in the heart (Josh 1:8; Ps 1:2; 119:11, 15, 97) and acting on them, will not bring the blessings of salvation.  In the words of Aelfric, a tenth-century English theologian, ‘Happy is he, then, who reads the Scriptures, if he convert the words into actions.’  Though the Greek verb translated you search could be either imperative or indicative in form, it is best understood in the latter sense.  Jesus was not commanding them to search the Scriptures, but noting that they were already doing so in a desperate and futile search for the key to eternal life (cf. Mt 19:16; Lk 10:25).  Ironically, with all their fastidious effort they utterly failed to grasp that it is those very Scriptures that testify about Jesus (1:45; Lk 24:27, 44; Rev 19:10).  The Pharisees in particular were fanatical in their preoccupation with Scripture, studying every line, every word, and even the letters in an empty effort to understand the truth.  The Bible cannot be properly understood apart from the Holy Spirit’s illumination or a transformed mind.  The Jews’ zeal for the Scripture was commendable (cf. Rom 10:2), but because they were unwilling to come to Jesus (cf. Jn 1:11; 3:19), the sole source of eternal life (Jn 14:6; Acts 4:12), it did not result in salvation.  Clinging to their superficial system of self-righteousness by works, in their stubborn unbelief, they became ignorant of ‘God’s righteousness and [sought] to establish their own’ (Rom 10:3).  But self-righteousness cannot save anyone, since ‘all our righteous deeds are like a filthy garment’ (Isa 64:6) and because ‘whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles in one point, he has become guilty of all’ (Jam 2:10).  Thus, salvation comes not from ‘having a righteousness of [one’s] own derived from the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes from God on the basis of faith’ (Phil 3:9; cf. Rom 3:20–30).  The religious leaders refused to acknowledge their utter unrighteousness and inability to do anything about it, and to cry out for God’s mercy and grace revealed through the Lord Jesus.  They clung tightly to their deception about what was required to enter God’s kingdom of salvation.  Furthermore, because Jesus did not conform to their messianic expectations, the Jewish leaders turned their backs on Him.”


f.  “Those who did not believe in Jesus did not neglect the Scriptures.  Indeed verse 39 points to the well-known diligence among the Jews in the study of the Torah.  The trouble was in their belief that this in itself sufficed for salvation.  But they gave the game away when they declined to accept the witness of Scripture to Jesus, which is its main purpose.”
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