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
 is the emphatic use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “In fact,” followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular articular aorist active participle from the verb PEMPW, which means “to send.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun, meaning “who.”


The aorist tense is constative/historical aorist, which looks at the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that God the Father produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “Me” and referring to Jesus.  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular noun PATĒR, meaning “the Father.”

“In fact the Father who sent Me,”
 is the nominative subject from the masculine singular demonstrative pronoun EKEINOS, meaning “He” and referring to God the Father.  Then we have the third person singular perfect active indicative from the verb MARTUREW, which means “to testify.”

The perfect tense is an iterative or consummative perfect, which emphasizes the completed action at successive intervals or a past, completed action.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “has.”


The active voice indicates that God the Father has produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the preposition PERI plus the adverbial genitive of reference from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “concerning or about Me.”

“He has testified about Me.”
 is the coordinating conjunction OUTE…OUTE, (used in coordination with itself) meaning “neither…nor.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun PHWNĒ and the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “His voice.”  This is followed by the temporal adverb PWPOTE, meaning “ever; at any time.”  Then we have the second person plural perfect active indicative from the verb AKOUW, which means “to hear.”

The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes the past, completed action.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “have.”


The active voice indicates that the Jewish leaders have not produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“You have neither heard His voice at any time”
 is the other half of the coordinating conjunctions OUTE, meaning “nor,” followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter singular noun EIDOS plus the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “His form or external appearance.”  Finally, we have the second person plural perfect active indicative from the verb HORAW, which means “to see.”


The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes the past, completed action.


The active voice indicates that the Jewish leaders have not produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.
“nor seen His form.”
Jn 5:37 corrected translation
“In fact the Father who sent Me, He has testified about Me.  You have neither heard His voice at any time nor seen His form.”
Explanation:
1.  “In fact the Father who sent Me,”

a.  Jesus makes another declarative statement to His Jewish enemies (the leaders of Jerusalem, who are questioning Him) that God the Father has sent Him.

b.  All the prophets of Israel were sent by God, and the proof that they were sent by God was found in the miracles they performed.  The miracles authenticated their message as a prophet sent from God.

c.  Even John the Baptist, who performed no miracles, was recognized as a prophet sent from God.  So this statement should not offend the self-righteous, religious sensibilities of the leaders of Israel.  However, it did infuriate them, because the implication from the other statements of Jesus is that He was co-equal and co-eternal with the Father, who sent Him; thus making Himself equal with God the Father.


d.  The fact that the Father sent Jesus indicates that Jesus has the divine authorization to say what He says and to do what He does.  In totally rejecting the person and works of Jesus, the Jewish leadership finds themselves in a state of hostility toward God according to the words of Jesus.
2.  “He has testified about Me.”

a.  God the Father not only testified verbally about Jesus at the baptism of Jesus, but the Father has also testified about Jesus by performing many miracles, signs, and wonders through Him as His agent.

b.  Compare what Jesus says in Jn 8:18, “I am He who testifies about Myself, and the Father who sent Me testifies about Me.”

c.  “Although He came to reveal the Father, it was also possible for the Father to bear witness to His Son (5:37; 8:18; 1 Jn 5:9–11), so that those who claimed to know God must go on to recognize His Son.”


c.  1 Jn 5:9-11, “If we accept the testimony of men [and we do], the testimony of God is greater.  For this is the testimony of God that He has testified concerning His Son.  He who believes in the Son of God has this testimony in himself; he who does not believe God has made Him a liar, because he has not believed in the testimony, which God has testified concerning His Son.  In fact, this is the testimony, namely, that God has given to us eternal life, and this life is in His Son.”
3.  “You have neither heard His voice at any time”

a.  It is very important to understand who the subject is in this statement.  The subject is the leadership of Israel—the self-righteous Pharisees, Sadducees, some of whom were also scribes.  They have been the people to whom Jesus has been making His comments since verse 19.  They were identified as “the Jews” in verse 18, which term is commonly used by John for the leaders of Israel.

b.  The leaders of Israel have never heard the voice of God the Father.  They were clearly not at the baptism of Jesus, when this opportunity was available to them.  They have never heard the voice of God at any time.

c.  The implication Jesus is making is that He has heard the voice of God many times in His humanity and all the time in His deity in contrast to these Jewish leaders.  This implication was not lost on them, and they hated Jesus for it.


d.  This is not saying that no man has ever heard the voice of God the Father.  It is an absolute statement by the apostle John that John the Baptist heard the voice of God the Father at the baptism of Jesus.  Jn 1:33, “Indeed I did not know about Him, but the One [God the Father] having sent me to baptize with water He said to me, “He [Jesus] upon whom you might see the Spirit descending and remaining upon Him, this is the One who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.””

e.  Therefore, the word “you” refers to a select group of people—the leaders of Israel and all the unbelievers of Israel.


f.  The voice of God the Father would be heard again by three other men (Peter, James, and John) at the transfiguration of Jesus.  Notice that the voice of God the Father has been heard by only believers, and never by unbelievers.

g.  All the voices of God mentioned in the Old Testament are the voices of God the Son talking to His creation.
4.  “nor seen His form.”

a.  The leaders of Israel during the First Advent have also never seen the form of God the Father.  The interesting implication here is that God the Father has a “form” or “external appearance.”  Jesus certainly manifested His form in His many theophanies.  For example, His appearances to Adam, Abraham, Moses, and others.  Num 12:8 clearly says that Moses was permitted to see the form of Jesus Christ.  Compare Ex 33:11, where Moses speaks with God [the Lord Jesus Christ as a theophany] face to face.  And contrast the leaders of Israel with Moses to the leaders of Israel with Jesus, Ex 24:9-11, “Then Moses went up with Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel, and they saw the God of Israel; and under His feet there appeared to be a pavement of sapphire, as clear as the sky itself.  Yet He did not stretch out His hand against the nobles of the sons of Israel; and they saw God, and they ate and drank.”  These leaders saw and had fellowship with the Lord Jesus Christ, the God of Israel, not God the Father.

b.  Compare:



(1)  Jn 1:18, “No one has ever seen God; the uniquely-born God, the One who is on the chest of the Father, He has explained [Him].”  The question we don’t have an answer to here is whether or not the subject “no one” also includes angels.  Consider that the Seraphim of Isa 6:2 covered their face, “Seraphim stood above Him, each having six wings: with two he covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew.”


(2)  Jn 6:46, “Not that anyone has seen the Father, except the One who is from God; He has seen the Father.”



(3)  1 Jn 4:12a, “No one has ever seen God.”

c.  Notice what Paul says about the glorified person of Jesus, 1 Tim 6:13-16, “I order, before God, who gives life to all things, and Christ Jesus, who testified an excellent acknowledgment before Pontius Pilate, that you keep this commandment faultlessly and irreproachably until the appearance of our Lord Jesus Christ, which appearance the Happy and Only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords will exhibit at the proper time, the unique One having immortality, dwelling in unapproachable light, Whom no one from mankind has seen nor is able to see; to Whom [be] honor and eternal ruling power.  Amen.”  The only way this statement can be true is if Paul is referring to the Lord Jesus Christ in His deity, since the humanity of Christ was seen after His resurrection, and will be clearly seen by all believers at the Judgment Seat of Christ, and will even be seen by unbelievers at the Last Judgment.  Also in this context we must recognize that “no one from mankind has seen nor is able to see” “until the appearance of our Lord Jesus Christ, which appearance the Happy and Only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords will exhibit at the proper time.”  Unbelievers alive on earth are not going to see the glorified God-Man until the Second Advent.  All the unbelievers born during the millennial reign of Christ will see Him every day of their lives.  And all unbelievers will see Him at the Last Judgment.

d.  Jesus is the image of the invisible God, Col 1:15a, “Who is the image of the invisible God…”


e.  1 Tim 1:17, “Now to the Sovereign over the ages, incorruptible, invisible, unique God [be] honor and glory forever and ever, Amen.”

f.  “Jesus’ statement, ‘You have neither heard His voice at any time nor seen His form’, was a further rebuke to the unbelieving Jews.  No one can see God in the full glory of His infinitely holy essence (Ex 33:20; Jn 1:18; 1 Tim 6:16; 1 Jn 4:12).  However there were times, throughout Israel’s history, when God [God the Son as a theophany] audibly or visibly interacted with His people.  For example, He spoke to Moses (Ex 33:11; Num 12:8), the Israelites of the exodus (Dt 4:12, 15; 5:5), and the prophets (Heb 1:1) [this is a misapplication of this verse; God spoke through the prophets—the preposition EN plus the instrumental of agency to indicate the personal agents used in conveying God’s message to man rather than the impersonal means].  He also appeared, in some physical manifestation of His presence, to Jacob (Gen 32:30), Gideon (Judg 6:22), Manoah (Judg 13:20), and others (Gen 16:13; Ex 24:9–11; Isa 6:5).”
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