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
 is the negative MĒ plus the second person plural present active imperative of the verb THAUMAZW, which means “to wonder, be amazed, or to marvel at something, whether in a good sense or a bad sense.”


The present tense is a descriptive present, which describes what is occurring right now with the negative indicating that these unbelievers should not marvel at what Jesus is saying.


The active voice indicates that the Jewish leaders should not produce the action.


The imperative is an imperative of prohibition, which is translated “Do not marvel at.”

Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “this” and referring to what Jesus has just said.
“Do not marvel at this;”
 is the explanatory use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “for” in the sense of ‘because’.  With this we have the third person singular present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come: is coming.”

The present tense is a futuristic present, which describes something that has not yet occurred but is so certain to occur it is described in the process of happening now.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form, but active in meaning with the subject (the time) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular noun HWRA, meaning “hour or time.”

“for the time is coming,”
 is the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the feminine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “in which” and referring to the feminine singular noun HWRA = time/hour.  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural adjective PAS, meaning “all” plus the nominative masculine plural article, meaning “the ones” and referring to people.  With this we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the neuter plural article and noun MNĒMEION, meaning “in the graves/tombs.”
  This is followed by the third person plural future active indicative from the verb AKOUW, which means “to hear: will hear.”

The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that all the ones in the graves will produce the action of hearing.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the genitive direct object from the feminine singular article and noun PHWNĒ plus the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “His voice” and referring to the voice of the Son of Man; that is, the humanity of Christ in union with His deity.
“in which all the ones in the graves will hear His voice,”
Jn 5:28 corrected translation
“Do not marvel at this; for the time is coming, in which all the ones in the graves will hear His voice,”
Explanation:
1.  “Do not marvel at this;”

a.  Jesus saw the expression of amazement on the faces of His critics—the unbelieving leaders of Israel.  They are amazed that He continues to speak of Himself as the Son of God, the Son of Man, using descriptions and titles of deity, declaring His equality with God and the fact that He is the Messiah.  They can’t believe what they are hearing and seeing.

b.  Finally, Jesus tells them that He Himself will personally be their judge at the last judgment.  They can’t believe that they will have to be judged at the last judgment, because they believe they are already saved, simply because they are racial Jews in the lineage of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

c.  They are amazed and marveling at the fact that they need to be judged, for they consider themselves to be the epitome of righteousness.  They are also amazed that Jesus will be their judge.  In their minds they are saying to themselves, “Who does he think he is, that he will be our judge?  We are the chosen people, the descendents of Moses and the keepers of the Law; how can we be judged?”

2.  “for the time is coming,”

a.  Seeing the expressions of amazement, Jesus continues with a further explanation about the coming time when this judgment will occur.

b.  The time to which Jesus refers is a matter of debate among theologians.


(1)  Many theologians say that this time is the time of the Last Judgment.  Some also assert that there is only one general resurrection at the end of human history.  There are two groups of these theologians: postmillennialists and amillennialists.


(2)  Some theologians say that this time comes in stages with various resurrections and judgments at different points during this “time.”  I prefer this view for the following reasons.




(a)  The resurrection of the Church is separate from the Last Judgment, because the Church comes back with Christ at His second advent and the last judgment is 1000 years later.



(b)  The Old Testament believers and Tribulational martyrs return with Christ at His second advent to receive the fulfillment of the unconditional covenants to Israel.  Abraham has to receive the land promised to Him prior to the creation of the new heavens and new earth.  Therefore, he has to be resurrected prior to the second advent of Christ.




(c)  The Second Advent of Christ is a time of judgment for all believers and unbelievers on the earth, called the Baptism of Fire, described in Mt 24-25 and some of our Lord’s parables.  This judgment does not involve any resurrection.




(d)  The Last Judgment involves all the people that lived on earth that were unbelievers and certainly all believers who lived through the Tribulation and the millennial reign of Christ.  The Last Judgment does not involve the Church, since we have already been judged at the Judgment Seat or Evaluation Throne of Christ after the Rapture or resurrection of the Church and cannot be judged again (the law of double jeopardy—you cannot be judged twice for the same crime).



(e)  The only question that is not answered in this is when do the Old Testament believers receive their resurrection bodies?  They could not have received them with the resurrection of Christ before being transferred from the compartment of Hades called Paradise to the real Paradise in heaven.  Paul clearly teaches that Christ is the first-fruits and then comes the Church.  The Old Testament believers cannot receive their resurrection bodies before the Church (1 Cor 15; 1 Thes 4).  Therefore, either they receive them just before the return of Christ at the Second Advent or immediately after His return.  Because of the descriptions of our Lord’s return with His bride (the Church) and the angels, I believe the Old Testament saints will return in resurrection bodies as well—dressed in the same uniform of glory (whites) that everyone else in the heavenly army wears.  There is no reason why the Old Testament saints could not or should not receive their resurrection bodies after the resurrection of the Church and before the return of Christ.  Notice the events at the end of the Great Tribulation:
1.  Final regathering of Israel (Isa 11:11-12; Jer 30:3; Ezek 36:24; 37:1-14; Amos 9:14-15; Micah 4:6-7; Mt 24:31)
2.  A remnant of Israelites turn to the Lord and are forgiven and cleansed (Hosea 14:1-5; Zech 12:10; 13:1)
3.  National deliverance of Israel from the Antichrist (Dan 12:1b; Zech 12:10; 13:1; Rom 11:26-27)
4.  Judgment of living Israel (Ezek 20:33-38; Mt 25:1-30)
5.  Judgment of living Gentiles (Mt 25:31-46)
6.  Satan cast into the abyss (Rev 20:1-3)
7.  Old Testament saints resurrected (Isa 26:19; Dan 12:1-3)
8.  Tribulation saints resurrected (Rev 20:4-6)
9.  Daniel 9:24 fulfilled
10.  Marriage supper of the Lamb (Rev 19:7-9)
11.  Christ begins His reign on earth (Ps 72:8; Isa 9:6-7; Dan 2:14-35; 44; 7:13-14; Zech 9:10; Rev 20:4).”


c.  The time to which this refers is the Last Judgment for all unbelievers.  “At the conclusion of the millennial reign of Christ, unbelievers of all time will be raised and judged. Their resurrection is the resurrection of judgment spoken of by the Lord in Jn 5:29.  Their judgment will take place before a Great White Throne (Rev 20:11–15).  Their Judge is the Lord Christ (see Jn 5:22, 27).”

3.  “in which all the ones in the graves will hear His voice,”

a.  The first question we must answer is: “When do all the ones in the graves hear His voice?”  The second question is: “Who are all the ones in the graves that hear His voice?”

b.  The second question is answered in the next verse: “and will come out; those who did the good things to a resurrection that leads to life, but those who committed the worthless things to a resurrection that leads to judgment.”  Clearly those who hear His voice are both believers and unbelievers.  This is not describing a resurrection of just believers.  Therefore, the time that is coming cannot have anything to do with the resurrection of the Church.  Jesus is not teaching Church Age mystery doctrine.

c.  There is no general resurrection at the Second Advent.  The Old Testament saints are already in the Paradise of God in heaven and come back with Christ and the Church.  Likewise, the Tribulational martyrs are in heaven and not in graves (they are under the heavenly altar according to Revelation).  Therefore, the only time left to which this can refer is the end of the millennial reign of Christ; that is, the Last Judgment.  In spite of the fact there is no general resurrection of all people who have died at the Second Advent of Christ, some theologians still make this statement.  For example, “At Christ’s coming the dead will be resurrected. Some passages speak as though all will be raised, believers and unbelievers alike (e.g., Jn 5:28f), but others mention only believers (e.g., Jn 6:40; 1 Cor 15:23; 1 Thes 4:16).  Those still alive at that time will undergo change (1 Cor 15:51–57) [note that this statement believes the Resurrection of the Church occurs at the Second Advent of Christ].  All will be judged, both the living and the dead (2 Tim 4:1; 1 Pet 4:5); some passages even speak of angels as undergoing judgment (2 Pet 2:4; Jude 6).”


d.  So the ones in the graves are both believers and unbelievers of the millennial reign of Christ, who hear the voice of Jesus on earth and are raised back to life for evaluation and judgment.  For those who don’t believe that the Old Testament believers and Tribulational martyrs receive their resurrection until the end of the millennial reign of Christ, they have the difficult (impossible) task of explaining why God made unconditional covenants to Israel that are only fulfilled to those Jews who survive the Tribulation and are born during the millennial reign of Christ.

e.  “A general judgment and a general bodily resurrection we have here for both good and bad as in Mt 25:46; Acts 24:15; 2 Cor 5:10 and as often implied in the words of Jesus (Mt 5:29f.; 10:28; Lk 11:32).  In Jn 6:39 Jesus asserts that he will raise up the righteous.”
  “Some circles in ancient Judaism taught only a resurrection of the righteous; others taught that the wicked would be resurrected only temporarily for judgment and then destroyed; still others held that the wicked would be resurrected to eternal judgment.”


f.  Hearing the voice of the Son of Man implies obeying the voice that is heard.  Notice from the context of verse 27 that it is the voice of the humanity of Christ that is heard and obeyed, which indicates that Jesus issues this command as the God-Man, which means that it has to occur some time after His second advent.  Since millions of unbelievers are sent to their graves at the Second Advent of Christ (the Baptism of Fire), they are not going to be called back immediately from their graves.  Thus we have further proof that this refers to the Last Judgment at the end of the millennial reign of Christ, and therefore, Jesus issues this command from His glorified humanity on earth after the Gog/Magog revolution, which also sends many unbelievers to their graves.

g.  The Old Testament passage for this concept is found in Dan 12:2, “Many of those who sleep in the dust of the ground will awake, these to everlasting life, but the others to disgrace and everlasting contempt.”

h.  “In this fascinating paragraph, Jesus spoke about four different resurrections.


(1)  He described the resurrection of lost sinners into eternal life (Jn 5:24–25; Eph 2:1–10).



(2)  The second resurrection mentioned is the resurrection of our Lord Himself (Jn 5:26).  The grave could not hold Him because He is ‘the Prince of Life’ (Acts 2:24; 3:15).  Jesus laid down His life and then took it up again (Jn 10:17–18).



(3)  The third resurrection named is the future resurrection of life, when believers are raised from the dead (Jn 5:28–29a).  This wonderful truth is explained in 1 Thessalonians 4:13–18 and 1 Corinthians 15.  Keep in mind that resurrection is not reconstruction.  It does not imply that God “puts the pieces back together again.” The resurrection body is a new body, a glorified body, suited to the new heavenly environment.  This resurrection of life will take place when Jesus Christ returns in the air and calls His people to Himself.


(4)  The fourth resurrection He mentioned is the resurrection of condemnation (Jn 5:29b).  This resurrection involves only the lost, and it will take place just before Jesus Christ ushers in the new heaven and the new earth (Rev 20:11–15).  What an awesome event that will be, when the dead ‘small and great’ stand before Jesus Christ!”


i.  “Other passages show that the resurrection to life, ‘the first resurrection,’ will occur in stages (the church at the Rapture, and Tribulation saints at the Lord’s second coming at the end of the Tribulation), and that the resurrection of those who will be condemned [the ‘second resurrection’] will occur at the end of the Millennium (Rev 20:11-15).”


j.  John MacArthur gives an excellent summary of all this.  “The unbelieving Jews were astonished and outraged at Jesus’ bold claim to be the giver of spiritual life and the ultimate judge of all men.  But the Lord was about to make another shocking claim.  Rebuking them for their unbelief—that they would marvel at His teachings—Jesus continued by revealing another truth that astounded them: that He would one day raise the dead from their graves.  As He did with the spiritual resurrection (verse 25), Jesus said that the hour of bodily resurrection is coming.  But unlike the spiritual resurrection, He did not say that there is a present aspect of that reality.  The resurrection of all who are in the tombs is still future.  At that time, the souls of the righteous dead, now in heaven with the Lord (2 Cor 5:6–8), and of the wicked dead, now in torment in Hades (Lk 16:22–23), will be given resurrected bodies fit for eternity.  Some argue from this text that the resurrection of both the righteous and unrighteous takes place at the same time. But while Jesus spoke here of the resurrection in general, He did not describe one general resurrection.  On the contrary, in verse 29 He clearly distinguished between the resurrection of life and the resurrection of judgment.  He made that same distinction in Lk 14:14, where He spoke of the resurrection of the righteous, implying that it is a distinct event.  Revelation 20:4–6 also mentions two resurrections: the first consists of the righteous dead before the Millennium, and the second of the unrighteous dead for the Great White Throne judgment at the end of the Millennium.  The Bible teaches that the dead are raised in a specific sequence, not all at once: For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be made alive.  But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, after that those who are Christ’s at His coming, then comes the end, when He hands over the kingdom to the God and Father, when He has abolished all rule and all authority and power.  (1 Cor 15:22–24)  The adjective TAGMA (‘order’ or ‘turn’) stresses that the dead are raised at different times: ‘Christ the first fruits,’ ‘those who are Christ’s at His coming,’ and the rest at ‘the end’—the consummation of all things when the wicked (the only ones not already mentioned) will be resurrected.  The adjectives EPEITA (‘after that’) and EITA (‘then’) almost always describe chronological (as opposed to logical) sequences of events.  Those who belong to Christ will be raised in connection with His coming.  The believers of the church age (from Pentecost to the Rapture) will be raised at the Rapture (1 Thes 4:16), and the Old Testament saints, along with those saved during the Tribulation, at the end of the Tribulation [my underline for emphasis] (Rev 20:4; cf. Dan 12:2).  Although Scripture does not explicitly mention them, believers who die during the Millennium will presumably receive their resurrection bodies immediately.”


k.  Charles Ryrie gives an excellent summary of the various resurrections.

“As already noted, all bodily resurrections fall into two categories: the resurrection of life or the first resurrection, and the resurrection of condemnation or the second resurrection (Lk 14:13–14; Jn 5:28–29).  These resurrections will not occur at the same time, so time is not the distinguishing feature; life or eternal death is.


A. The Resurrection of Christ.  First in the order of resurrections was the resurrection of Christ. Though others had been raised from the dead before Christ, He was the first to rise from the grave with a body that was no longer subject to death (Rom. 6:9; Rev. 1:18). This is why Paul called Him the Firstborn from the dead (Col. 1:18). His resurrection is the first of many to come (1 Cor. 15:23).


B. The Resurrection of Those Who are Christ’s at His Coming.  This resurrection will include several groups: the dead saints of this Church Age (1 Thes 4:16), the dead saints of Old Testament times (Dan. 12:2), and martyrs of the Tribulation period (Rev. 20:4). These resurrections of the saints of all ages constitute the first resurrection (Rev. 20:6), the resurrection of life (John 5:29), or the resurrection of the righteous (Luke 14:14).


C. The Resurrection of Unsaved Dead at the End.  The last group to be raised will include the unredeemed dead of all time, and they will be raised at the end of the millennial kingdom to stand before the Great White Throne in a judgment that will sentence all of them to the lake of fire (Rev. 20:11–14).”
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