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
 is the conjunction HINA, which introduces a purpose clause and is translated “in order that.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural adjective PAS, meaning “all or everyone.”  This is followed by the third person plural present active subjunctive from the verb TIMAW, which means “to honor: will honor.”

The present tense is a futuristic present, which describes a confident assertion about what is going to take place in the future.  The event, although it has not yet occurred, is looked upon as so certain that it is thought of as already occurring.


The active voice indicates that everyone will produce the action.


The subjunctive mood indicates God’s purpose for the Son.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun HUIOS, meaning “the Son.”

“in order that everyone will honor the Son”
 is the comparative conjunction KATHWS, meaning “just as,” followed by the third person plural present active indicative from the verb TIMAW, which means “to honor.”

The present tense is a durative present for what began in the past and is currently happening.


The active voice indicates that everyone produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun PATĒR, meaning “the Father.”
“just as they honor the Father.”
 is the nominative subject from the masculine singular articular present active participle of the verb TIMAW with the negative MĒ (“not”), meaning “The one (or He) who does not honor.”

The article can function as a relative pronoun, translated “the one who” or as a personal pronoun “He who.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that certain people produce the action of not honoring the Son.


The participle is ascriptive and circumstantial.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun HUIOS, meaning “the Son” and referring to the incarnate Christ.  This is followed by the absolute negative OU, meaning “not” plus the third person singular present active indicative from the verb TIMAW, which means “to honor.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that certain people produce the action of not honoring the Father.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun PATĒR, meaning “the Father.”  This is followed by the appositional/explanatory accusative from the masculine singular articular aorist active participle of the verb PEMPW, which means “to send.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun, translated “who” and referring to God the Father.


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that God the Father produced the action.


The participle is explanatory and circumstantial.

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “Him” and referring to the Son.

“He who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent Him.”
Jn 5:23 corrected translation
“in order that everyone will honor the Son just as they honor the Father.  He who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent Him.”
Explanation:
1.  “in order that everyone will honor the Son”

a.  The first half of this verse is the completion of the sentence begun in the previous verse.  The complete sentence reads: “For not even the Father judges anyone, but He has given all judgment to the Son, in order that everyone will honor the Son just as they honor the Father.  The Greek word TIMAW means to honor someone by showing respect and giving due recognition to someone.

b.  God the Father has given all judgment to the Son for the specific purpose that everyone will honor the Son.  Does the “everyone” include Satan, the fallen angels, and all unbelievers among man?  Probably not; especially since the next sentence in this verse says, “He who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father.”  Therefore, the word “everyone” in this context refers to all those who believe in Christ among mankind.


c.  Therefore, the Father has given all judgment to the Son, in order that all believers will honor the Son.  This implies that the judgment referred to here is a judgment of how each believer is blessed in time and eternity.  Believers will honor the Son because of His judgment of them and blessing of them as a part of that judgment.

d.  The Son’s judgment of believers is a judgment of blessing, not a judgment of discipline.  The Son’s judgment of unbelievers is a judgment of discipline.  Believers are not judged by discipline after death, because Christ already bore their discipline on the Cross and did not reject His unconditional love for them.  Christ also bore the discipline of unbelievers on the Cross, but unbelievers rejected the Son’s unconditional love for them, and that cannot happen without the eternal rejection of God.

e.  The blessings believers receive honor the Son.  The spiritual blessing of having eternal life in a resurrection body honors the Son forever.  Every believer honors the Son forever, and some will honor Christ more than others based upon the blessings and rewards they receive from the Son.


f.  Believers honor the Son by believing in Him.  The Son honors believers by blessing them for their belief in Him.

2.  “just as they honor the Father.”

a.  Believers not only honor the Son, but they also honor the Father, who sent the Son.

b.  Honoring the Son honors the Father and vice versa.  Believing the message of the Son not only honors Jesus but also honors God the Father.

c.  Having faith, trust, and confidence in the Son of God honors the plan that God the Father had in eternity past and accomplishes in time.


d.  “Our Lord claimed equality in another area, namely, equal honor with the Father.  The fact that He is the appointed Judge should cause men to honor Him.  What a tremendous claim: if you do not honor the Son, you are not honoring the Father!  The ‘religious’ people who say that they worship God, but who deny the deity of Christ, have neither the Father nor the Son! Apart from Jesus Christ, we cannot know the Father, worship the Father, or serve the Father.”


e.  “It was the Father’s express intention in making over all judgment to the Son, that men should thus honor Him.”
  “It is only fitting that those equal in nature, works, power and sovereignty, and judgment would be accorded equal honor.  The Father’s honor is not diminished by the honor paid to Christ; on the contrary, it is enhanced.”

3.  “He who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent Him.”

a.  The person who does not honor the Son is the unbeliever.  The unbeliever does not honor the Son because he does not believe in the Son.  He does not believe in the unconditional love of the Son, nor in the eternal salvation that the Son offers.

b.  The most important thing to these unbelievers to whom Jesus addresses His remarks was to honor the God of Israel.  By rejection of Jesus, the Son of God, they were dishonoring God the Father, who sent the Son to them to be their Savior.

c.  The Jews to whom Jesus was speaking were doing the very thing that they were accusing Jesus of doing.  They thought Jesus was dishonoring God by healing on the Sabbath and telling others to ‘work’ on the Sabbath.  The truth was that they were dishonoring God the Father by their rejection, hatred, and desire to kill the Son of God.


d.  Jesus was giving a clear warning to these unbelievers that they were dishonoring the Father.  The leaders of Israel did not believe Him and would only continue to dishonor the Son, and in the process, dishonor the Father.

e.  “God sometimes gave others honor as his representatives (Ps 2:11–12), but no one was ever to be honored to the same degree as God (Isa 42:8; 48:11; cf. Ex 20:5).  Jesus’ hearers could easily construe Jesus’ statement here as a claim to deity.”


f.  “This was an astounding claim on Jesus’ part, as D. A. Carson notes: ‘In a theistic universe, such a statement belongs to one who is himself to be addressed as God (cf. Jn 20:28), or to stark insanity.  The one who utters such things is to be dismissed with pity or scorn, or worshipped as Lord.  If with much current scholarship we retreat to seeing in such material less the claims of the Son than the beliefs and witness of the Evangelist and his church, the same options confront us.  Either John is supremely deluded and must be dismissed as a fool, or his witness is true and Jesus is to be ascribed the honors due God alone.  There is no rational middle ground.’ (The Gospel According to John, The Pillar New Testament Commentary (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1991), 255).”
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