John 1:1
John 4:8


 is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For”
 plus the nominative subject from the masculine plural article and noun MATHĒTĒS with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “His disciples” and referring to the disciples of Jesus.  Then we have the third person plural pluperfect active indicative from the verb APERCHOMAI, which means “to go away or depart.”


The pluperfect tense is a consummative pluperfect, which “may be used to emphasize the completion of an action in past time, without focusing as much on the existing results.   It is usually best translated as a past perfect (had + perfect passive participle).”


The active voice indicates that the Lord’s disciples produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the feminine singular article and noun POLIS, meaning “into the city.”
“For His disciples had gone away into the city”
 is the conjunction HINA, used to introduce a purpose clause, and translated “in order to.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine plural noun TROPHĒ, which means “food.”
  Finally, we have the third person plural aorist active subjunctive from the verb AGORAZW, which means “to buy or purchase.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the disciples of Jesus produced the action.


The subjunctive mood is a subjunctive of purpose.
“in order to buy food.”
Jn 4:8 corrected translation
“For His disciples had gone away into the city in order to buy food.”
Explanation:
1.  “For His disciples had gone away into the city”

a.  John continues the story with a side note telling us that Jesus was alone with the woman and the reason why He was alone with her—He had sent the disciples into the city to buy food.  The reason Jesus had to ask her for a drink rather than ask His disciples to get Him a drink was because the disciples had gone away into the city.

b.  This was a deliberate and thoughtful act on the part of Jesus.  He wanted to have the opportunity to speak with whoever came to the well without any interference or objection from His disciples.  Jesus would break all the rules of protocol by talking to the Samaritan woman and would raise objections in front of her that would only antagonize her.  Therefore, Jesus would have a much better chance of evangelizing any woman that came along, if the disciples were not there.


(1)  “Concerning a woman’s place in the Jewish social scale, the Jewish Mishna refers specifically to a Samaritan woman as being in a continuous state of ritual uncleanness.”



(2)  “Jesus’ action overcame two Jewish prejudices—conversation with a Samaritan and conversation with a woman.”


c.  In addition, the disciples had been walking all morning (or possibly all day) and were hungry, thirsty, tired, and just as exhausted as Jesus.  They needed nourishment to continue their journey.  Apparently Jesus didn’t send them to get food and bring it back, but to go find a restaurant and eat, and then bring back something to Him.  If Jesus wanted them to go buy food and bring it back to eat with Him, then He only needed to send a few of the disciples, not all of them.  He definitely gave them something to do in order to get them out of the way for a short time.  Jacob’s well was only about a half mile from the city.  So it was less than a ten minute walk to the city.

d.  As the disciples headed toward the city of Sychar, the Samaritan woman probably passed them as she came out of the city to the well.  Being a woman and a Samaritan it is almost certain they the disciples did not greet her or offer to help carry her water-jar to the well for her.  They ignored her.  Jesus would not do so.  Imagine their surprise, when they found out later that Jesus had evangelized her.
2.  “in order to buy food.”

a.  Jesus sends His disciples away for the purpose of buying food.  “Pharisees considered many of the foods of the Samaritans unclean.”
  There is a glimpse of God’s sense of humor here; for these orthodox Jews were asked to go into a Samaritan town and find kosher food that had been prepared by an orthodox Jew.  It would force them to ask Samarians for directions, help, etc.  Whether they liked it or not, they were forced to interact with the people they despised.  In this small way Jesus is going to prepare them for the work of evangelizing the people of the city during the next two days.

b.  Where did the disciples get money to pay for this food?  There are two possibilities: (1) Andrew, Peter, James, and John were well off financially from their fishing business and could provide for the group; and (2) there were probably small donations of money given by those who had been baptized by the disciples of Jesus during the few weeks prior to this.

c.  There was nothing sinful or evil about the disciples having or using money as a medium of exchange.  Money is a useful tool and much easier to pay for things than to carry around a dozen chickens, goats, or bushels of grain.
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