John 1:1
John 4:37


 is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” with the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the neuter singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning literally “in this.”  This is equivalent to our English idiom “in this [case]” or “in this situation.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun LOGOS, meaning “the word, message, statement, proverb or saying.”
  This is followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: is.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which considers the state of being as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the statement or proverb produces the state of being something—in this case ‘true’.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular adjective ALĒTHINOS, meaning “true.”

“For in this [case] the saying is true,”
 is the conjunction HOTI, used to introduce direct discourse and translated as quotation marks.  Then we have the nominative subject from masculine singular adjective ALLOS, meaning “another, a different person,”
 one person as distinguished from another person.  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: is.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which considers the state of being as a fact.


The active voice indicates that one kind of person produces the state of being something—the sower or the reaper.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the predicate nominative from the masculine singular articular present active participle of the verb SPEIRW, meaning “to sow” seed.  The articular participle is used as a substantive: “the one who sows” or “the sower.”  Then we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative subject from the adjective ALLOS, meaning “another” person.  Finally, we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular article and present active participle of the verb THERIZW, which means “to reap.”  The articular participle is substantival and translated “the reaper” or “the one who reaps.”

““One is the sower and another the reaper.””
Jn 4:37 corrected translation
“For in this [case] the saying is true, “One is the sower and another the reaper.””
Explanation:
1.  “For in this [case] the saying is true,”

a.  Jesus continues by explaining why He said “He who reaps is already receiving wages; that is, he is gathering fruit for eternal life; with the result that he who sows and he who reaps may rejoice together.”

b.  The “case” to which Jesus refers is the situation of the evangelization of the Samaritan woman and her evangelization of the men of the city of Sychar together with Jesus and the disciples at the well.  Everyone mentioned is involved in this “case” or situation.

c.  There is a well known proverb expression that truly describes this situation that is unfolding.  Jesus now applies that well known proverbial statement to this situation.

2.  ““One is the sower and another the reaper.””

a.  The sower in this situation is twofold: (1)  Jesus is the sower of the gospel to the Samaritan woman; and (2) the Samaritan woman is the sower to the men of the city.  The disciples are not sowers of anything in this story.

b.  The reaper in this situation is twofold: (1) the Samaritan woman has reaped the benefit of believing that Jesus is the Messiah; she has reaped eternal life; and (2) the disciples will be the reapers by harvesting the crop of potential believers walking across the field toward them.

c.  Normally the person who sows the seed for his farm is the same person that harvests the crop.  But sometimes that is not possible.  A rich farmer may hire different men to sow his fields and harvest his crops.  Or the farmer may sow his field and hire others to harvest the crop.  It generally takes more people to harvest a crop than the sow the field, because the crop must be harvested quickly, when the fruit is ripe for the picking.  (Remember that all the sowing and harvesting was done by hand and not by machines.)

d.  Jesus has planted the seed of the gospel in the soul of the woman of Samaria and now the disciples have the opportunity to reap the harvest of those who believed what she said about the Jewish man at Jacob’s well, who knew all about her past life.


e.  “No single individual can claim credit for the success of any spiritual mission.”


f.  Another point being made by this verse is “individuals performing individually according to their own individual gifts, yet united into one common body.  Note well that Jesus taught this at the very start of His ministry.  What does this mean in practice?  Surely, Jesus was teaching that a team effort provides the utmost efficiency in reaching the lost: the aim is maximum efficiency for God’s glory, not individual accomplishment.  Indeed, He says the sower and reaper should rejoice together, and that obviously means not in their personal accomplishment, but in what God had accomplished through them as a team.  John the Baptist and his disciples were not to be excluded from credit for the harvest shortly to be reaped; John, who rejoiced to hear the bridegroom’s voice (Jn 3:29), will be rewarded with eternal rejoicing for successful involvement in Christ’s ministry. John and his disciples sowed; Jesus and His disciples reaped!”


g.  Some commentators consider John the Baptist to be the sower and the disciples to be the reapers.


(1)  “A sower has a harder time because he sees no immediate fulfillment.  John the Baptist stirred a nation to repent but he died before the day of Pentecost, when the disciples in great joy saw thousands come to faith in Jesus.”



(2)  “Jn 4:38 indicates that others had labored in Samaria and had prepared the way for this harvest.  We do not know who these faithful workers were, nor do we need to know; for God will reward them.  Perhaps some of these people had heard John the Baptist preach, or perhaps some of John’s followers had reached into this difficult field.  If this is the case, then John the Baptist prepared the soil and planted the seed, and Jesus and the disciples reaped the harvest.  Of course, the woman herself planted some of the seed through her witness to the men.  The disciples were learning a valuable lesson that would encourage them in the years to come. They were not alone in the work of the Lord, and they must never look on any opportunity for witness as wasted time and energy.  It takes faith to plow the soil and plant the seed, but God has promised a harvest (Ps 126:5–6; Gal 6:9).  In a few years, Peter and John would participate in another harvest among the Samaritans (Acts 8:5–25).  Those who sow may not see the harvest, but those who reap will see it and give thanks for the faithful labors of the sowers.”
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