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 is the adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “But,” followed by the third person singular present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come: is coming.”

The present tense is a futuristic present. “The present tense may describe an event begun in the present time, but completed in the future.  Especially is this used with verbs of coming, going, etc., though it is rarer than the wholly futuristic present.”


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form, but active in meaning with the subject (a time; an hour) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular noun HWRA, meaning “an hour or a time.”  This is followed by the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” (this might also be an emphatic use of KAI, meaning “in fact”) plus the temporal adverb NUN, meaning “now” plus the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: is.”

The present tense is an aoristic present for a state of being that is presented as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the present time as Jesus speaks produces the state of existing now.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“But a time is coming, and now is,”
 is the temporal conjunction HOTE, meaning “when,” followed by the nominative subject from the masculine plural article, the adjective ALĒTHINOS, meaning “true; genuine, authentic, real”
 and the noun PROSKUNĒTĒS, meaning “the real worshipers.”
  With this we have the third person plural future active indicative from the verb PROSKUNEW, which means “to worship: will worship.”

The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that the real worshipers will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the dative of direct object from the masculine singular article and noun PATĒR, meaning “the Father.”  This is followed by the preposition EN plus the instrumental of manner from the neuter singular noun PNEUMA, meaning “with a spirit.”  With this we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the instrumental of means from the feminine singular noun ALĒTHEIA, meaning “truth.”
“when the real worshipers will worship the Father with a spirit and truth;”
 is the emphatic use of the conjunction KAI plus the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “for indeed,
 certainly, in fact.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun PATĒR, meaning “the Father.”  This is followed by the accusative subject of the participle in indirect discourse from the masculine plural demonstrative pronoun, used as a noun (though it is an adjective), meaning “such people.”
  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb ZĒTEW, which means “to seek; desire, wish for; ask for, request.”


The present tense is a durative present for an action that began in the past and continues in the present.


The active voice indicates that God the Father produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the predicate accusative
 masculine plural articular present active participle of the verb PROSKUNEW, which means “to worship.”


The present tense is an iterative present, which describes an action that occurs at successive intervals.


The active voice indicates that such people will produce the action.


The participle is a complementary participle, which completes the meaning of the verb ZĒTEW and is used in indirect discourse.  It is translated “that such people worship.”

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “Him” and referring to God the Father.

“for indeed, the Father desires that such people worship Him.”
Jn 4:23 corrected translation
“But a time is coming, and now is, when the real worshipers will worship the Father by means of the Spirit and truth; for indeed, the Father desires that such people worship Him.”
Explanation:
1.  “But a time is coming, and now is,”

a.  In contrast to the Samaritans worshipping what they do not know, a time is coming and now is, when they will worship the Father with a human spirit and with truth.

b.  One of the times that was coming to which the Lord refers is the Church Age, as mentioned by Paul in Phil 3:3, “For we are the circumcision, those who serve in the Spirit of God and take pride in Christ Jesus and do not have confidence in the flesh.”

c.  The time that ‘now is’ is the dispensation of the incarnation of Christ; that is, the First Advent.


d.  During every period of human history people are required to worship God with a human spirit.  The word PNEUMA cannot refer to the Holy Spirit, because the Spirit was not yet given.  That would not occur until Pentecost three years from when Jesus made this statement.

e.  The logic of Jesus’ statement when considered in the light of the next verse is that God is a spirit.  Therefore, the only creatures that can worship Him must also be spirits (elect angels) or have a human spirit (those who believe in Christ).  People in the past believed in Christ and received a human spirit as a part of their regeneration.  This allowed them to worship God with their human spirit.  The same was true as Jesus was speaking, and would be true in the future.


f.  Applying this statement to the situation of the woman at Jacob’s well, the time for her to worship the God of Israel was right now; for He was sitting in front of her.  In addition there would be a time in the very near future (within that very hour), when she would worship Him with her newly acquired human spirit and with the truth of who and what He really was.

2.  “when the real worshipers will worship the Father with a spirit and truth;”

a.  The real worshipers are those who believe in Christ.  This excludes the Jews, Samaritans and Gentiles who do not believe in Christ.  The Jews worshiped with truth, but had no spirit.  The Samaritans worshiped without spirit or truth.


b.  The real worshipers are believers.  They are the only people from whom God the Father accepts worship.  If a person does not accept the Son, the Father does not accept their worship.  The real worshipers of the Father will not worship at Mt. Gerizim or in Jerusalem, but in spirit and truth.


c.  The manner in which a person worships God is twofold according to the statement of our Lord here.  People must worship with a human spirit (which they receive as a part of regeneration the moment they believe in Christ).  The human spirit is the invisible, immaterial mechanism that makes spiritual information from God and about God a reality in the soul of a human being.  It is impossible to worship God without a human spirit.  This was something the woman did not know and needed to understand, if she really wanted to worship God properly.  “This is what matters, not where, but how (in reality, in the spirit of man, the highest part of man, and so in truth).”


d.  The second manner in which a person worships God is with truth.  God is without fault, deception, error, or untruth of any kind.  Therefore, God must be worshiped with truth.  This means that the person worshiping must be honest and true in their worship and that they must worship God according to His truth.  God’s truth is His word, which for this woman meant that she had to accept all God’s truth and not just the first five books of the Old Testament as the Samaritan priests had taught her.


e.  The time was now for her to worship the Father with a human spirit and with the truth of God’s word, and that worship had to begin with her faith in Jesus as the Christ.


f.  The time was coming when not only her, but many Samaritans in her city would believe in Jesus as the Christ and worship the Father with a spirit and with truth.

g.  “The issue was understanding how God had chosen to reveal the divine purpose in history.  Worship devoid of understanding God’s activity in history operates within a vacuum.  …Jesus said that Samaritan worship lacked knowledge, the critical relational aspect of genuine worship.  Jesus defined acceptable worship as participating in two revealed aspects of divine reality: ‘spirit and truth’.  Both of these aspects of worship reflect important themes in this Gospel, and both are repeated in verse 24 so that the point cannot be missed.  No one genuinely knows God except through some form of revelatory encounter, but such encounters should be enlightened through written or oral articulations in order that such encounters become defined to humans and not remain subjective experiences.  It is in the combination of those two elements that one can sense the point being made here, namely, that acceptable worship involves both spirit and truth(fulness).”


h.  “The reference to a time is coming, modified by has now come, shows clearly that it is the ministry of Jesus which would radically transform worship.  The mode of worship is now to be in spirit and truth, which transcends all racial and local considerations.  The main emphasis here is on spirit as verse 24 shows.  God is spirit may be compared to ‘God is light’ and ‘God is love’.  These are ways in which he can be known.  The spirituality of God was not an idea alien to the Jews, but they had not recognized the need for any correspondence between the one worshipped and the worshippers.  Jesus taught that the worshippers must share something of the nature of the person worshipped.  The linking of spirit and truth here points to the necessity of genuine worship.  God desires worshippers who are in tune with him.”


i.  “They shall worship the Father ‘in spirit and truth’. One preposition joins the two nouns and thus makes of the two one idea.  Jesus here describes what the genuine way [of worship] is.  It centers in the worshipper's own ‘spirit’…moved, of course, by God's Spirit (Rom 8 :14, 16, 26).  We should say, all true worship is one of the soul.  But this is not enough, for many put their very souls into their worship and yet are only false, self-deceived worshippers.  Hence the addition: ‘in spirit and truth’.  The essential subjective feature of genuine worship is fully covered by ‘in spirit’.  To this the objective counterpart must be added, which evidently is ‘truth’.  Jesus is speaking to a plain woman, and ‘truth’ to her means truth. Moreover, if a genuine contact is to be made with the Father, if the genuine object of the worship is to be reached, does this not mean that these two: the worshipper's own ‘spirit’ and God's own revealed ‘truth’ joined together must form the sphere in which this worship takes place?  All that forsakes this sphere is spurious worship.  Omit the spirit, and though you have the truth, the worship becomes formalism, mere ritual observance.  Omit the truth, and though the whole soul is thrown into the worship, it becomes an abomination.  Thus ‘spirit and truth’ form a unit, two halves that belong together in every act of worship.”


j.  “Worshiping ‘in spirit and truth’ is related to the very character of God and the identity of Christ.  It is to worship in union with the Father, who is spirit, and according to the revelation of the Son, who is the truth.  Indeed, it is to be taken into union with God through the Spirit (chapters 14-17).”

3.  “for indeed, the Father desires that such people worship Him.”

a.  Jesus continues His statement with a side note regarding the attitude of God the Father.  God the Father desires, seeks for, and asks for such people to worship Him.  God wants His creatures to worship Him, but He wants them to do so properly.  He wants them to do so spiritually; that is, in a state of spirituality, which requires having a functioning human spirit (which does not function when we are out of fellowship with God in a state of sinfulness).  God also wants people to worship Him with truth—His truth, not their truth.

b.  It is in no way vainglorious, conceited, narcissistic or arrogant for God to desire that His creatures worship Him.  He is worthy of their worship, because His character is perfect love, grace, righteousness, and justice toward them.

c.  Worship of God is really our reciprocation of His love for us.  We love because He first loved us.  Our worship of God is our expression of our love for God.  God desires that we love Him, because He first loved us and sent His Son to be a propitiation for our sins, which is the ultimate proof of His love.

d.  God desires that people whom He loves return that love for Him by their worship of Him.  But in order for these people to worship God, they must believe in Him and all He has done for them by sending His Son to be their Savior.  This is the issue to which Jesus is leading the Samaritan woman.
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