John 1:1
John 3:34


 is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” plus the accusative direct object from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “whom.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb APOSTELLW, which means “to send.”

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which regards the entire action from the viewpoint of its completion.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “has.”


The active voice indicates that God produces the action of sending.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “God.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter plural article and noun HRĒMA, meaning “the words” plus the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “of God.”  This is followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb LALEW, which means “to speak.”

The present tense is a gnomic present for a universal truth; that is, something that is always true regardless of whom God has sent, but specifically a reference to the sending of His own Son.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“For He whom God has sent speaks the words of God;”
 is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “for” plus the negative OU, meaning “not.”  Then we have the preposition EK plus the ablative of means from the neuter singular noun METRON, meaning literally “not by a measure,” which is “an expression not found elsewhere in the Greek language, but must mean in its context ‘not from a measure’, without (using a) measure.”
  This is followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb DIDWMI, which means “to give: He gives.”

The present tense is a gnomic present, which describes what is always universally true.


The active voice indicates that God produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and noun PNEUMA, meaning “the Spirit” and referring to God the Holy Spirit.
“for He gives the Spirit without measure.”
Jn 3:34 corrected translation
“For He whom God has sent speaks the words of God; for He gives the Spirit without measure.”
Explanation:
1.  “For He whom God has sent speaks the words of God;”

a.  The apostle John continues his summary of the ministry of John the Baptist and the ministry of Jesus by explaining why the person/Person who has accepted His testimony has certified that God is truthful.

b.  The subject “He” in this statement refers to the Lord Jesus Christ totally and can be applied to John the Baptist in a limited sense.  Both were sent by God the Father to speak the words of God the Father and both were given the gift of the empowering of the Holy Spirit from birth.  But the Holy Spirit is given to the perfect humanity of Jesus without limitation in contrast to the Baptist, who still had a functioning sin nature, and was never a part of the Bride of Christ, the Church.

c.  The word “God” refers to God the Father, who sent John the Baptist to be the herald of the Messiah and sent Jesus to be the Savior of the world.

d.  Both John and Jesus were sent by God the Father to speak the words of God.  The message of John the Baptist was a call to change the mind about one’s own sinfulness and need of salvation.  The message of Jesus was to believe in Him as the Messiah, who has come to take away the sins of the world and provide eternal life.  Though they had a slightly different emphasis in their messages, both messages were the words of God, the message of God the Father.

e.  God has sent many people over the course of human history to deliver His message to mankind, and continues to do so.  He does so today through the spiritual gifts of evangelism and pastor-teacher.  Some ministries are short such as John’s, which was no more than a year long, and some ministries are long, such as the apostle John, whose ministry lasted from 27 A.D. to the beginning of the second century.  The length of time does not determine the quality of the person’s ministry; for the greatest ministry of all was the three year ministry of our Lord Jesus Christ.

2.  “for He gives the Spirit without measure.”

a.  He whom God the Father has sent speaks the words of God, because God the Father gives the Holy Spirit to the person with God’s message without measure.  “God has put no limit to the Spirit’s relation to the Son.  God has given the Holy Spirit in his fullness to Christ and to no one else in that sense.”


b.  The Father does not send a messenger without a message and without the help of the Holy Spirit to understand, remember, and communicate that message.  The humanity of Jesus needed the help of the Holy Spirit just as much as John the Baptist and all the prophets of Israel from Moses to Malachi.

c.  God’s communicators receive the help and empowering of the Holy Spirit as a free gift from God.  They don’t earn it, deserve it, work for it, or do anything special to receive it.


d.  The words “without measure” mean that God does not hold back His help from His communicators, who cannot accomplish God’s task for them without His help.  The words “without measure” do not mean that God’s communicators are omnipotent.  They have all the power and help they need to communicate God’s message to mankind.

e.  God gives as much power and help as necessary regardless of the changing circumstances.  God the Father does not hold back the Holy Spirit from doing whatever is necessary to communicate His message to mankind through His human communicators.  God the Father did not limit the help of God the Holy Spirit to John the Baptist or to our Lord Jesus Christ in the fulfillment of the presentation of His message.

f.  “Jesus gives the perfect truth of God as He speaks the words of God, because He has the full endowment of the Holy Spirit, the Spirit without limit.  The Old Testament prophets had the Spirit only for limited times and for limited purposes.”


g.  “The prophets of old who spoke for God were led, empowered, and inspired by the Holy Spirit; John the Baptist himself was ‘filled with the Holy Spirit while yet in his mother’s womb’ (Lk 1:15) [the preposition EK means ‘from’ = from his mother’s womb; EK never means ‘in’].  Yet the Spirit’s ability to empower them was limited by their sinful, fallen human natures. But Jesus Christ, He whom God has sent, infallibly spoke the words of God because God gave the Spirit to Him without measure (Jn 1:32–33; cf. Isa. 11:2; 42:1; 61:1).”


h.  “Verse 34 is significant, for it recognizes that Jesus was sent by God to be a prophet (i.e., someone who speaks what God wants said), and then indicates that He was fully controlled by the Holy Spirit, so therefore His pronouncements are unassailable.  So, whereas all prophets until Jesus had only partial revelation from the Spirit, Jesus had total, full revelation.”


i.  “The Jewish rabbis considered that the various prophets had received the Spirit in differing proportions or measures.  But that idea could hardly be confessed of Jesus, who was for John the incarnation (1:14) of the fullness of God (1:16), the one who existed in the bosom of the Father (1:18).  The coming of Jesus was, according to Johannine thinking, the close of an era when only partial insight into the message of God had been available.”
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