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
 is the nominative masculine singular articular aorist active participle from the verb LAMBANW, which means “to receive; to accept.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun, meaning “the one who” or “He who.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which looks at the entire action as a fact from the standpoint of its completion.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “has.”

The active voice indicates that the person who believes that Jesus is the Christ accepts His testimony about His person and work.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “His” plus the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun MARTURIA, which means “testimony; witness.”  This is followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb SPHRAGIZW, which means “to certify that something is so: to attest, certify, acknowledge Jn 3:33.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which looks at the entire action as a fact from the standpoint of its completion.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “has.”


The active voice indicates that the person who accepts the testimony of Jesus about His person and work produces the action of certifying that God is truthful.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.
“He who has accepted His testimony has certified”
 is the explanatory (epexegetical) use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “that” plus the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “God.”  Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular adjective ALĒTHĒS, meaning “truthful and honest: truthful, righteous, honest of Jesus Mt 22:16; Mk 12:14; Jn 7:18.”
  Finally, we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: is.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which describes the state of being as a fact.


The active voice indicates that God produces the state of being truthful and honest.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.
“that God is truthful.”
Jn 3:33 corrected translation
“He who has accepted His testimony has certified that God is truthful.”
Explanation:
1.  “He who has accepted His testimony has certified”

a.  The subject “He” refers to the person who believes in Christ.  The word “His” refers to Jesus during the First Advent (and by extension anytime thereafter).  The word “testimony” refers to the message of the gospel; that is, the promise of God the Father that anyone who believes in His Son may have eternal life.  The word “accepted” refers to the action of believing the message of the gospel.

b.  Therefore, putting all this together, we are told the following: Any person who believes in the message of the gospel as presented by Jesus during the First Advent certifies something.  The something that is certified is mentioned in the next clause of the verse—that God is truthful.

c.  Why does God’s truthfulness need to be certified by any human being?  God’s truthfulness has to be certified by human beings, because Satan has called God a liar, when God promises eternal life to anyone who believes in Christ.  Therefore, God is using creatures, who are very inferior to Satan in every way, to certify or prove that He is truthful.  Our faith in Christ proves or certifies the truthfulness of God the Father.

d.  God the Father makes a declaration of truth.  Those who believe in Christ certify that the Father’s declaration is truthful.

2.  “that God is truthful.”

a.  From our point of view as believers in Jesus Christ, the fact that God is truthful does not need to be proven to anyone.  But from God the Father’s point of viewpoint in the angelic conflict, He must be proven truthful.  “The man who accepts the testimony of Jesus ‘has certified (sealed) that God is truthful’.”


b.  Rom 3:3-4, “What, then, is the situation?  If certain ones refuse to believe, their unbelief will not nullify the faithfulness of God, will it?  Emphatically not!  Rather God must be proved truthful, but every man a liar, just as it stands written, ‘In order that You might be vindicated by means of Your doctrines and might be victorious while You are being criticized.’”

c.  That God’s truthfulness is directly related to the gospel is mentioned in Tit 1:2, “concerning the confidence of eternal life, which the truthful God promised before time began.”


d.  Jesus makes a similar statement in the Lord’s prayer of Jn 17:3, “This is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom ﻿You have sent.”

e.  “Fortunately, however, there were some who received the witness, and by their acceptance they ‘certified’ or sealed the testimony to the authenticity or truthfulness of God.”


f.  “Having stated the general rule, John gave the exception.  Although the majority of people reject Jesus’ message, not everyone does.  There are those who accept His testimony, believing in Him for eternal life.  In the ancient world, people set their seal to something as a sign of complete acceptance and approval.  In today’s jargon, they signed off on it.  Those who have received Christ’s testimony thereby certify their belief that God is true when He speaks through His Son, as always.”


g.  “The message of Jesus has not been universally rejected as verse 32 by itself might indicate.  One who receives it gives his attestation or certification to the fact that God is truthful. To reject this testimony is to call God a liar (1 Jn 5:10).”
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