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
 is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” plus the nominative subject from the masculine singular adjective PAS, meaning “everyone.”  Then we have the nominative masculine singular articular present active participle from the verb PRASSW, which means “to do, accomplish, commit; to practice.”


The article is used as a relative pronoun, meaning “who.”


The present tense is a durative present for an action that began in the past and continues in the present.


The active voice indicates the subject (“everyone”) produces the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter plural adjective PHAULOS, meaning “base, worthless things.”
  This includes sin, human good, and evil.  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb MISEW, which means “to hate.”

The present tense is an aoristic or gnomic present, which describes the state of being as a fact.

The active voice indicates that everyone who does worthless things produces the action of hating.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and noun PHWS, which means “the Light” and refers to the Lord Jesus Christ, as He is described in chapter one of the gospel.

“For everyone who does worthless things hates the Light,”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the negative OUK, meaning “not” and the third person singular present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come.”

The present tense is an aoristic/gnomic present, which describes a fact that does happen.


The deponent middle/passive voice functions in an active sense with the person who does worthless things producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition PROS plus the accusative of place from the neuter singular article and noun PHWS, meaning “to the Light.”

“and does not come to the Light,”
 is the conjunction HINA, used to introduce a purpose clause and is translated “in order that.”  HINA never means “for fear that” as translated in the NASV.  This is followed by the negative MĒ plus the third person singular aorist passive subjunctive from the verb ELEGCHW, which means “to scrutinize or examine carefully, bring to light, to be expose, to set forth Jn 3:20; Eph 5:11, 13.”


The aorist tense is a futuristic aorist, which views the entire action as a potential.

The passive voice indicates that the deeds of the unbeliever receive the action of being exposed.


The subjunctive mood is a subjunctive of purpose, indicating the purpose of the unbeliever in not wanting to believe in Christ.

Finally, we have the nominative subject from the neuter plural article and noun ERGON, meaning “deeds” plus the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “his” and referring to the unbeliever.
“in order that his deeds might not be exposed.”

Jn 3:20 corrected translation
“For everyone who does worthless things hates the Light, and does not come to the Light, in order that his deeds might not be exposed.”
Explanation:
1.  “For everyone who does worthless things hates the Light,”

a.  Jesus continues his dissertation to Nicodemus by further explaining His previous statement that men loved the darkness rather than the Light, for their deeds were evil.

b.  The subject “everyone” refers to unbelievers in this context, but it could also apply to believers in a state of perpetual carnality by application to us.  But the focus of Jesus here is on the unbeliever and his attitude toward Him.

c.  The worthless things done by the unbeliever are personal sins, human good, and evil.  In fact, if you think carefully about it, you will realize that everything done by the unbeliever is worthless, because in the end all of his accomplishments are vanity and useless.  This is the subject of Solomon’s dissertation in Ecclesiastes.  And when the present universe is destroyed by God in preparation for the creation of the new heavens and new earth (see 2 Pet 3), all of the deeds, accomplishments, and works of the unbeliever go up in smoke.


d.  If the believer’s worthless deeds, human good, and evil are burned up at the evaluation throne of Christ (1 Cor 3), how much will the unbeliever’s worthless things be destroyed by the Lord?

e.  The real focus of this statement is on the attitude of the unbeliever toward the Lord Jesus Christ, who describes Himself here as “the Light.”  This use of this term would be difficult for Nicodemus to understand, because there was only one “Light” that was significant in the history of Israel and that was the light in the Holy of Holies produced by the Shekinah glory—the light of the glory of the Lord’s presence in the Holy of Holies.  Jesus Christ, as the God of Israel was present as the Light in the Holy of Holies.  The attitude of the unbeliever toward Jesus Christ is one of hatred.  The unbeliever who does worthless things hates Jesus Christ, because the Son of God exposes the worthless things done by the unbeliever.

f.  God loves the unbeliever unconditionally (Jn 3:16), but the unbeliever hates the Lord Jesus Christ.  The Lord Jesus Christ loves the unbeliever so much He is more than willing to be punished for the worthless deeds done by the unbeliever, but the unbeliever could care less.  In fact, the unbeliever doesn’t believe that he is in need of a savior (arrogance) and hates the One who offers salvation, because it exposes the fact that he is sinful and in need of a savior.


g.  The unbeliever hates God (Rom 1:18-32), which is why the Bible constantly mentions the fact that a person must “repent.”  The word in the Greek translated “repent” means to change one’s mind about something.  The unbeliever has to change their mind about their hatred of the Light.  They have to stop hating the Light and believe in what the Light has done for them.  This is why the message of John the Baptist and Jesus emphasized this change of mind toward the Light.

h.  “Vincent’s comment on the expression ‘hates his brother’ is helpful: ‘The sharp issue is maintained here as in Christ’s words, “He that is not with Me is against Me” (Lk 11:23).  Men fall into two classes, those who are in fellowship with God, and therefore walk in light and love, and those who are not in fellowship with God, and therefore walk in darkness and hatred.  Where love is not, there is hatred.  The heart is not empty.”


i.  “Consider the two different words used in verse 19-20 for ‘evil’ and ‘worthless things’. The difference between the two words is significant, for the latter makes it plain it only needs ‘worthless things’ to prevent a man from finding eternal life.  Is it not true that worldly cares and pleasures, things not evil in themselves but which are worthless from an eternal perspective, are the main hindrance which hold man from turning to the Light (Jesus)?  Human beings do not want to give up their ‘worthless things’ for Him, and in consequence remain wedded to the darkness and will bear eternal judgment as a result.  …‘Worthless things’ are anything other than accepting Christ as Savior, and living to God’s glory thereafter.”
  “Unbelievers have no ultimate meaning of life, no worthy motivation, no adequate goal, and a destiny of doom.”

2.  “and does not come to the Light,”

a.  In addition to hating the Light a further result occurs—the unbeliever does not come to the Light.  Coming to the Light is another way of saying that the unbeliever does not believe in Christ.  But this is more than not believing in Christ; the unbeliever is in no way even interested in Christ.  They are pre-occupied with their life, their pleasures, their wants and desires.

b.  Because the unbeliever does not come to the Light, the Light has come to them and has done so in two ways:


(1)  The Light has come into the world, Jn 1:9, “There was the true Light, which, coming into the world, enlightens all men.”


(2)  God the Holy Spirit in common grace makes the offer of salvation a reality to anyone 


c.  Even though the unbeliever will not come to the Light, the Light comes to the unbeliever because of the fantastic unconditional love of the Light for the unbeliever.


d.  Jn 5:39-40, “You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; it is these that testify about Me; and you are unwilling to come to Me so that you may have [eternal] life.”
3.  “in order that his deeds might not be exposed.”

a.  Jesus concludes this statement by indicating the reason why the unbeliever hates the Light and does not come to the Light—he does not do so in order that his depth of sinfulness and evil might not be exposed.  The unbeliever is not worried about his good deeds, for he believes that these things will establish his worthiness before God.  This attitude of the unbeliever was demonstrated in the Garden of Eden after man’s sin, when the couple hid from God.

b.  The deeds of the unbeliever are worthless deeds of darkness:


(1)  Gal 5:19-21, “Now the deeds of the flesh [sin nature] are evident, which are: normal sexual sins, abnormal sexual sins, mental sexual sins, idolatry, drug abuse, hostilities, argumentation, jealousy, outbursts of anger, inordinate ambitions, dissensions, factions, envies, drinking bouts, wild parties, and similar things to these, which things I am saying in advance for your benefit, just as I have said before, that those who continue practicing such things as these will never inherit the kingdom of God.”



(2)  Eph 5:11, “Furthermore, stop participating in the useless deeds of darkness, but instead even expose [them].”


(3)  Col 1:21, “Furthermore, you were formerly alienated and hostile in your attitude because of your degenerate deeds.”



(4)  1 Tim 5:24-25, “The sins of certain men are obvious, leading to judgment; on the other hand they [the sins] even pursue some [men].  In the same manner also their praiseworthy deeds [are] obvious, and that [production] which is otherwise cannot be concealed.”



(5)  1 Jn 3:12, “not as Cain [who] was from that evil one, and consequently slaughtered his brother.  And why did he slaughter him?  Because his deeds were evil, but those of his brother righteous.”  Jude 11-13, “Woe to them, because they followed in the lifestyle of Cain, and devoted themselves to the deception of Balaam for financial reward, and they will be destroyed in the manner of the rebellion of Korah.  These men are the hidden reefs who boldly feast together in your virtue-love meals, caring for themselves, waterless clouds being carried away by winds, fruitless trees in late autumn, having died twice, having been pulled out by the roots, fierce waves of the sea, causing their own disgraceful deeds to form white caps, wandering stars for whom the gloom of darkness has been reserved forever.”


c.  The light of God’s truth exposes the unbeliever’s sinfulness, and the unbeliever’s arrogance doesn’t like to be told it is wrong, sinful, or evil in any way.  Therefore, because the Light tells the truth—that man is totally depraved—man hates to hear what is wrong with him, and therefore, hates the One who exposes him for what he really is.  The unbeliever does not want anyone to know how really evil and depraved they truly are.  Therefore, they cover their sinfulness and evil with a façade of righteousness.  Nicodemus had done this his whole life, which made this statement by Jesus particularly stinging to him as a Pharisee.  Jesus had to convince Nicodemus—a most righteous man in his own eyes—of the reality of total depravity in his soul and need for salvation.  Jesus wanted Nicodemus to understand his own state of sinfulness and total depravity, so that he would come to the Light and believe in Jesus.  Nicodemus had to first admit to himself that he was in need of salvation before he would ever desire his own personal salvation from the only Person who could and would save him.

d.  “In Jn 3:20 the evildoer is said to ‘hate’ the light.  Evildoers are unbelievers who continue to practice wickedness; they can see the light of Jesus shining into their hearts, but through their evil deeds they demonstrate their hate and thus their rejection of the light of Jesus (1:4, 9; 8:12; 9:5; 12:35f).  Not only the Jews (Jn 7:1) but also the world hates Jesus because of the evidence He brings that what it does is evil (Jn 7:7).  Since the world hates Jesus, it will also hate His followers (Jn 15:18f), who are not of the world (Jn 17:14; cf. 1 Jn 3:13) but do the works of Jesus.  He who hates the follower of Jesus hates Jesus Himself.  He who hates Jesus hates the Father also (Jn 15:23).”


e.  “It is sometimes assumed that the image in verse 20 is of someone working under cover of darkness so no one will known what is taking place.  That person does not come into the light lest his or her activity, which is obviously wrong, be seen.  But a preferable image is of a person involved in some activity that is morally neutral or even virtuous.  This person does not come to the light because it could expose that what was considered virtuous is actually evil.  This later interpretation best fits this context, and we know it was held very early because some manuscripts, including p66 (from about A.D. 200), read, ‘He does not come to the light lest his deeds be exposed, that they are evil.’”
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