John 1:1
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
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “because.”  Then we have the negative OU, meaning “no” plus the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun CHREIA, meaning “need.”  This is followed by the third person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb ECHW, meaning “to have: He had.”

The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes a past, continuing action without reference to its cessation.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the epexegetical use of the conjunction HINA, meaning “that,” followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “someone or anyone.”  (“The epexegetical HINA is the use of HINA after a noun or adjective to explain or clarify that noun or adjective.  In classical Greek this would have more often been expressed by an epexegetical infinitive.”
)  Then we have the third person singular aorist active subjunctive from the verb MARTUREW, which means “to testify.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that anyone might produce the action.


The subjunctive mood is used with HINA to indicate a purpose clause.  It also indicates a potential.

This is followed by the preposition PERI plus the adverbial genitive of reference from the masculine singular article and noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “concerning man.”

“and because He had no need that anyone testify concerning man;”
 is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “for” plus the nominative subject from the reflexive use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “Himself.”  With this we have the third person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb GINWSKW, which means “to know: He knew.”

The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes a past, continuing action without reference to its cessation.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the neuter singular interrogative pronoun TIS, meaning “what.”  This is followed by the third person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: was.”


The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes the past state of being without reference to its cessation.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the masculine singular article and noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “in man.”

“for He Himself knew what was in man.”

Jn 2:25 corrected translation
“and because He had no need that anyone testify concerning man; for He Himself knew what was in man.”
Explanation:
1.  “and because He had no need that anyone testify concerning man;”

a.  This verse is a continuation of the sentence begun in the previous verse.  The entire sentence now reads: “But Jesus himself was not entrusting Himself to them, because He Himself knows all men, and because He had no need that anyone testify concerning man; for He Himself knew what was in man.”  “Jesus was not speaking about a particular man, but about humankind as a generic class (as opposed to other classes of beings, such as angels).  Jesus does not need evidence concerning the depravity of humanity because He knows the human heart.”


b.  So John gives us two sides of the one coin as to why Jesus was not entrusting Himself to these believers and unbelievers in Jerusalem: (1) because He knows all men, and (2) because He had no need that anyone testify concerning man.

c.  What was the testimony that anyone did not need testify about man?  The testimony is that man is inherently and naturally sinful, doing only what he or she wants continually.



(1)  The thing about man that God so clearly understands is man’s sinfulness, which is why Jesus came to earth to save man from his state of sinfulness.



(2)  There are two reasons why Jesus didn’t need anyone to tell Him what was wrong with man.




(a)  As eternal, omniscient God, He has always known what is wrong with man—the desire to do what he/she wants apart from the will of God.




(b)  As a sinless human being, Jesus observed the nature of man for thirty years in his own home, city, and country.



(3)  Many commentators say that this is an indirect reference to the omniscience of Jesus, which is certainly true, but omniscience is not necessary for any of us to see the sinfulness of others.  We see it all the time.


d.  But the important point being made by John here is that Jesus did not trust those who did believe in Him, because He knew that they had a sin nature.  In the same respect, Jesus did not trust those in Jerusalem who initially believed in Him because He knew that they too had a sin nature.  “The reason why he did not commit himself to them was because he knew them, knew the wickedness of some and the weakness of others. He knew all men, not only their names and faces, as it is possible for us to know many, but their nature, dispositions, affections, designs, as we do not know any man, scarcely ourselves.  He knows all men, for his powerful hand made them all, his piercing eye sees them all, sees into them.  He knows his subtle enemies, and all their secret projects; his false friends, and their true characters; what they really are, whatever they pretend to be.  He knows them that are truly his, knows their integrity, and knows their infirmity too.”

2.  “for He Himself knew what was in man.”

a.  Then John gives us the definitive reason why Jesus did not trust and was not entrusting Himself to the men in Jerusalem (believers and unbelievers)—because He Himself knew what was in man.  So what exactly was it that was in man?  The nature to sin against God and not believe in Christ, and the nature to see one’s sinfulness and need for a savior resulting in faith in Christ.  God sees both the belief in Christ and the unbelief in Christ, and the nature to sin in the case of both.

b.  There are many things inside man: a soul, a human spirit if the person is a believer, mentality, self-consciousness, a conscience, volition, and the desire and motivation to do whatever the hell we want without anyone else telling us what to do; that is, a sin nature.  1 Kg 8:39, “then hear in heaven Your dwelling place, and forgive and act and render to each according to all his ways, whose heart You know, for You alone know the hearts of all the sons of men.”

c.  Paul describes the sin nature in:



(1)  Rom 7:5, “For while we were in the flesh, the sinful passions [trends or impulses], which [were] through the Law, were effective in our members, resulting in fruit-bearing in the sphere of [spiritual] death.”



(2)  Rom 7:8-11, “Now the sin nature, having seized the opportunity through the commandment, produced in me every [category of] lust.  For apart from the Law the sin nature [is] dead [imperceptible].  Moreover at one time I was living apart from the Law, but when the [tenth] commandment came, the sin nature began to function, and I was [spiritually] dead.  And the [same] commandment which results in life was discovered by me to result in [spiritual and carnal] death.  For the sin nature, having seized the opportunity through the commandment, deceived me, and through it killed [me] [carnal death accompanying spiritual death].”


(3)  Rom 7:14, “Certainly we know that the Law is spiritual, but I am fleshly, having been sold into slavery under the power of the sin nature.”


d.  The function of the sin nature in mankind is taught by Paul in Gal 5:19-21, “Now the deeds of the flesh [sin nature] are evident, which are: normal sexual sins, abnormal sexual sins, mental sexual sins, idolatry, drug abuse, hostilities, argumentation, jealousy, outbursts of anger, inordinate ambitions, dissensions, factions, envies, drinking bouts, wild parties, and similar things to these, which things I am saying in advance for your benefit, just as I have said before, that those who continue practicing such things as these will never inherit the kingdom of God.”

e.  The function of the sin nature in believers is mentioned by Paul in 1 Cor 3:1-3, “But I, brethren, am not able to speak to you as spiritual, but as carnal, as infants in Christ.  I gave you milk to drink, not food; for you continued to not yet be able [to eat it].  But even now, you are still not able.  For you are still carnal.  For since there is rivalry and strife among you, are you not carnal ones, in fact walking in the same manner as mankind?”


f.  Not only does Jesus know that we have a sin nature, but He also knows when a person truly believes in Him as his personal savior.


g.  “Although generally today the use of the masculine ‘man’ as a generic for humanity is unacceptable, not to translate ANTHRWPOS as ‘man’ here is to miss the author’s point. Immediately after this pronouncement about Jesus’ insight into man, the evangelist introduces the readers to a particular man who fits this description of depravity (Jn 3:1—“there came a man”)—a man named Nicodemus.”
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