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
 is the nominative subject from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “I,” referring to the Lord Jesus Christ plus the accusative direct object from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “You” and referring to God the Father.  Then we have the first person singular aorist active indicative from the verb DOXAZW, which means “to glorify.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the preposition EPI plus the adverbial genitive of place from the feminine singular article and noun GĒ, meaning “on the earth.”

“I glorified You on the earth,”
 is the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and noun ERGON, meaning “the work.”  With this we have the nominative first person masculine singular aorist active participle from the verb TELEIOW, which means “to complete; to bring to completion; to accomplish or finish.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact with emphasis on its completion.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “having.”


The active voice indicates that our Lord produced the action.


The participle is temporal and precedes the action of the main verb.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “which” and referring to the neuter singular noun ERGON = work.  This is followed by the second person singular perfect active indicative from the verb DIDWMI, which means “to give.”


The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which views the past action as completed.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “have.”


The active voice indicates that God the Father produced the action in the past.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the dative of indirect object from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “to Me” and referring to Jesus.  Finally, we have the conjunction HINA, which is used to introduce the purpose for which the Father gave the Son a work to accomplish.  With this we have the first person singular aorist active subjunctive from the verb POIEW, which means “to do.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus has produced the action.


The subjunctive mood is a subjunctive of purpose.

“having accomplished the work which You have given Me to do.”
Jn 17:4 corrected translation
“I glorified You on the earth, having accomplished the work which You have given Me to do.”
Explanation:
1.  “I glorified You on the earth,”

a.  The Lord’s prayer continues with a statement by Jesus that He has glorified God the Father on the earth.  This was said more for the benefit of the disciples than for the benefit of the Father.  God the Father already knew that Jesus had glorified Him on earth.  The Father didn’t need to be told this.  However, the disciples definitely needed to know that the Father asked, expected, and wanted the Son to glorify Him on earth and that Jesus had done this.  The same would be expected of them as it is of us.

b.  That Jesus’ mission on earth was to glorify the Father is also mentioned in:


(1)  Jn 12:28, “Father, glorify Your person.’  Then a voice came from heaven: ‘I have both glorified [it], and will glorify [it] again.’”


(2)  Jn 13:31-32, “Therefore when he had gone out, Jesus said, ‘Now the Son of Man is glorified, and God is glorified by Him; in fact God will glorify Him in association with Himself, and immediately He will glorify Him.”


(3)  Jn 14:13, “And whatever you might ask in My name, that I will do, in order that the Father may be glorified by the Son.”


(4)  Jn 15:8, “My Father is glorified by this, namely, that you might bear much fruit, and so you might prove to be My disciples.”


(5)  Jn 17:1, “Jesus spoke these things; and after lifting up His eyes to heaven, He said, ‘Father, the hour has come; glorify Your Son, in order that the Son may glorify You,”

c.  The phrase “on the earth” is important because it indicates that this glorification of the Father by the Son was done in His hypostatic union as the God-man, and not as the pre-incarnate deity of the Son of God.

2.  “having accomplished the work which You have given Me to do.”

a.  The Lord continues His prayer to God the Father by declaring the accomplishment of all that the Father had asked Him to do.  This does not and cannot exclude the work on the Cross; for that too would glorify the justice of God the Father in dealing forever with the problem of man’s sin.  This statement anticipates and includes the work on the Cross as the work that the Father has given Jesus to do.

b.  The phrase “have given Me to do” indicates that the assignment of this work for the Son of God to do was done in the past.  Some might think that the work was assigned at the beginning of our Lord’s ministry.  But Heb 10:5 indicates that this work was assigned to our Lord prior to His incarnation, “For this reason, when He comes into the world, He says, ‘Sacrifice and offering You have not desired, but a body You have prepared [created] for Me’;”  The body was prepared before Jesus came into the world.  The physical body was prepared for Jesus to bear the sins of the world in that body and be judged as a substitute for us.  This was the only sacrifice and offering acceptable to the justice of the Father.

c.  Our Lord’s work was to demonstrate the unconditional love of the Father for all His creatures by providing salvation from their state of sinfulness.  This our Lord did by the offering of Himself on the Cross.  The unconditional love of God was demonstrated in the life of Jesus, His willingness to go to the Cross, and His actual sin bearing.  God the Son did on the Cross what the other members of the Trinity would also have done—be judged for our sins in our place.  The Father’s unconditional love is demonstrated by giving the Son, by the Son being judged for our sins, and by the Spirit making the love of God a reality in the soul of the unbeliever, who then either responds to that love or rejects it.

d.  The major work of our Lord was to demonstrate and reveal the fantastic unconditional love of God for those He created.  Jesus had already done this through living a perfect spiritual life of unconditional love for others, and He would continue to do it on the Cross.  He had accomplished the work that the Father had given Him to do.  We are given this same work to do as evidenced in the Lord’s simple command Jn 13:34, “A new commandment I give to you, that you unconditionally love one another; just as I have unconditionally loved you, that you also unconditionally love one another.”
3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “This our Lord explained in terms of finishing the work the Father gave him to do—the revelation of the Father, the exposure of sin, the choice and training of the Twelve, and most of all the death on the cross, which was so certain that it could be regarded as already completed.”


b.  “Now as He faces death He has no sense of failure as some modern critics say, but rather fullness of attainment.  Christ does not die as a disappointed man, but as the successful messenger of the Father to men.”


c.  “The question arises whether in His mind Jesus was including the glory which would come through the cross, even though this had not yet happened.  Since the appropriate time was very much in his mind, all that that involved must have been included in the present statement.  The work was completed only after the passion had occurred.”


d.  “This verse provides the transition from the purpose statement concerning the coming of Jesus to the incarnational work of Jesus.  The link is provided by the extended use of the concept of glory.  This verse is both reflective of the past and serves as the basis for the prospect of the future in the petition of the next verse.  As Jesus anticipated the cross, He could review His incarnation and speak of bringing glory to God by completing or fulfilling His assigned work.”


e.  “In God’s perfect plan, and in keeping with His perfect justice, the Son had to come to earth in order to save those whom the Father had given Him (Lk 19:10).  The Lord Jesus Christ glorified the Father during His time on the earth by having perfectly accomplished the work which the Father gave Him to do (Jn 4:34; 5:30; 6:38; 15:10).  That work culminated in the cross, which He viewed here in an anticipatory way.  Jesus was certain that the eternal promise of God would be perfectly accomplished, and that nothing could prevent the Father’s purposes from being realized.  But His statement did more than merely reveal His own confidence in the plans of the Father.  It also served as an example to the disciples—reminding them to trust in God’s sovereign working and take comfort in knowing that He was in control.  Additionally, this verse implies the truth of Christ’s impeccability (sinlessness).  Only by living a sinless life could Jesus be an acceptable sacrifice for sin.  It was imperative for Him to live a life of perfect obedience, fulfilling all of God’s righteous requirements.  Only One who was perfectly holy, just as God is holy, could be the final sacrifice for sin (Heb 10:1–18).  Christ’s willingness to be a sin-bearing sacrifice on the cross was the ultimate demonstration of His complete commitment to obey the Father, as well as the ultimate expression of His love for sinners.”


f.  “Jesus’ prayer for Himself was based on His completed work (Jn 4:34), which assumed His obedience to death.  Even though the Cross was future, it was a certainty.  This ‘work’ the Father gave Him to do is one of five things in Jesus’ prayer which the Father gave the Son: (a) work, (b) believers (verses 2, 6, 9, 24), (c) glory (verses 5, 24), (d) words (v. 8), and (e) a name (verses 11-12).”


g.  “The word glory is used eight times in this prayer, so it is an important theme.  He glorified the Father in His miracles (Jn 2:11; 11:40), to be sure; but He brought the greatest glory to the Father through His sufferings and death (Jn 12:23–25; 13:31–32).  From the human point of view, Calvary was a revolting display of man’s sin; but from the divine point of view, the cross revealed and magnified the grace and glory of God.  Jesus anticipated His return to heaven when He said this.  This ‘work’ included His messages and miracles on earth (Jn 5:17–19), the training of the disciples for future service, and most of all, His sacrifice on the cross (Heb 9:24–28; 10:11–18).”


h.  “The words: ‘I have accomplished the work’ express with a sublime candor the feeling of a perfectly pure conscience.  He does not perceive in His life, at this supreme moment, either any evil committed or even any good omitted.  The duty of every hour has born perfectly fulfilled.”
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