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
 is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Now” plus the nominative subject from the feminine singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “this.”  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: is.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which views the present state of being as a static fact.


The active voice indicates that the situation (‘this’) produces the state of being what it is.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the predicate nominative from the feminine singular article and adjective AIWNIOS and the noun ZWĒ, meaning “eternal life.”

“Now this is eternal life,”
 is the conjunction HINA, which is used to introduce an explanatory clause, and can be translated “that.”  With this we have the third person plural present active subjunctive from the verb GINWSKW, which means “to know.”  “In translating GINWSKW in Jn 17:3, it is important to avoid an expression which will mean merely ‘to learn about.’  Here the emphasis must be on the interpersonal relationship which is experienced.”


The present tense is a tendential present for an action that is purposed but not yet taking place.


The active voice indicates that the disciples may produce the action.


The subjunctive mood is a potential subjunctive, indicates that the volition of the disciples is involved.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “may.”
Then we have the accusative direct object from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “You.”  This is followed by the appositional accusative masculine singular article, adjective MONOS, meaning “only,” adjective ALĒTHINOS, meaning “true” and noun THEOS, meaning “God.”

“that they may know You, the only true God,”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the appositional accusative direct object from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “whom.”  Then we have the second person singular aorist active indicative from the verb APOSTELLW, which means “to send.”

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact with emphasis on its completion.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “have.”


The active voice indicates that God the Father produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular proper nouns IĒSOUS and CHRISTOS, meaning “Jesus Christ.”

“and Jesus Christ whom You have sent.”
Jn 17:3 corrected translation
“Now this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent.”
Explanation:
1.  “Now this is eternal life,”

a.  Jesus transitions in His prayer to and explanation of eternal life.  Our Lord now defines the real essence of eternal life—it is to know God the Father.

b.  Living forever apart from God is no life at all, which all unbelievers will immediately realize in the lake of fire.

c.  There is such a thing as eternal life, since the Lord Jesus Christ says so right here and He cannot lie, nor is any deceit ever found in His mouth.


d.  Eternal life with God is the thing mankind rejected at the fall of man in the Garden of Eden, but promised by God in His forgiveness and salvation of man in the Garden.  Eternal life has been an issue throughout human history, because Satan accused God of not caring about creatures that He would condemn to an eternal life in a lake of fire.  The offer of eternal life by God is directly related to Satan’s eternal condemnation, appeal of that condemnation, and promise of God to save those who believe in Christ.  Eternal life is a major issue in resolving the angelic conflict, proving that God loves His creatures, and proving that God keeps His word.

e.  Eternal life has been an issue in this gospel:



(1)  Jn 3:14b-16, “…it is necessary that the Son of Man be raised up, in order that every one who believes in Him might have eternal life.  For God unconditionally loved the world so much, with the result that He gave His uniquely-born Son, in order that every one who believes in Him might not perish, but might have eternal life.”


(2)  Jn 3:36, “He who believes in the Son has eternal life; however, he who disobeys the Son will not see life, but the wrath of God remains on him.”


(3)  Jn 4:14, “but whoever drinks from the water which I will give to him will absolutely not thirst forever; but the water which I will give to him will become in him a well of water bubbling up to eternal life.”


(4)  Jn 4:36, “He who reaps is already receiving wages; that is, he is gathering fruit for eternal life; with the result that he who sows and he who reaps may rejoice together.”


(5)  Jn 5:24, “Truly, truly, I say to you that he who hears My message, and believes the One who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but has passed from death into life.”


(6)  Jn 6:27, “Do not work for the food which is ruined, but the food which endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give to you, for God the Father has set His seal on Him.”


(7)  Jn 6:40, “For this is the will of My Father, that everyone who sees the Son and believes in Him might keep on having eternal life, and I Myself will raise him up on the last day.”


(8)  Jn 6:47, “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes has eternal life.”


(9)  Jn 6:54, “He who eats My flesh and drinks My blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day.”


(10)  Jn 6:68, “Simon Peter answered Him, ‘Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have words of eternal life.”


(11)  Jn 10:28, “furthermore I give eternal life to them, and they will absolutely not perish forever; in addition someone will not snatch them out of My hand.”


(12)  Jn 12:25, “He who loves his life loses it, and he who hates his life in this world will preserve it for eternal life.”


(13)  Jn 12:50, “In fact I know that His commandment is eternal life.   Therefore the things which I speak, just as the Father has spoken to Me, so I am speaking.”
2.  “that they may know You, the only true God,”

a.  Eternal life is that people may know the only true God—God the Father.  Because of the reference to the Lord Jesus Christ in the next clause, the word “God” here can only refer to the Father.

b.  What is “knowing” God?  It is spending time with Him, listening to Him, understanding Him, watching Him, living with Him, talking with Him.  The eternal state for believers will be a life of spending time with God, watching, listening, talking, and living with Him.  Eternal life is a life of coming to know God the Father, which occurs through knowing God the Son and through the teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit.

c.  The adjective “true” implies that there are many false gods.  Satan will represent himself as the ultimate false god through the activities of the Antichrist in the Tribulation.  There have been dozens of false gods introduced by demons in the history of mankind.  The whole pantheon of demon gods have been a part of Egyptian, Persian, Assyrian, Babylonian, Greek and Roman cultures.  Unbelievers have known the false gods.  Believers have known the only true God.


d.  There will be no demon gods for the unbeliever to worship in the lake of fire.  The unbeliever will then know that there was only one true God, whom they willingly and willfully rejected.
3.  “and Jesus Christ whom You have sent.”

a.  Eternal life is knowing God the Father and Jesus Christ.  We know the Father through knowing the Son, Jn 14:7, “If you have known Me, you will also know My Father; from now on you know Him, and have seen Him.”  Eternal life is living with the Lord Jesus Christ, just as it is living with God the Father.  We have to live with someone to really get to know them.  And it will take an eternity to get to know God.

b.  The title “Jesus Christ” was also used by John in Jn 1:17, “Because the Law was given through the agency of Moses; grace and truth came about through the agency of Jesus Christ.”  Peter used this name several times:



(1)  Acts 2:38, “Then Peter [said] to them, ‘Change your mind, and each of you be baptized [cleansed] on the basis of the person of Jesus Christ resulting in the forgiveness of your sins, and then you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”


(2)  Acts 3:6, “Then Peter said, ‘I do not have silver and gold, but what I do have I give to you: By means of the person of Jesus Christ the Nazarene walk!’”


(3)  Acts 4:10, “let it be known to you all and to all the people of Israel that by the person of Jesus Christ, the Nazarene, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead by this person this man stands here before you healthy.”
The title became a fixed name for the person of Jesus as seen in its use by Luke in Acts 8:12, “But when they believed Philip’s proclaiming the good news about the kingdom of God and the person of Jesus Christ, both men and women were being baptized.”

c.  The Lord Jesus Christ again mentions the fact that God the Father sent Him into the world.  This theme has been repeated constantly throughout this gospel.  Jn 5:23b, “He who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent Him.”  Jn 5:36-37a, “But I have the testimony [which is] greater than John; for the works which the Father has given to Me in order that I might accomplish them, the very works which I do testify about Me that the Father has sent Me.  In fact the Father who sent Me, He has testified about Me.”  Jn 6:44, “No one is able to come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him.”  Jn 6:57, “Just as the Living Father sent Me,”  Jn 8:16b, “for I am not alone, but I and the Father who sent Me.”  Jn 8:18b, “and the Father who sent Me testifies about Me.”  Jn 12:49, “Because I did not speak on My own initiative, but the Father Himself who sent Me has given to Me a commandment with reference to what I should say and what I should speak.”  Jn 14:24b, “in fact the message which you hear is not Mine, but the Father’s who sent Me.”  Not included here are the many uses of the phrase “the One who sent Me,” which also refers to the sending of the Lord Jesus Christ.

d.  Compare our verse with John’s statement in 1 Jn 5:20, “Now we know that the Son of God has come and has given us the faculty for perception, in order that we may understand the real [objective reality] (because we live in the real [objective reality]) with reference to His Son Jesus Christ.  He is the true God and eternal life.”

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “iēsous is a transliteration of the Hebrew ‘Joshua,’ meaning ‘Jehovah is salvation,’ i.e., ‘is the Savior,’ a common name among the Jews.  It was given to the Son of God in Incarnation as His personal name, in obedience to the command of an angel to Joseph, the husband of His Mother, Mary, shortly before He was born, Mt 1:21.  By it He is spoken of throughout the Gospel narratives generally.  ‘Jesus Christ’ occurs only in Mt 1:1, 18; Mk 1:1; Jn 1:17; 17:3.  In Acts the name ‘Jesus’ is found frequently.  ‘Lord Jesus’ is the normal usage, as in Acts 8:16; 19:5, 17; see also the reports of the words of Stephen, 7:59, of Ananias, 9:17, and of Paul, 16:31; though both Peter, 10:36, and Paul, 16:18, also used ‘Jesus Christ.’  “In the epistles of James, Peter, John and Jude, the personal name is not once found alone, but in Revelation eight times: 1:9; 12:17; 14:12; 17:6; 19:10 (twice); 20:4; 22:16.  In the epistles of Paul ‘Jesus’ appears alone just thirteen times, and in the Hebrews eight times; in the latter the title ‘Lord’ is added once only, at 13:20.  In the epistles of James, Peter, John, and Jude, men who had companied with the Lord in the days of His flesh, ‘Jesus Christ’ is the invariable order of the Name and Title, for this was the order of their experience; as ‘Jesus’ they knew Him first, that He was Messiah they learned finally in His resurrection.  But Paul came to know Him first in the glory of heaven, Acts 9:1-6, and his experience being thus the reverse of theirs, the reverse order, ‘Christ Jesus,’ is of frequent occurrence in his letters.  In Paul’s letters the order is always in harmony with the context.  Thus ‘Christ Jesus’ describes the Exalted One who emptied Himself, Phil 2:5, and testifies to His pre–existence; ‘Jesus Christ’ describes the despised and rejected One Who was afterwards glorified, Phil 2:11, and testifies to His resurrection.”


b.  “Eternal life is set forth in terms of knowing God.  The Jews did not know God, though they knew much about him.  It is the claim of this verse and this whole Gospel that the knowledge of God which brings eternal life comes only through the knowledge of the Son.  Since the Father and the Son are one, the knowledge is one.  The knowledge of God implies the knowledge of his ways as well as of his person, and so includes the perception of his plan of salvation from sin.”


c.  “The implication of eternal life is that God and Christ may be known.  The title the only true God is not found elsewhere in John and is here intended to contrast with the many contemporary false gods.  This is the only occasion when Jesus is recorded to have used the title Jesus Christ.”


d.  “The parameters for the giving of this eternal life are clearly established by the stated mission of Jesus to the effect that ‘they may know…the only true God’ and His specially sent agent.  …while God’s intention is that everyone or all people should be given eternal life, receiving this bestowal is inseparably linked to knowing God and his special Son.  Moreover, the God about whom the prayer speaks is not some generally defined ‘god’ within the world of many gods.  God here is defined by two specific adjectival limitations.  God is, first, the one and only God; and, second, God is absolutely genuine or authentic.”


e.  “In contrast to the pluralistic claims of contemporary religious culture, eternal life comes only to those who know (the Greek word implies not mere intellectual knowledge, but a deep, intimate love relationship) … the only true God (Jer 10:10; 1 Thes 1:9; 1 Jn 5:20; 1 Cor 8:6) and that is possible only through Jesus Christ whom He has sent.  The essence of eternal life is participation in the blessed, everlasting life of Christ through union with Him.  It is the life of God in the soul of man.  Because believers have Christ’s life in them, they also possess His peace, love, and joy.  The life that God predetermined to give the redeemed is a life of shared communion with Him.  Eternal life refers to a quality of life, and not just a quantity of life.  It is much more than living forever; it is enjoying intimate fellowship with God both now and forever.  It cannot be reduced merely to endless existence, since the unredeemed in hell will also live forever.  Because eternal life is a quality of life, it is not only a future possession, but also a present reality.  ‘These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may know that you have eternal life’ (1 Jn 5:13).  Thus, believers enjoy eternal life even now as they experience the rich blessings that come through their personal and intimate fellowship with Christ.  Of course, they will most fully experience that life in the age to come, when they see Christ face-to-face (1 Cor 13:12) and worship Him in the perfect, unending glory and joy of heaven.”


f.  “Eternal life, as defined here by Jesus, involves the experience of knowing the only true God through His Son (cf. Mt 11:27).  It is a personal relationship of intimacy which is continuous and dynamic. The word ‘know’ is often used in the Septuagint and sometimes in the Greek New Testament to describe the intimacy of a sexual relationship.  Thus a person who knows God has an intimate personal relationship with Him.  And that relationship is eternal, not temporal.  Eternal life is not simply endless existence.  Everyone will exist somewhere forever (Mt 25:46), but the question is, ‘In what condition or in what relationship will they spend eternity?’”


g.  “What is ‘eternal life’?  It is knowing God personally.  Not just knowing about Him, but having a personal relationship with Him through faith in Jesus Christ.  We cannot know the Father apart from the Son (Jn 14:6–11).  It is not enough simply to ‘believe in God’; this will never save a lost soul from eternal hell.  ‘The demons also believe, and tremble’ (Jam 2:19).  Our Lord’s debate with the Jewish leaders (Jn 8:12ff) makes it clear that people may be devoutly religious and still not know God.  Eternal life is not something we earn by character or conduct; it is a gift we receive by admitting we are sinners, repenting [changing our mind about God loving us and our need of His salvation], and believing on Jesus Christ and Jesus Christ alone.”
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