John 1:1
John 16:9



 is the preposition PERI plus the adverbial genitive of reference from the feminine singular noun HAMARTIA, which means “concerning the sin.”  The absence of the article indicates that high quality of the noun, meaning that this is the greatest of all sins.  This sin is THE sin of all sins.  Then we have the postpositive coordinating conjunction MEN, which is typically used with DE, meaning “on the one hand…on the other,” but we have no conjunction DE in the next clause.  It is also used as an intensive particle, meaning “indeed.”

“indeed, concerning the sin”
 is the explanatory use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “that—HOTI alone is used for the phrase EIS EKEINO HOTI, meaning: ‘with regard to the fact that, in consideration of the fact that’ (but it is probably that in this and similar passages the causal force of HOTI comes to the fore) Jn 2:18; 8:22; 9:17; 11:47; 16:9–11.”
  This is followed by the negative OU, meaning “not” plus the third person plural present active indicative from the verb PISTEUW, which means “to believe.”


The present tense is a static present for a state or condition that perpetually exists.  This could also be regarded as an aoristic present, which regards the state of being as a fact.


The active voice indicates that unbelievers produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.

Finally, we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “in Me” and referring to the Lord Jesus Christ.

“that they do not believe in Me;”
Jn 16:9 corrected translation
“indeed, concerning the sin that they do not believe in Me;”
Explanation:
1.  “indeed, concerning sin”

a.  The Lord continues His teaching of the disciples with a further explanation of the ministry of the Holy Spirit on earth in the near future.  This verse is the continuation of the thought/sentence begun in the previous verse.  The sentence thus far says, “And when He comes, He will convince the world concerning sin and concerning righteousness and concerning judgment; indeed, concerning sin, because they do not believe in Me;”

b.  The Holy Spirit is coming to convince the world about the person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ.  He will do this through the gospel messages of believers, such as the message given by Peter on Pentecost the resulted in 3000 people believing in the Lord Jesus Christ and being saved.


c.  The first thing the Holy Spirit has to convince people of is their sinfulness and need to be saved from their state of sinfulness.  The word “sin” does not have an article, which indicates that we may be dealing with the high quality of this sin, meaning the ultimate in sinfulness; that is, the most and greatest sin of all.  If this is the case, then the translation could actually be “indeed, concerning the sin.”  This would then mean that the following HOTI would not be causal (translated ‘because’), but would be explanatory, which should be translated “that.”  Thus the thought would be: “indeed, concerning the sin that they do not believe in Me.”


d.  The greatest sin of all sins is the sin of not believing in Christ.  This is the unpardonable sin for which no man can be forgiven.  The Holy Spirit has to convince the unbelievers of the world that they are sinners and that not believing in Jesus as the Christ is the greatest sin of all.  Therefore, as you read some of the comments by commentators on this passage, you will notice that some emphasize the general state of sinfulness of the unbeliever and others emphasize the one sin of not believing in Christ.  Both situations are true and both need to be emphasized.  Unbelievers are in a general state of sinfulness from the imputation of Adam’s original sin at birth.  And this general state of sinfulness results in the active function of a nature to sin, which produces personal sins throughout one’s life.  But the greatest of all sins that a sinner can commit is the refusal to believe in the unconditional love of the Lord Jesus Christ, who went to the Cross and was judged in place of the sinner that he or she might have eternal life.  That greatest demonstration of unconditional love by God must be believed in order to be saved from eternal separation from God.  Refusal to believe that God loved us so much that He did that for us is the one sin that God will not forgive, and the one sin for which the unbeliever is judged.

2.  “that they do not believe in Me;”

a.  Jesus then gives the reason (or explanation ‘that’) why the Holy Spirit must convince the world of unbelievers concerning sin.  He must convince them that their great sin is not believing in Christ.


b.  After the Cross God can no longer treat unbelievers as sinners because of their personal sins.  Why not?  Because those personal sins were judged at the Cross.  Since they were already judged at the Cross, God cannot hold those sins against the unbeliever, which is why those sins are never mentioned at the last judgment.  The only sin God holds against the unbeliever is the sin of not believing in Christ.


c.  What was the sin that God held against the nation of Israel?  That they did not believe that Jesus was their Messiah, the Son of God, the God of Israel.


d.  The Scriptures are consistent in the message that a person must believe in Christ in order to be saved.  That message has never changed throughout human history.  It is the message of the Church now, is the message of the 144,000 Jewish evangelists during the Tribulation, and will be the message of our Lord Jesus Christ to every person born during His millennial reign.


e.  God the Father can and does forgive us our sins, but He cannot and will not forgive those who reject what His Son did for us on the Cross.  That sin is too grave to be forgiven.  Therefore, the first and most important ministry of the Holy Spirit during the Church Age is to work through the evangelical message of believers to convince the unbeliever of the reality of their state of sinfulness and the one great unforgivable sin that results—failure to believe in Christ.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “For the reason that the sin of the world came to sharp focus in the rejection of Jesus when there should have been acceptance of him, the Spirit makes this the important issue.”


b.  “Without this conviction by the Paraclete such men actually have a pride of intellectual superiority in refusing to believe on Jesus.”


c.  “The world has no true understanding of the nature of sin, but the Spirit will show people that they are sinners because of their unbelief in Christ.”


d.  “As John turned to the specific features of this triad, he first considered the Paraclete’s role in regard to the issue of sin.  The basic reasons for the overall charge of sin here is that the people of the world ‘do not believe’ in Jesus.  Not to believe means rejecting Jesus.  Such a charge of rejecting Jesus would be regarded by John as the equivalent of Israel’s rejection or rebellion against God in the Old Testament (Ex 32:1–8; Num 25:1–9).  The idea of sin here is not merely conceived in terms of a listing of erroneous acts but of the fundamental act of choosing another god.  Such an act of rejection means that one stands above God in the way in which Adam and Eve first rebelled against God in the Garden.  Morris is certainly correct when he states, ‘The basic sin is the sin that puts self at the center of things and consequently refuses to believe.’”


e.  “The singular form of HAMARTIA (sin) refers not to sin in general but specifically to the ultimate sin of refusing to believe in Jesus Christ.  It is that sin that finally damns people, since all others are forgiven when a person believes in Him (Mt 12:31–32).  In Jn 3:18 Jesus said, ‘He who believes in Him (Christ) is not judged; he who does not believe has been judged already, because he has not believed in the name [person] of the only begotten [uniquely-born] Son of God.’  He solemnly warned the unbelieving Jews, ‘Unless you believe that I am He, you will die in your sins’ (Jn 8:24).  The sole issue that determines people’s eternal destiny is how they react to the Spirit’s convicting ministry concerning their own sin [of rejection of Jesus] and the provision of forgiveness by grace through Jesus Christ.”


f.  “Today the greatest sin is the failure to believe in Jesus (Jn 3:18; 15:22, 24).  Most people do not readily admit to being guilty of sin. They will admit to failures or vices or even crimes.  However, sin is against God, and people have suppressed the truth of God (Rom 1:18, 21, 25, 28).  The mighty working of the Holy Spirit is necessary to convince and convict people of their desperate plight.”


g.  “The Holy Spirit convicts the world of one particular sin, the sin of unbelief.  The law of God and the conscience of man will convict the sinner of his sins (plural) specifically; but it is the work of the Spirit, through the witness of the believers, to expose the unbelief of the lost world.  After all, it is unbelief that condemns the lost sinner (Jn 3:18–21), not the committing of individual sins.”
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