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

 is the comparative use of the conjunction KATHWS, meaning “Just as,” followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb AGAPAW, which means “to love unconditionally.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.  The NASB translates this like a culminative aorist (“has loved”), which indicates emphasis on the results of a completed action.  However, the Father’s love for the Lord Jesus Christ is not a completed action.  It goes on forever.  Therefore, it stands as a timeless fact.


The active voice indicates that God the Father produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “Me” and referring to the Lord Jesus Christ.  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun PATĒR, meaning “the Father.”

“Just as the Father unconditionally loved Me,”
 is the combination of KAI and EGW into the word KAGW, meaning “I also.”  The conjunction KAI is used in its adjunctive sense.  EGW is the nominative subject first person singular personal pronoun “I.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the second person plural person pronoun SU, meaning “you” and referring to the disciples.  This is followed by the first person singular aorist active indicative of the verb AGAPAW, which means “to love unconditionally.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the Lord Jesus Christ has produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“I also unconditionally loved you;”
 is the second person singular aorist active imperative from the verb MENW, which means “to remain, stay, live, dwell, lodge; continue, abide; persist, continue to live; await.  Here the most likely meaning is to continue to exist, remain, last, persist, continue to live, of persons Jn 12:34; 21:22f; 1 Cor 15:6; Phil 1:25; Heb 7:24; 1 Jn 2:17; Rev 17:10.”


The aorist tense is an ingressive aorist, which views the action in its entirety from the viewpoint of its beginning.  The idea then is “begin to continue to live in the sphere of My love.”


The active voice indicates that the disciples and all Church Age believers are expected to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the feminine singular article and noun AGAPĒ plus the article and first person singular adjective EMOS, meaning “in the sphere of My unconditional love.”

“continue to live in the sphere of My unconditional love.”
Jn 15:9 corrected translation
“Just as the Father unconditionally loved Me, I also unconditionally loved you; continue to live in the sphere of My unconditional love.”
Explanation:
1.  “Just as the Father unconditionally loved Me,”

a.  Jesus continues teaching His disciples after the last supper by setting up a comparison between God the Father’s unconditional love for Him and His unconditional love for the disciples.  God the Father loved the Lord Jesus Christ with a perfect, unconditional love.  It didn’t matter if Jesus was in heaven in eternity past, on earth living among men, or on the Cross bearing our sins.  God the Father still loved Him perfectly and eternally without strings attached or any conditions attached to that love.  This is the love of virtue, honor, and integrity based upon the character of God that is shared by the three members of the Trinity for one another and for all their creatures.  God loved Satan both before and after his fall with this same unconditional love.  Satan doesn’t believe that now, but that doesn’t change God’s virtuous love for those whom He creates and gives life.


b.  The Father loved (and loves) God the Son unconditionally.  Jesus has mentioned to before in His teaching.



(1)  Jn 3:35, “The Father unconditionally loves the Son and has given all things into His hand.”



(2)  Jn 5:20a, “For the Father loves the Son, and shows all things to Him that He Himself is doing;”


(3)  Jn 10:17, “For this reason the Father loves Me, because I lay down My life, in order that I may receive it again.”


c.  Therefore, on one side of the comparison we see God the Father’s immutable love for God the Son.

2.  “I also unconditionally loved you;”

a.  Now Jesus tells the disciples (and us) the other side of the comparison.  The Lord Jesus Christ has also unconditionally loved them (and us).  The Lord Jesus Christ loved the disciples with the same unconditional love that God the Father had for Him and that He had for God the Father.  What an astounding statement.  The amazing thing about unconditional love is that it depends totally on the character of the person having the love and has nothing to do with the character of the recipient of that love.  For example, Jesus loved Satan as much as He loves you, because Jesus’ love comes from His virtue totally independent of the character, sinfulness, or behavior of Satan.  Another example: Jesus loved Judas when he betrayed Him as much as He loved Peter when he denied Him.  I am not talking about personal love for another person; that love has all kinds of strings attached to it, and depends greatly on the character of the other person.  Unconditional love has nothing to do with personal feelings; it has to do with thoughtfulness, kindness, patient, toleration, respect and forgiveness toward others, especially when they wrong you.  Imagine this scene in heaven:  Satan falls; Jesus tells him that he is sinful; Satan rejects the implication in his arrogance; Jesus says, ‘I forgive you because I love you from My integrity’; Satan in his arrogance replies, ‘I didn’t do anything wrong; I’m not guilty; I don’t need your forgiveness; and if You really loved Me You would admit that You are to blame for creating Me like I am.’  Jesus then replies, ‘This is your last chance to believe in My love and forgiveness; take it or leave it.’  Satan retorts, ‘No thanks, I’ll leave it.’  Jesus: ‘Then you are sentenced to an eternal lake of fire’.  Jesus never stopped loving Satan, whom He created.  Satan stopped appreciating the love of God.


b.  The fact that Jesus unconditionally loved the disciples (and by extension us) has previously been mentioned by John and stated by the Lord in:



(1)  Jn 13:1, “Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus, knowing that His hour had come that He would depart from this world to the Father, having unconditionally loved His own in the world, unconditionally loved them to the end.”



(2)  Jn 13:23, “There was reclining near the chest of Jesus one of His disciples, whom Jesus loved.”



(3)  Jn 13:34, “A new commandment I give to you, that you unconditionally love one another; just as I have unconditionally loved you, that you also unconditionally love one another.”



(4)  Jn 14:21, “He who has My commandments and obeys them is the one who unconditionally loves Me; and he who unconditionally loves Me will be unconditionally loved by My Father, and I will unconditionally love him and will reveal Myself to him.’”


c.  The Father’s unconditional love is one of the things Jesus has seen the Father doing, with the result that He keeps doing the same thing, Jn 5:19, “Therefore Jesus answered and said to them, ‘Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son is not able to do anything from the source of Himself, except something He sees the Father doing; for whatever He does, these things the Son also does in the same way.”

3.  “continue to live in the sphere of My unconditional love.”

a.  The Greek verb MENW has two basic meanings that come into combination here.  The first meaning is to remain or stay where you are or continue doing what you are doing.  The second meaning is to live somewhere.  When you combine the two ideas (as the Greeks did) the word was also used for continuing to live somewhere or continuing to live in a certain way.  That is what we have here.  God expects us to continue to live in a certain way.  That way is explained as “in the sphere of God’s unconditional love.”  God expects us to have the same virtuous love that He has toward others.  He expects us to have the same love based upon virtue from the Bible doctrine in our soul.  The manifestation of this love toward God is appreciation of the love that God has for us.  The manifestation of this love toward others is respect, toleration, kindness, thoughtfulness and forgiveness (among many other things).  


b.  The result of continuing to live in the sphere of our Lord’s unconditional love is stated in Jn 14:23, “Jesus answered and said to him, ‘If anyone unconditionally loves Me, he will obey My teaching; and My Father will unconditionally love him, and We will come to him and make a home with him.”  Living in the sphere of unconditional love is living the spiritual life that our Lord designed, created, tested during the First Advent, and provided for us.  Living this spiritual life requires us to do four essential things in the sphere of developing and applying unconditional love:



(1)  We must continue to learn the word of God, so we understand the unconditional love God has for us and is expected of us toward others.



(2)  We must continue to obey the word of God we have learned as the demonstration of our unconditional love for God.



(3)  We must appreciate the unconditional love that God has for us by reciprocating that love in all we think, say, and do.



(4)  We must demonstrate our unconditional love toward others as our witness to being believers in Christ.


c.  The disciples were not yet living in the sphere of the unconditional love of God as seen by Jesus’ previous statement in Jn 14:28, “If you were loving Me unconditionally, you would have rejoiced because I am going to the Father.”  Instead of loving Jesus unconditionally, the disciples were arguing among one another as to which of them would be greater in the kingdom of heaven.  Therefore, what Jesus is commanding the disciples to do here is to begin living in the sphere of His love (see the notes above on the ingressive aorist of the verb MENW).


d.  Paul summarized the importance of unconditional love for others in the following words: “If I speak with the languages of mankind and angels, but I do not have unconditional love, I have become a sounding brass or a clanging symbol.  And if I have the spiritual gift of prophecy and I know all the mysteries; that is, all knowledge; and if I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains from one place to another place, but I do not have unconditional love, I am nothing.  And if I give away all my possessions to feed those in need of help, and if I deliver over my body in order that I might boast, but I do not have unconditional love, I accomplish nothing.  …But actually these three continue: faith, confidence, unconditional love.  But unconditional love [is] the greatest of these,” 1 Cor 13:1-3, 13.


e.  Therefore, God the Father has loved and continues to love the Lord Jesus Christ with a love that has no conditions placed upon it.  God the Son has not only loved the Father in the same way, but also loves the disciples and us in the same way.  Now the Lord commands us to love one another the same by living in the sphere of that love in all we think, say, and do.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “In this verse the focus turns again so that the theme of abiding merges into the crucial Johannine theme of love.  Here some of the elements of the circle of love are enunciated.  They are as follows: the Father loves the Son (Jn 3:35; 17:23), and the Son obediently loves the Father (Jn 10:17; 14:31); the Son loves his followers, and they are to love and obey him (Jn 13:34; 14:15, 23); loving and obeying the Son means being loved by the Father (Jn 14:21, 23; 17:23); being loved by the Son also implies loving one another (Jn 13:34; 15:12, 17); God not only loves the disciples but loves the world and gave his Son for its people (Jn 3:16); but many in the world love darkness and do not do the will of God (Jn 3:19; 14:24).  In his first epistle John carries the theme of love further and insists that the disciple must not love in words only but in actual deeds of love (1 Jn 3:18) and that hating one’s brother is actually an indication of not loving God (1 Jn 3:15) because love is the sign of knowing God (1 Jn 4:7).  Bearing fruit therefore means loving others as God loves them and giving witness to the world.  Such fruit bearing is possible only by abiding in Jesus, the Vine.”


b.  “To ‘remain’ in Jesus is also to remain in His love, just as Jesus throughout His life remained in the Father’s love.  This must means primarily remaining in the love that Jesus has for His disciples—rejoicing in its reality, depending on its support, doing nothing to grieve it, but on the contrary engaging in that which delights the Lover.  Not surprisingly, then, to ‘remain’ in Jesus further entails ‘keeping the commands’ of Jesus, as He kept His Father’s commands and remained in His love.”
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