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

 is the nominative subject from the feminine singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “This,” followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: is.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which regards the state of being as a fact without any emphasis on its beginning, end, progress or result.


The active voice indicates that the commandment of Jesus produces the state of being what it is.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the predicate nominative from the feminine singular article and noun ENTOLĒ plus the nominative feminine singular article and first person feminine singular adjective EMOS, meaning “My commandment.”

“This is My commandment,”
 is the conjunction HINA, “introducing a subject clause in apposition with ENTOLĒ (commandment)”
 and is translated simply “that.”  This clause defines the word “This.”  Thus the sentence is saying: “That you love one another is My commandment.”  This is followed by the second person plural present active subjunctive from the verb AGAPAW, which means “to unconditionally love.”


The present tense is a customary and tendential present for an action that has not yet begun, but is reasonably expected to begin now and continue.


The active voice indicates that the disciples are expected to produce the action.


The subjunctive mood is a subjunctive of purpose with an element of contingency, which emphasizes this as a volitional issue in the spiritual lives of these men.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the second person masculine plural reciprocal pronoun ALLĒLON, meaning “one another.”

“that you unconditionally love one another,”

 is the comparative use of the conjunction KATHWS, meaning “just as” plus the first person singular aorist active indicative from the verb AGAPAW, which means “to unconditionally love.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact with emphasis on its results.  The results are that Jesus keeps on loving them unconditionally.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “have.”


The active voice indicates that the Lord Jesus Christ has produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” and referring to the disciples.

“just as I have unconditionally loved you.”
Jn 15:12 corrected translation
“This is My commandment, that you unconditionally love one another, just as I have unconditionally loved you.”
Explanation:
1.  “This is My commandment,”

a.  Jesus continues teaching the disciples after the last supper by stating directly what His supreme commandment is for them in the execution of the spiritual life.  There are many commands by God given in Scripture, but this is THE command for the Church Age and for all believers who are the bride of Christ.


b.  Notice that the Lord Jesus Christ has the authority to issue commands to us for the following reasons:



(1)  He is God and our creator, Col 1:13-16; Rev 10:6.



(2)  He is our high priest, Heb 4:15; 5:6, 10.



(3)  He is the head of the body, Col 1:18.



(4)  He is the Groom, Rev 19:7.

2.  “that you unconditionally love one another,”

a.  The most important commandment for these disciples and all members of the Church is that we love one another.  This love is not the emotional, conditional, vacillating, changeable, temporary love that we call personal love, but the love of honor, integrity, virtue, consistency, immutability and perseverance that is called unconditional or AGAPĒ love in Scripture.  


b.  God expects us to begin and continue to love one another without conditions.


c.  God expects us to love one another on the basis of the honor, virtue, and integrity of the word of God in our souls as our motivator.


d.  God expects us to love one another as a product of the filling of the Holy Spirit.


e.  God expects us to love one another without failure regardless of the difficulties and circumstances of life that Satan throws at us to try and stop that love.  For example, God had an infinite and immutable unconditional virtuous love for Satan.  That love existed both before and after Satan sinned against God.  That love did not change because Satan sinned.  God still loved Satan, but Satan rejected God’s love and anything God’s love could or would do to save him from himself.  Now the Lord Jesus Christ is asking His bride to demonstrate the same kind of love toward others who sin against them as testimony against Satan that this love certainly exists.  Satan claims that this love does not exist and makes this claim by not believing in God’s love.  God the Father sent the Son to the Cross to prove that this love does exist.  Now the Lord Jesus Christ is asking us, the Church, to also testify to the existence of this love by demonstrating it toward others as the supreme witness of our spiritual lives.


f.  So our obedience to this command becomes one of the supreme sacrifices that we offer up to God.  This command is not burdensome because we have the help of the Holy Spirit to produce this love, Gal 5:22, “The fruit of the Spirit is unconditional love [AGAPĒ]…”


g.  The Lord Jesus Christ wants us to demonstrate His love during our spiritual lives, just as He demonstrated this same unconditional love during His spiritual life, which is the point of the next phrase.

3.  “just as I have unconditionally loved you.”

a.  This is the standard of unconditional love set by our Lord during His spiritual life.  He loved the disciples (and all mankind, Jn 3:16) unconditionally.  This is a direct statement of that fact.


b.  Jesus set the standard, the example, the precedent for unconditional love for others.  He proved it with Judas, just as He proved it with Peter.  He demonstrated this unconditional love to the Roman soldiers who came to arrest Him (Jn 18:6, ‘So when He said to them, “I am,” they drew back and fell to the ground’), to Pilate in His trial before him (Jn 19:11, ‘you would have no authority over Me, unless it had been given you from above’), and to the Jews as a nation as they crucified Him (Father, forgive them for they know not what they do.)


c.  Jesus loved every sinner He met, every sinner He saved, and every sinner who did not believe in Him, because Jesus’ love was based upon His immutable righteousness, justice, and love.  His love doesn’t change from one moment to the next based upon how He is treated or who does or does not believe in Him.  His love is unchangeable, immutable, and eternal.  He cannot go back and forth from ‘I love you’ to ‘I don’t love you’.  Jesus always does the right thing and the right thing for God to do is love others.  God is a God of love, which includes the exercise of His justice against those who reject His love.


d.  Therefore, Jesus has given us a command to love one another, which clearly applies to all believers, but also applies to all unbelievers, which is our motivation for the evangelization of all unbelievers—we should not being willing that any should perish, just as our Lord was not willing that any should perish.  And why was He not willing that any should perish?  It was because of His unconditional love for all.


e.  Col 3:12-14 illustrates this command, “Therefore, as the elected ones of God, sanctified and beloved ones, put on the affections of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness [courtesy, considerateness], patience, putting up with one another and forgiving each other.  If anyone has a complaint, just as also the Lord has forgiven you, so also you [forgive them].  But above all these things put on unconditional love [AGAPĒ], which is the bond of completeness.”

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Here is an epitomizing of the Christian’s obligation.  It is no longer an admonition to keep Christ’s commandments in order to abide in his love (verse 10).  It is rather an injunction to concentrate on the one commandment to have love for one another.”


b.  “The ‘commands’ required by Jesus for abiding in his love (Jn 15:10) are in verse 12 encapsulated in one core command or order.  That command is a restatement of the new command that was presented in Jn 13:34–35 as the mark of authentic Christian discipleship.  And here again it is founded on the previous exemplary love of Jesus for them.  The verbs for love are significant here in that the love of the disciples is in the Greek a present continuing tense whereas the love of Jesus is stated in the aorist or past tense.  It is obvious that John has the crucial event of the death and resurrection of the Lord in mind as he states this major discipleship thesis from a post-resurrection perspective.”


c.  “For the second time that evening, Jesus gave the commandment that His followers are to love one another (cf. Jn 13:34).  Love is the fulfillment of the commandments Jesus had referred to in Jn 15:10.  Paul expressed that same principle to the Christians at Rome, Rom 13:8–10.  Only those who abide in Him have the capacity to love divinely as Jesus loved.  Love for fellow believers characterizes the redeemed, as John repeatedly emphasized in his first epistle: 2:9–11; 3:10, 14–15; 4:7–8, 20; 5:1.  The daunting standard for believers’ love for each other is set forth in Jesus’ words ‘just as I have loved you’. They are to love each other as the Lord Jesus Christ loves them.  That does not mean, of course, that believers can love to the limitless extent or in the perfect manner that He does.  But just as Jesus loved sacrificially, so also must they, Eph 5:2.  The love believers have for each other is marked by a selfless devotion to meeting one another’s needs; it is not mere sentiment, or superficial attachment.  In fact, Christians’ love for each other is the church’s most powerful apologetic to the unbelieving world (Jn 13:35).”


d.  “How is it possible for Jesus to command us to love one another?  Can true love be commanded?  You must keep in mind that Christian love is not basically a ‘feeling’; it is an act of the will.  The proof of our love is not in our feelings but in our actions, even to the extent of laying down our lives for Christ and for one another (1 Jn 3:16).  Jesus laid down His life for both His friends and His enemies (Rom 5:10)!  While the emotions are certainly involved, real Christian love is an act of the will.  It means treating others the way God treats us.”


e.  “If this love were just a feeling, such a command would be impossible to fulfill.  But the love Jesus refers to is an act based in a certain state of heart.  Specifically, it is the laying down of one’s life based on willing the good of the other.  By God’s grace we can indeed choose to will the good of the other, and we can choose to act accordingly.”


f.  “In the command to love one another, the call to love God, recited daily by the Jews (Dt 6:4-5) and conjoined by Jesus with the command to love one’s neighbor (Lev 19:18), is subsumed [included].”
  Or to say it in plain English, “The command to love God and one’s neighbor is included in the command to love one another.”
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