John 1:1
John 15:10



 is the third class conditional particle EAN, meaning “If” and it may or may not happen.  Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine plural article and noun ENTOLĒ with the possessive genitive from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “My commandments.”  This is followed by the second person plural aorist active subjunctive from the verb TĒREW, which means “to keep, guard, protect; to persist in obedience: keep, observe, fulfill, pay attention to, especially of law and teaching Mt 19:17; 23:3; 28:20; Acts 15:5; Jam 2:10; Jn 14:15, 21; 15:10; 1 Jn 2:3f; 3:22, 24; 5:3; Rev 12:17; 14:12.”
  The translation “observe” is better than the translation “keep,” since it does not create the confusion with the meaning ‘to keep’ in the sense of guarding or protecting.


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety.


The active voice indicates that believers produce the action.


The subjunctive mood is a potential subjunctive, which emphasizes the use of one’s volition.
“If you observe My commandments,”
 is the second person plural future active indicative from the verb MENW, which means “to remain, continue, abide, dwell, stay, continue to live.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that obedient believers will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the feminine singular article and noun AGAPĒ plus the possessive genitive from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “in the sphere of My unconditional love.”

“you will continue to live in the sphere of My unconditional love;”
 is the comparative conjunction KATHWS, meaning “just as” plus the nominative subject from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “I” and referring to Jesus.  Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine plural article and noun ENTOLĒ, which means “the commandments.”  With this we have the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun PATĒR plus the possessive genitive from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “of My Father; or My Father’s commandments.”  This is followed by the first person singular perfect active indicative from the verb TĒREW, which means “to observe, keep; guard protect, etc.”


The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes a past, completed action and is translated by the use of the auxiliary verb “have.”


The active voice indicates that Jesus has produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“just as I have observed My Father’s commandments”
 is the continuative/additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the first person singular present active indicative from the verb MENW, which means “to continue to live; to stay, abide, remain, dwell, continue, etc.”


The present tense is a retroactive progressive present for what began in the past and continues in the present.


The active voice indicates that Jesus has and continues to produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “His” and referring to God the Father.  With this we have the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the feminine singular article and noun AGAPĒ, meaning “in the sphere of His unconditional love.”

“and continue of live in the sphere of His unconditional love.”
Jn 15:10 corrected translation
“If you observe My commandments, you will continue to live in the sphere of My unconditional love; just as I have observed My Father’s commandments and continue of live in the sphere of His unconditional love.”
Explanation:
1.  “If you observe My commandments,”

a.  Jesus continues His teaching of the disciples after the last supper with another third class conditional statement that involves the use of the their volition.  The Greek word EAN means “if” and it may or may not happen, which indicates that believers have the choice to observe or obey the commandments of Jesus or not do so.  This was, of course, demonstrated by the Jewish believers that came out of Egypt in the Exodus.  They were all believers and died in the desert for their disobedience.


b.  The fact that Jesus has issued commands to these disciples (and by extension to all believers) has been seen throughout the gospel of John.  The teaching instructions of the Lord Jesus Christ don’t have to be in the form of a command to be a command.  A suggestion by a general officer in the Army is a polite command.  He doesn’t have to give a direct order.  There are direct and indirect orders and Jesus used both.


c.  The Greek verb TĒREW means “to keep, guard, protect; to persist in obedience: keep, observe, fulfill, pay attention to, especially of law and teaching.”  The Lord expects us to learn what He wants us to do and then do it.  We are not to be hearers of the word of God only, but doers also.  1 Jn 3:18, “Little children, let us not love with verbal expression nor with the tongue but in actions and truth.”

d.  So the condition for this promise is to obey the commands or teaching of the Lord.

2.  “you will continue to live in the sphere of My unconditional love;”

a.  This clause defines exactly what our obedience entails.  The Lord commands and expects us to continue to live in the sphere of His unconditional love.


b.  To live in the sphere of God’s love means to reciprocate God’s love for us by our unconditional love for Him.  We don’t love God because He does things for us, but because of His great love for us.  “We love [Him] because He first loved us,” 1 Jn 4:19.  Once we learn to love God with no strings attached, then we begin to love others with no strings attached.


c.  Obedience to God demands the function of reciprocal love toward God and unconditional love toward others.  This is the two-sided coin of love that we must all have in order to live the spiritual life that our Lord lived.  The spiritual life is a life of love.  It was summarized by Paul in Gal 5:22-23a, “But the production of the Spirit is unconditional love, joy, harmony [with God], patience, integrity, goodness, doctrinal inculcation and application, humility, self-control.”


d.  Compare our verse with Jn 14:15, “If you unconditionally love Me, you will obey My commandments.”  Unconditional love for God and obedience are interchangeable.  Our love for God produces obedience, and our obedience demonstrates our love for God.  “The perfect love of complete devotion to God is the highest conceivable good.”

3.  “just as I have observed My Father’s commandments”

a.  The standard for what Jesus expects us to do is now given.  The standard for obedience in unconditional love in living the spiritual life is what our Lord did during His first advent.  Our Lord obeyed God the Father perfectly.  He had perfect unconditional love for the Father and for all mankind, including His disciples (all of them, including Judas).


b.  God the Father’s command to Jesus for the First Advent was to demonstrate unconditional love in all His dealings with others with the ultimate demonstration being what He did for every member of the human race on the Cross.  The love of God for the human race (including every unbeliever) as demonstrated by our Lord’s willingness to bear their sins and be judged for them was the ultimate demonstration of God’s love for His creatures.  It resolved the great issue of Satan’s conflict with God.  It resolved the fact that God is a God of unconditional love for all whom He has created.


c.  Jesus observed the Father’s command to live a life of unconditional love, and now our Lord expects all who believe in Him during the Church Age to do likewise.  This standard will also apply during the Tribulation and millennial reign of Christ.


d.  Obedience to the will of God is our demonstration of our reciprocal love for God.  If we will not obey, then we do not love God, and to say that we do only makes us liars.  1 Jn 2:22, “Who is the liar but the one who denies that Jesus is the Christ?  This one is the antichrist—the one who repudiates the Father and the Son.”  The unbeliever denies that Jesus is the Christ, which means that he also rejects the love of God for mankind as demonstrated by what Christ did on the Cross for him.

4.  “and continue of live in the sphere of His unconditional love.”

a.  The result of obedience to the commands of God the Father is continued residence in the sphere of God’s unconditional love.


b.  The Lord Jesus Christ lived in the sphere of God the Father’s unconditional love in eternity past, after the creation of the angels, the universe and mankind, during human history, during the First Advent, during the Second Advent, during His millennial reign, and will do so forever.  There has never been a time nor will there ever be a time when our Lord does not live in the sphere of God the Father’s unconditional love.  The Father has always loved the Son without conditions and will always love the Son without conditions.


c.  Believers are expected to live in the sphere of God’s unconditional love by obeying God the Father, just as our Lord set the standard during His first advent.


d.  How do we continue to live in the sphere of God’s unconditional love.  As explained in the previous verse, we must:



(1)  continue to learn the word of God, so we understand the unconditional love God has for us and is expected of us toward others.



(2)  continue to obey the word of God we have learned as the demonstration of our unconditional reciprocal love for God.



(3)  appreciate the unconditional love that God has for us by reciprocating that love in all we think, say, and do; that is by our obedience to God in all things.



(4)  demonstrate our unconditional love toward others as our witness to being believers in Christ.

5.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  Kenneth Wuest defines AGAPAW type love as follows: “AGAPAW speaks of a love which is awakened by a sense of value in an object which causes one to prize it.  It springs from an apprehension of the preciousness of an object.  It is a love of esteem and approbation.  The quality of this love is determined by the character of the one who loves, and that of the object loved.  AGAPAW is used in Jn 3:16.  God’s love for a sinful and lost race springs from His heart in response to the high value He places upon each human soul.  Every sinner is exceedingly precious in His sight.”
  The part I put in italics is the most important and most correct thing he said.  Certainly God places a high value upon each human soul.  But the value is determined by the character of the One who places that value.  God loves each human soul, and therefore, did everything necessary to save every human soul.  But the value is found in the unconditional love of God, not in the soul of those who hate God and totally reject His love.


b.  “The Son’s obedience to the Father is the pattern for the disciples’ obedience to the Son.”


c.  “In Jn 14:15 it was said that loving Jesus would result in obeying or keeping His commands and ‘word,’ (14:23).  But in the present text the order is completely reversed.  Accordingly, here obeying/keeping his commands results in abiding in Jesus’ love.  The only natural conclusion from these virtually reversible statements, therefore, is that they are so interrelated and inseparable that you cannot have one without the other.  Moreover, once again the relationship of the disciple to Jesus in terms of obedience and love is modeled on the relationship of the Son to the Father.”


d.  “True branches operate in full cooperation with the source of life, keeping His commandments by following the perfect example of the Lord Jesus Christ, who always obeyed the Father.  As Jesus had earlier told those who professed faith in Him, ‘If you continue in My word, then you are truly disciples of Mine’ (Jn 8:31).  Obedience proves that a person’s love for Christ is genuine (Jn 14:15, 21, 23), a point John makes clear in his first epistle: believers confess their sins (1:9), unbelievers deny them (1:8, 10); believers obey God’s commandments (2:3), unbelievers do not (2:4); believers demonstrate love for others (2:10), unbelievers do not (2:9, 11); believers live in patterns of righteous (3:6), unbelievers do not (3:9).  But that does not mean that those who love Christ will always obey perfectly; there are times when we lapse into disobedience and fail to abide fully in Christ.”


e.  “A believer is motivated by the wonder of Jesus’ love, which is patterned after the Father’s love in its quality and extent.  ‘Remain in My love’ might seem to be mystical but Jesus makes it very concrete.  Obedience to the Father’s commands is the same for a disciple as it was for the Son.  Active dependence and loving obedience are the proper paths for all of God’s children.”


f.  “For the disciples to remain in Jesus’ love for the Father, they must share in Jesus’ obedience.  Their obedience is itself the fruit of their remaining in Jesus because it is a characteristic of His love.”
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