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
 is the third person plural imperfect active indicative from the verb BLEPW, which means “to see; to look at.”

The imperfect tense is an inceptive (ingressive, inchoative) imperfect, which emphasizes the beginning of a past, continuing action.  It is translated with the English word “began.”


The active voice indicates that the disciples produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the third person masculine plural reciprocal pronoun ALLĒLWN, meaning “toward or at one another.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine plural article and noun MATHĒTĒS, meaning “the disciples.”
“The disciples began looking at one another,”
 is the nominative masculine plural present middle participle from the verb APOREW, which means “to be in a confused state of mind: be at a loss, be in doubt, be uncertain Mk 6:20; Lk 24:4; uncertain as to which one he meant Jn 13:22.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what was occurring at that moment.


The middle voice is an indirect middle, which emphasizes the personal responsibility of each disciple for producing the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the preposition PERI plus the adverbial genitive of reference from the masculine singular indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “concerning or about whom.”  Finally, we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb LEGW, meaning “to say; to speak.”


The present tense is a historical present, which describes the past event in the present for the sake of vividness in the narrative.


The active voice indicates that Jesus was producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“being at a loss concerning whom He was speaking.”
Jn 13:22 corrected translation
“The disciples began looking at one another, being at a loss concerning whom He was speaking.”
Explanation:
1.  “The disciples began looking at one another,”

a.  Jesus has just announced at the last supper that one of the disciples sitting and eating with them will betray Jesus by delivering Him over to the Jewish authorities; that is, having Him arrested, so that He may be killed by them.  Remember that the Jewish leaders of the Sanhedrin and the Pharisees had been looking for over a year for any excuse to arrest and kill Him and the disciples all knew it.

b.  The reaction of Jesus’ statement is shocked silence, but not disbelief.  The disciples know that Jesus never lies about anything.  In fact, they have seen many demonstrations of His omniscience.  In addition, He has stated that this is an absolute, dogmatic fact.  The disciples prove they believe what He has just said, because they look around at each other to see if they can tell who it is by the reaction on the face of the others.

c.  The disciples begin looking for any sign of guilt.  Judas has a perfect poker face and reveals nothing of his guilt.  His deception of the other disciples continues.

2.  “being at a loss concerning whom He was speaking.”

a.  After several minutes of everyone looking at one another, it was obvious to John that none of them had any clue about who the traitor was.

b.  The disciples were not stupid or dumb in this situation.  They were being perfectly deceived, which has been a problem for mankind since the Garden of Eden.

c.  It should be carefully noted and remembered that Jesus didn’t jump up and accuse Judas directly in front of the others.  There was no telling what the others would have done and it is possible that Peter would have pulled out his knife and killed Judas to prevent the betrayal of Jesus.  Jesus wanted nothing to happen to Judas.  He wanted Judas to fulfill the plan of God and will of Satan in Satan’s scheme to murder Jesus.


d.  Jesus was actually protecting Judas by not revealing that Judas was the traitor.  It is possible that after later realizing that Jesus was protecting him and still loved him that Judas’ own guilt motivated his suicide.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Perplexity about the identity of the betrayer gripped the apostolic circle. Judas had played his part well. He was unsuspected by his fellows.”


b.  “This announcement stunned the disciples, and they began to wonder about whom Jesus was addressing in this indictment. Jesus’ trauma had thus suddenly reached the disciples, and the shock of a forthcoming tragedy, that probably had previously seemed to be somewhat futuristic and unreal, began to descend upon them.  Jesus was desperately serious, and they could undoubtedly gain that sense from the troubled state of his spirit.  In the Synoptics the questioning is more pointed.  Mt 26:22 and Mk 14:19 describe the disciples asking ‘Is it I?’ whereas Luke shows them questioning one another.  But the answer was not very obvious.”


c.  “Stunned by Jesus announcement, the disciples (with the exception of Judas, of course) were thrown into confusion.  Obviously, since they were alone in the room with Jesus (Mt 26:20; Mk 14:17–20; Lk 22:11, 14–15), they knew that one of their number—one of those with whom they had lived and ministered for more than three years, one of those whose feet Jesus had washed, one of those chosen to be His ambassadors—would do the unthinkable and betray Him.  But which one?  It is a tribute to the effectiveness of Judas’s hypocrisy (and to Jesus kindly treating him no differently from the other eleven disciples) that no one suspected him.  Instead of immediately accusing Judas, the disciples began looking at one another, at a loss to know of which one He was speaking.  Mark records that ‘they began to be grieved and to say to Him one by one, “Surely not I?”’ (Mk 14:19)—even ‘Judas, who was betraying Him, said, “Surely it is not I, Rabbi?”’ (Mt 26:25), thus maintaining his deceitful hypocrisy to the end.  Luke adds that ‘they began to discuss among themselves which one of them it might be who was going to do this thing’ (Lk 22:23).  One can only wonder what Judas said.”


d.  “The Twelve were already somewhat disoriented by Jesus’ allusions to his suffering and death, categories they still could not square with their conviction that he was the promised Messiah.  Doubtless references to betrayal and treachery seemed similarly obscure.  Perhaps some wondered if Jesus were referring to disciples just outside the ring of the Twelve; others might have wondered if betrayal would be inadvertent.  Perhaps the notion of betrayal did not seem very threatening to them, since their Master could calm storms, raise the dead, feed the hungry, heal the sick.  What possible disaster could befall him that he could not rectify?”


e.  “That anyone in this close fellowship could do this to Jesus was almost beyond comprehension.  Judas had covered his tracks so well that none of the others suspected him.”


f.  “The remarkable thing is that the others at the table with Jesus did not know that Judas was an unbeliever and a traitor.  Up to the very hour of his treachery, Judas was protected by the Savior whom he betrayed.  Had Jesus openly revealed what He knew about Judas, it is likely that the men would have turned on him.  Remember what Peter did to Malchus when soldiers came to take Jesus!”


g.  “At first the eleven look at each other, each one, feeling himself guiltless, scrutinizing the faces of the others in turn in order to detect some evidence of guilt. They also looked at Judas but saw nothing telltale there. Then each was seized by a sudden secret dread of himself.  Though none of the eleven had harbored such a thought, the positive statement of Jesus made each one shrink with misgiving.  Before that infallible positiveness the feeling of innocence wavered.  Thus, as two of the evangelists report, one after the other began to ask, ‘Surely, it is not I, Lord?’  Lk 22:23 says that they began to dispute among themselves who this one could be. The incident of the sop is reported by John alone, who, however, omits any reference to the words about the Son of man going as it is written of him and about the woe pronounced upon the traitor (Mt 26:24; Mk 14:21).  One cannot help but pause here and wonder how all this affected Judas. His heart must have been adamant to endure it all and not to break down in utter repentance and in abject confession.”
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