John 1:9



 is the third person singular imperative active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: There was.”

The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes a state of being in the past without reference to its completion.


The active voice indicates the situation about to be described produced the action of being what it was.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the predicate nominative from the neuter singular article and noun PHWS, meaning “the Light” plus the nominative neuter singular article and adjective ALĒTHINOS, meaning “true.”  Together the noun and adjective mean “the true Light.”
“There was the true Light,”
 is the nominative subject from the neuter singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “which” and refers to the previous neuter singular noun PHWS = light.  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb PHWTIZW, which means “to enlighten.”


The present tense is a retroactive progressive present, which views an action that began in the past and continues into the present, and is still continuing.


The active voice indicates that the true Light produces the action of enlightening all men.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine singular adjective PAS, meaning “all” plus the noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “men.”

“which…enlightens all men,”
 is the appositional nominative neuter singular present deponent middle/passive participle from the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come.”

The explanatory nominative relates back to the neuter singular noun PHWS at the beginning of the verb and is the subject of this thought.


The present tense is a descriptive present, which describes the continuing action of the Light after He came into the world.


The deponent middle/passive voice functions in an active sense with the Light producing the action of coming into the world.


The participle is circumstantial and explanatory

Finally, we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the masculine singular article and noun KOSMOS, meaning “into the world.”

“coming into the world.”
Jn 1:9 corrected translation
“There was the true Light, which, coming into the world, enlightens all men.”
Explanation:

1.  “There was the true Light,”

a.  The true Light is the Lord Jesus Christ and His message of eternal salvation.  The true light is in contrast to the true Darkness.  That darkness is Satan and his message of rejection of the love of God.

b.  John makes a definitive statement here that there was such a person as “the true Light.”  John’s assertion here is verified by other statements in Scripture:


(1)  Lk 1:79, “To shine upon those who sit in darkness and the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.”



(2)  Lk 2:32, “A Light of revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory of Your people Israel.”



(3)  Jn 8:12, “Then Jesus again spoke to them, saying, ‘I am the Light of the world; he who follows Me will not walk in the darkness, but will have the Light of life.”


(4)  Jn 9:5, “While I am in the world, I am the Light of the world.”


(5)  1 Pet 2:9, “You [are] the elect people, the royal priesthood, the holy nation, the people for the purpose of possession, in order that you might proclaim the virtues of Him who called you from darkness into His wonderful light.”



(6)  2 Cor 4:4, “in whom, the god of this age has blinded their unbelieving minds, that they might not see distinctly and discern the truth [illumination] of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.”

2.  “which, coming into the world,”

a.  The relative pronoun “which” refers back to the true Light just mentioned.  This is another statement by John that the true Light came into the world.  It is a declaration of the incarnation of the Son of God.

b.  There were those in certain segments of Gnosticism who were beginning to deny that God could come into the world, since perfect God could have nothing to do with sinful flesh.  John is totally refuting this idea.  Eternal, perfect God did come into the world and came for the specific purpose of enlightening all men, even those who would try to deny that He ever came into the world.

c.  God loved His creatures so much that He was more than willing to come into the world to enlighten all men.


d.  John’s emphasis on Jesus “coming into the world” is also mentioned in:



(1)  Jn 3:19, “This is the judgment, that the Light has come into the world, and yet men loved the darkness rather than the Light, for their deeds were evil.”


(2) Jn 16:28, “I came forth from the Father and have come into the world; I am leaving the world again and going to the Father.”
3.  “enlightens all men.”

a.  The true Light enlightens all men.  This refers to the fact that the Lord Jesus Christ brought the message of the gospel to everyone regardless of race, social status, ethnic background, or any other factor of division among men.  The message of the gospel is designed by God to enlighten everyone to the fact of God’s unconditional love for them.


(1)  Jn 12:46, “I have come [as] Light into the world, so that everyone who believes in Me will not remain in darkness.”


(2)  2 Tim 1:9-10, “the One [God the Father] having saved us and having called into the holy position, not according to our works but according to His own predetermined plan and grace, which has been given to us in Christ Jesus before time began, but at the present time has been revealed through the appearance of our Savior, Christ Jesus, who on the one hand made [physical and spiritual] death powerless, but on the other hand has illuminated life and immortality through the gospel.”  [Italics are made to emphasize the point here that Paul said the same thing that John is saying.]


b.   This enlightenment takes place through the agency of God the Holy Spirit in His ministry of common grace.  The Holy Spirit makes God’s unconditional love for us a reality to us because of what Jesus Christ did for us on the Cross, bearing our sins and being judged as a substitute for us.

c.  Living in Satan’s system of darkness is living in a world without any understanding or belief in the unconditional love of God.  Living in the light is to live in the soul’s enlightenment of how much God truly loves us.  Jesus Christ came to earth to shed the light of God’s love on all men.  Once enlightened, those who have been enlightened then share the knowledge of God’s unconditional love with others.



(1)  Mt 5:14, “You are the light of the world.  A city set on a hill cannot be hidden.”



(2)  Eph 5:8, “For you were once in darkness [the state of spiritual death], but now [you are] light in the Lord.  Continue walking as children of light,”


(3)  1 Jn 1:7, “But if we keep walking in the light [the spiritual life] as He is in the light, we keep on having fellowship with each other, because the blood of Jesus, His Son, purifies us from all sin.”


(4)  Acts 13:47, “For the Lord has commanded us in this manner, ‘I have placed you as a light for the Gentiles, that you may be for the purpose of salvation to the end of the earth.’”

d.  Our Lord had another purpose for coming as the true Light into the world, Jn 9:39, “And Jesus said, “For judgment I came into this world, so that those who do not see may see, and that those who see [those who thought they were already enlightened such as the Pharisees to whom the Lord makes this statement] may become blind.”

e.  “Remember, when reading verse 9, that verse 4 has identified light with life.  Therefore, amongst the depth of truth hidden in this verse is the fact that true life is found only in Jesus.  So Jesus is not only the source of light (life) for men, He is also the source of true light (life).  This statement acts as a perfect transition into the next truth discussed by John.”

� BDAG, p. 1074.


� Mills, M. (1999). The Life of Christ: A Study Guide to the Gospel Record. Dallas, TX: 3E Ministries.
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