John 1:2



 is the nominative subject from the masculine singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “This One”
 and referring to “the Word” in the previous statement.  Then we have the third person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: kept on being.”


The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes what was actually taking place or having been in progress in the past with no indication of its cessation or completion.  This state of being continued in the past without end.


The active voice indicates that the Logos produced the state of being in the beginning.


The indicative mood is a declarative indicative, which indicates a fact and reality.

This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of time from the feminine singular noun ARCHĒ, which means “in the beginning.”  

“This One kept on being in the beginning”
 is the preposition PROS plus the accusative of relationship from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “with God” and referring to God the Father.

“with God”

John 1:2 corrected translation
“This One kept on being in the beginning with God.”
Explanation:

1.  “This One kept on being in the beginning”

a.  John repeats a concept which he introduced in the previous verse.  Our Lord Jesus Christ, the Logos, kept on being or already existed when God began to do things regarding His creation.  “Underscoring their significance, John restated the profound truths of verse 1 in verse 2.  He emphasized again the eternity of the Word; He already was in existence in the beginning when everything else was created.”
  [The highlighted words are the author’s.]

b.  The phrase ‘in the beginning’ refers to the beginning of God’s creation; that is, when God created the angels at some point in eternity past.  Jesus Christ is the One who created the angels (Col 1:16), and therefore, logically had to pre-exist that which He created.  Jesus Christ created the universe, and therefore, logically had to pre-exist the universe.  Jesus Christ created man, and obviously pre-existed the creation of Adam.


c.  Therefore, when God began doing all the things He has done relative to the creation of the universe and creatures, the Logos already was.  The Lord Jesus Christ had been, was, and continued to be in existence prior to the existence of all other things.


d.  When the beginning began, Jesus Christ already was.


e.  John is continuing to emphasize the eternity existence of the pre-incarnate person of the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the Logos, the Alpha and Omega, “The One Who Is and The One Who Kept on Being and The One Who Is Coming, The Almighty,” Rev 1:8.


f.  The same person whom John saw on the island of Patmos is the same person who kept on being at the beginning of God’s creative activity.

2.  “with God.”

a.  John reiterates that the Lord Jesus Christ was eternally with God.  A.T. Robertson translates the preposition PROS “face-to-face with,” indicating an intimate personal relationship between two people that is not conveyed by other Greek prepositions such as EN, EIS, SUN, etc.  Many commentators agree with this idea and state the same thing.


b.  John’s point here is that the Logos (our Lord Jesus Christ) had an intimate, personal relationship with God the Father and God the Holy Spirit in eternity past as the other member of the Trinity.  “The Word has always been in a relationship with God the Father.  Christ did not at some point in time come into existence or begin a relationship with the Father.  In eternity past the Father and the Son have always been in a loving communion with each other.”


c.  As John will show as He develops his thought, the Logos was not only with God in eternity past, but He was also with us in time.  Compare:



(1)  Mt 1:23, “‘Behold, the virgin shall be with child and shall bear a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel,’ which translated means, ‘God with us.’”


(2)  1 Jn 1:2, “also the life was revealed; in fact we have both seen and testified and proclaimed to you that eternal life, the very One Who was with the Father and was revealed to us—”


d.  “This affirmation [that Jesus was eternally with God the Father] becomes in the Fourth Gospel the crucial issue in the confrontation with the Jews (e.g., he made himself equal with God; cf. Jn 5:18; 19:7).”
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